
Send O Lord, Holy Apostles into Your Church! 
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ThisÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

ActsÊ5:12-16 
ApocalypseÊ1:9-13,Ê17-19 

JohnÊ20:19-31 
 
 

NextÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

ActsÊ5:27-32,Ê40-41 
ApocalypseÊ5:11-14 

JohnÊ21:1-19 

Looking at the Readings 
TheÊGospelÊforÊtheÊSecondÊSundayÊofÊEasterÊisÊtheÊsameÊeveryÊyear,ÊA,ÊBÊandÊC.ÊItÊ
beginsÊonÊthatÊfirstÊEasterÊSundayÊeveningÊwhenÊChristÊappearsÊtoÊtheÊtenÊApostlesÊ
thenÊleapsÊtoÊtheÊfollowingÊSundayÊwhenÊtheÊrisenÊChristÊappearsÊagainÊbutÊwithÊ
theÊeleven.ÊThisÊƟmeÊThomasÊisÊpresentÊandÊmakesÊtheÊgreatÊacclamaƟonÊofÊfaithÊ
“MyÊLordÊandÊmyÊGod”ÊHeÊisÊThomasÊtheÊbeliever.Ê 
TheÊfirstÊreadingsÊchangeÊfromÊyearÊtoÊyear.ÊToÊaÊcasualÊobserverÊtheyÊmanyÊappearÊ
theÊsame,ÊeachÊpassageÊbeginningÊwith:Ê“TheÊwholeÊcommunityÊremainedÊfaithfulÊ
…”Ê(YearÊA,ÊActsÊ2:42)ÊtoÊ“TheÊgroupÊofÊbelieverÊwasÊunitedÊheartÊandÊsoulÊ…”Ê(YearÊ
BÊActsÊ4:32)ÊandÊthenÊ“TheÊfaithfulÊwouldÊallÊmeetÊbyÊcommonÊconsentÊ…”Ê(YearÊCÊ
5:12).ÊEachÊportrayÊtheÊnascentÊchurch:ÊApostlesÊandÊbelieversÊmeeƟngÊinÊcommonÊ
sharingÊtheirÊ‘Easter’ÊfaithÊinÊtheÊRisenÊLord.ÊTheÊemphasisÊinÊthisÊyear’sÊreadingÊisÊ
bothÊtheÊgrowingÊnumberÊorÊbelieversÊandÊtheÊwonderfulÊworkÊandÊlifeÊtheyÊenjoy.Ê 
AÊchurchÊmayÊbeÊgrowingÊorÊdecliningÊ–ÊbutÊitÊcannotÊremainÊstaƟc.ÊAndÊwhileÊ
growthÊmayÊbeÊmeasuredÊnumerically,ÊtheÊrealÊgrowthÊisÊmostÊevidentÊinÊtheÊ
witnessÊofÊfaith,ÊtheÊworksÊofÊloveÊandÊtheÊstrengthÊofÊtheirÊunity.ÊPeopleÊarrive,Ê
feelÊwelcomedÊandÊatÊhomeÊandÊsomewhatÊchallengedÊinÊparƟcipaƟon,Ê
communicaƟonÊandÊoutreach. 
 

Solemnity of Mary Mother of Good Counsel 
PatronessÊofÊtheÊDioceseÊofÊSandhurst,ÊMondayÊ28ÊApril 
ThereÊareÊtwoÊcausesÊforÊmoveableÊfeasts.ÊFirstÊbyÊtheÊvariableÊdateÊofÊEasterÊ
Sunday,ÊitÊinfluencesÊtheÊdatesÊofÊAshÊWednesday,ÊAscension,ÊPentecostÊSunday,Ê
TrinityÊSundayÊandÊaÊfewÊothers.ÊSecondlyÊtheÊdayÊofÊtheÊweekÊofÊChristmasÊ(alwaysÊ
theÊsameÊdate,Ê25ÊDec)ÊinfluencesÊtheÊdatesÊforÊtheÊbeginningÊofÊAdvent,ÊtheÊfeastsÊ
ofÊtheÊHolyÊFamily,ÊEpiphanyÊandÊtheÊBapƟsmÊofÊtheÊLord.ÊTheÊfeastÊofÊtheÊMotherÊ
ofÊGoodÊCounsel,ÊthisÊyearÊisÊaÊmoveableÊfeastÊbeingÊmovedÊfromÊ27ÊAprilÊtoÊtheÊ
nextÊfreeÊdayÊoutsideÊofÊEasterÊWeek. 
 

Easter Prayer for the Week 
WithoutÊhavingÊseenÊweÊbelieve.ÊChristÊfulfillsÊtheÊpromise. 
ChristÊisÊtrulyÊrisen.ÊHeÊisÊourÊrebirth. 
TheÊspiritÊofÊtheÊSonÊwitnessesÊtoÊit,ÊburningÊdesireÊforÊtheÊFather. 
Alleluia,Êalleluia!ÊChristÊisÊourÊrebirth. 
ChristÊisÊliŌedÊfromÊtheÊdeadÊandÊdrawsÊusÊintoÊglory. 
ChristÊisÊexaltedÊinÊhisÊflesh.ÊHeÊisÊourÊhope. 
WhyÊseekÊamongÊtheÊdeadÊtheÊlivingÊheartÊofÊtheÊearth? 
Alleluia,Êalleluia!ÊChristÊisÊourÊhope. 
WeÊfeelÊthisÊdayÊriseÊlikeÊaÊshiningÊsun. 
ChristÊstrikesÊfireÊinÊourÊhearts,ÊtheÊburningÊloveÊofÊtheÊPassover. 
OnÊourÊpathsÊmayÊweÊfindÊtheÊtorchÊthatÊdispelsÊtheÊnight. 
Alleluia,Êalleluia!ÊTheÊburningÊdayÊofÊtheÊPassover! 

Liturgical Joƫngs 
Mass Offerings 1 

 
WeÊshareÊinÊChrist’sÊofferingÊinÊatÊleastÊ
threeÊwaysÊinÊMass.ÊFirstly,ÊgiŌsÊofÊbreadÊ
andÊwineÊ–ÊtheÊelementsÊnecessaryÊforÊ
theÊEucharistÊ–ÊareÊbroughtÊupÊduringÊ
theÊPresentaƟonÊofÊtheÊGiŌ,Êand,ÊasÊtheÊ
GeneralÊInstrucƟonÊtoÊtheÊRomanÊMissalÊ
(GIRM)Êsays:Ê“itÊisÊpraiseworthyÊforÊtheÊ
breadÊandÊwineÊtoÊbeÊpresentedÊbyÊtheÊ
faithful”.ÊInÊsomeÊplaces,ÊitÊisÊsƟllÊ
possibleÊtoÊfollowÊtheÊancientÊpracƟceÊofÊ
givingÊtoÊtheÊpriestÊbreadÊandÊwineÊ
actuallyÊproducedÊlocallyÊbyÊtheÊfaithful.Ê
ThisÊliturgicalÊacƟon,ÊwhichÊhasÊaÊveryÊ
pracƟcalÊorigin,ÊisÊaÊsignÊofÊourÊ
parƟcipaƟonÊinÊtheÊself-giŌÊofÊChrist.Ê
Moreover,ÊasÊtheÊCatechismÊnotes:Ê“TheÊ
presentaƟonÊofÊtheÊofferingsÊatÊtheÊaltarÊ
takesÊupÊtheÊgestureÊofÊMelchizedekÊandÊ
commitsÊtheÊCreator’sÊgiŌsÊintoÊtheÊ
handsÊofÊChristÊwho,ÊinÊhisÊsacrifice,Ê
bringsÊtoÊperfecƟonÊallÊhumanÊaƩemptsÊ
toÊofferÊsacrifices”Ê(CCCÊ§1350)." 



Weekly ReflecƟon  
 
JESUSÊAPPEARSÊTOÊTHEÊDISCIPLESÊ-ÊLet’sÊreflectÊandÊlearn. 
 

“When therefore it was evening, on that day”Ê(v.Ê19a).ÊThisÊisÊEasterÊevening,ÊtheÊ
sameÊdayÊthatÊtheÊdisciplesÊsawÊtheÊemptyÊtombÊandÊMaryÊsawÊJesus.ÊThisÊisÊ
consistentÊwithÊLuke’sÊaccount,ÊwhereÊJesusÊencounteredÊtwoÊdisciplesÊonÊtheÊ
EmmausÊroadÊ“thatÊsameÊday”Ê(LukeÊ24:13),ÊwhichÊwasÊ“theÊfirstÊdayÊofÊtheÊ
week”Ê(LukeÊ24:1).ÊOnceÊtheÊdisciplesÊrecognizedÊJesus,Ê“heÊvanishedÊoutÊofÊ
theirÊsight”Ê(LukeÊ24:31). 
TheÊdisciplesÊmeetÊinÊaÊroomÊinÊJerusalemÊ“locked…forÊfearÊofÊtheÊJews”Ê(v.Ê19b).Ê
TheÊlockedÊdoorsÊreflectÊtheÊfearÊofÊtheÊdisciplesÊbutÊwillÊalsoÊdemonstrateÊtheÊ
powerÊofÊtheÊrisenÊChrist,ÊwhoÊcanÊbeÊcontainedÊneitherÊbyÊaÊrockÊtombÊnorÊaÊ
lockedÊdoor.ÊFurthermore,ÊtheÊdisciplesÊareÊsƟllÊtraumaƟzedÊbyÊtheÊcrucifixion,Ê
andÊareÊfrightenedÊconcerningÊwhatÊmightÊhappenÊnext. 
 

“Peace (eirene) be to you”Ê(v.Ê19c).ÊToÊtheseÊfrightenedÊdisciples,ÊJesusÊgivesÊhisÊ
peace,ÊevenÊasÊheÊhasÊpromisedÊ(14:27).ÊTheÊdisciplesÊwillÊhaveÊpeaceÊinÊspiteÊofÊ
persecuƟonÊbyÊaÊworldÊthatÊwillÊhateÊthemÊevenÊasÊitÊhatesÊJesusÊ(15:18-25).Ê
WhileÊthisÊtextÊusesÊtheÊGreekÊwordÊforÊpeace,Êeirene,ÊtheÊconceptÊisÊtheÊJewishÊ
shalomÊ–ÊmoreÊthanÊtheÊabsenceÊofÊconflictÊ–ÊaÊwholenessÊthatÊisÊtheÊgiŌÊofÊ
God. 
 

“When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side”Ê(v.Ê20a).ÊOnÊoneÊ
hand,ÊJesusÊentersÊthroughÊaÊclosedÊdoor,ÊsuggesƟngÊthatÊhisÊbodyÊhasÊassumedÊ
aÊdifferentÊquality.ÊOnÊtheÊotherÊhand,ÊhisÊwoundsÊconfirmÊhisÊbodilyÊ
resurrecƟon,ÊandÊhisÊbodyÊisÊclearlyÊrecognizableÊbyÊtheÊdisciples.ÊLukeÊtellsÊofÊ
JesusÊeaƟngÊaÊmealÊwithÊtheÊdisciplesÊ(LukeÊ24:43). 
 

“The disciples therefore were glad when they saw the Lord”Ê(v.Ê20b).ÊEarlier,Ê
JesusÊwarnedÊtheÊdisciplesÊthatÊtheyÊwouldÊweepÊandÊmournÊandÊexperienceÊ
pain,ÊbutÊthenÊheÊpromised,Ê“yourÊsorrowÊwillÊbeÊturnedÊintoÊjoy”Ê(16:20)Ê–ÊaÊjoyÊ
soÊprofoundÊthatÊtheyÊwouldÊforgetÊtheirÊformerÊpain,ÊevenÊasÊaÊwomanÊforgetsÊ
theÊanguishÊofÊlabourÊpainsÊ“forÊtheÊjoyÊthatÊaÊhumanÊbeingÊisÊbornÊintoÊtheÊ
world”Ê(16:21).ÊThisÊvisitÊofÊJesusÊtoÊtheÊdisciples,Êthen,ÊisÊtheÊfulfillmentÊ(orÊatÊ
leastÊtheÊbeginningÊofÊtheÊfulfillment)ÊofÊthatÊpromise.ÊTheÊdisciplesÊdid,Êindeed,Ê
weepÊandÊmournÊandÊexperienceÊpainÊwhenÊJesusÊwasÊarrestedÊandÊcrucified.Ê
ButÊnowÊtheirÊpainÊhasÊturnedÊintoÊjoyÊatÊseeingÊJesusÊaliveÊonceÊagain. 
 

“Receive the Holy Spirit”Ê(v.Ê22b).ÊAsÊfarÊbackÊasÊtheÊfirstÊchapterÊofÊthisÊGospel,Ê
JohnÊtheÊBapƟstÊspokeÊofÊJesusÊasÊ“theÊoneÊwhoÊbapƟzesÊwithÊtheÊHolyÊ
Spirit”Ê(1:33)Ê–ÊandÊJesusÊspokeÊtoÊNicodemusÊofÊtheÊnecessityÊofÊbeingÊ“bornÊofÊ
theÊSpirit”Ê(3:8). 
 

“But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus (the twin), wasn’t with them 
when Jesus came”Ê(v.Ê24).ÊDidymosÊisÊtheÊGreekÊwordÊforÊtwin.ÊWeÊdon’tÊknowÊ
whyÊThomasÊwasÊabsent,ÊbutÊweÊdoÊknowÊthatÊheÊearlierÊthoughtÊthatÊgoingÊtoÊ
BethanyÊwithÊJesusÊwouldÊmeanÊdeathÊforÊtheÊdisciplesÊasÊwellÊasÊJesusÊ(11:16). 
“UnlessÊIÊseeÊinÊhisÊhandsÊtheÊprintÊofÊtheÊnails,ÊandÊputÊmyÊhandÊintoÊhisÊside,ÊIÊ
willÊnotÊbelieve”Ê(v.Ê25b).ÊThomasÊdoesÊnotÊbelieveÊtheÊdisciples,ÊbutÊneitherÊdidÊ
theÊdisciplesÊbelieveÊMary.ÊTheyÊwereÊaÊdespondent,ÊdefeatedÊpeopleÊunƟlÊtheyÊ
sawÊJesusÊwithÊtheirÊownÊeyes.ÊThomasÊwasÊnotÊtheÊsoleÊdoubterÊandÊwillÊnotÊ
remainÊaÊdoubter.ÊHeÊdoubtsÊtheÊwitnessÊofÊtheÊotherÊdisciplesÊandÊsoÊcannotÊ
believeÊtheÊresurrecƟon.ÊOnceÊheÊseesÊwhatÊtheyÊhaveÊseen,ÊheÊwillÊmanifestÊ
greatÊfaith. 
 

“Reach here your finger and see my hands. Reach here your hand and put it into 
my side”Ê(v.Ê27a).ÊJesusÊdoesÊnotÊcondemnÊThomasÊforÊhisÊfailureÊtoÊbelieveÊbutÊ
givesÊhimÊthatÊwhichÊenablesÊhimÊtoÊbelieveÊ(v.Ê27).ÊThomasÊhasÊdemandedÊtoÊ
seeÊandÊtouchÊtheÊrisenÊLord,ÊandÊJesusÊallowsÊhimÊtoÊdoÊthat.ÊThereÊisÊnoÊ
indicaƟonÊthatÊThomasÊactuallyÊtouchesÊJesus’Êwounds.ÊSeeingÊtheÊwounded,Ê
resurrectedÊChristÊisÊenough. 
 

“My Lord and my God!”Ê(v.Ê28).ÊInÊresponse,ÊThomasÊmakesÊthisÊgreatÊconfessionÊ
ofÊfaith,ÊwhichÊgoesÊfarÊbeyondÊanyÊƟtlesÊorÊconfessionsÊfoundÊelsewhereÊinÊthisÊ
Gospel.ÊTheÊgreatestÊdoubterÊhasÊbecomeÊtheÊgreatestÊbeliever. 
 

“Blessed (makarios) are those who have not seen and have believed”Ê(v.Ê29).Ê
JesusÊdoesn’tÊdenyÊThomasÊaÊblessing.ÊThomasÊhasÊbeenÊblessedÊbyÊseeingÊtheÊ
risenÊLordÊandÊlearningÊthatÊhisÊdeepestÊfearsÊwereÊunfounded.ÊButÊJesusÊ
impliesÊthatÊthoseÊwhoÊbelieveÊinÊspiteÊofÊnotÊhavingÊseenÊwillÊreceiveÊevenÊ
greaterÊblessings. 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Heart 
 
LovingÊFather,ÊtheÊrisenÊJesusÊbringsÊpeace 
toÊtheÊfrightenedÊheartsÊandÊfaithÊtoÊtheÊ
unbelieving. 
 

MayÊourÊeasterÊcelebraƟonÊmakeÊusÊpilgrimsÊofÊ
hopeÊspreadingÊtheÊjoyÊofÊJesus’ÊresurrecƟon. 
 

HeÊwhoÊlivesÊandÊreignsÊforeverÊandÊever.Ê 
 

Amen.Ê–Ê(FRM) 

Please return your Caritas Project 
Compassion envelopes and boxes 
to the Church Narthex collecƟon 
bowl, or the parish office no later 
than Sunday 4 May.  
Thank you. 



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Joe Taylor  
Parish Administrator 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

Join us next 
Sunday!  
 
OnÊtheÊfirstÊSundayÊofÊeachÊ
monthÊourÊPPCÊmembersÊ
rotateÊtoÊvolunteerÊandÊ
haveÊtheÊurnÊboilingÊaŌerÊ
9:30amÊMass.Ê 
 

StayÊforÊaÊcuppa,Êbiscuit,Ê
andÊchatÊwithÊyourÊfellowÊ
Parishioners.Ê 
 

AllÊwelcome! 
 
 
 

Thank you! 
 
WeÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊexpressÊourÊhearƞeltÊthanksÊtoÊeveryoneÊwhoÊassistedÊinÊtheÊ
planningÊandÊpreparaƟonsÊofÊHolyÊWeekÊatÊSt.ÊMel'sÊParish.ÊThisÊwasÊanÊenormousÊ
task,ÊandÊweÊcouldÊnotÊhaveÊdoneÊitÊwithoutÊyourÊdedicaƟonÊandÊsupport! 
 

WeÊhaveÊmanyÊmoreÊeventsÊandÊspecialÊliturgiesÊcomingÊup,ÊandÊasÊtheÊsayingÊgoes,Ê
“manyÊhandsÊmakeÊlightÊwork.”ÊIfÊyouÊareÊinterestedÊandÊableÊtoÊlendÊaÊhand,ÊweÊ
wouldÊloveÊtoÊhaveÊyourÊhelp. 
 

UpcomingÊeventsÊandÊliturgiesÊinclude: 
St.ÊAnthony’sÊDayÊ–ÊJune 
MemorialÊMassÊ-ÊNovember 
ChristÊtheÊKingÊ–ÊNovember 
MisaÊdeÊGalloÊ–ÊDecember 
ChristmasÊ-ÊDecember 
SinulogÊCelebraƟonsÊ–ÊJanuaryÊ2026 
 

PleaseÊreachÊoutÊifÊyou’dÊlikeÊtoÊGET INVOLVED andÊbeÊpartÊofÊtheÊpreparaƟons.Ê
YourÊƟmeÊandÊtalentÊmakeÊaÊbigÊdifference! 

Save the Date! 
Safeguarding Training – Tuesday 20 May 
 
AllÊparishÊvolunteersÊareÊrequiredÊtoÊcompleteÊsafeguardingÊtraining,ÊasÊmandatedÊbyÊ
theÊDioceseÊofÊSandhurst.ÊThisÊtrainingÊmustÊbeÊrenewedÊeveryÊtwoÊyears. 
 

WeÊwillÊbeÊcompleƟngÊtheÊtrainingÊtogetherÊasÊaÊgroupÊonÊTuesdayÊ20ÊMayÊinÊtheÊ
evening.ÊMoreÊinformaƟonÊtoÊcome.ÊIfÊyouÊareÊunableÊtoÊaƩend,ÊyouÊwillÊhaveÊtheÊ
opƟonÊtoÊcompleteÊitÊindependentlyÊatÊhome. 
 

ThankÊyouÊforÊyourÊcommitmentÊtoÊkeepingÊourÊparishÊaÊsafeÊandÊwelcomingÊplace! 



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194  

TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,ÊbetweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊ 
email:Êsheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

21 Watson Street, Shepparton VIC 3630 
T 03 5821 9055  F 03 5831 3634  M  0408 055 748 
www.sheppartonfoodservices.com.au 
orders@sheppartonfoodservices.com.au  

Commentators/Lectors/ 
Special Ministers 

 

Sunday 4th 
May  

 

Commentators 
9:30amÊÊMaureenÊMunro 
5pmÊÊElizabethÊHolligan 

Lectors 
9:30amÊTrishÊMathisenÊ(L1)ÊSevÊCorteseÊ(L2)Ê 
5pmÊÊHelenÊMayÊ(L1)ÊPaulÊBertolliÊ(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊLucyÊCiancioÊ&ÊSarahÊMaloney 
5pmÊÊCathyÊCannatelliÊ&ÊHelenÊMay 

Support your 
Parish! 
 

HelpÊfundÊourÊiniƟaƟvesÊ
toÊmoveÊfromÊ
maintenanceÊtoÊmission! 
 

“Together we do more” 
 

UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊ
accessÊourÊDonaƟonsÊ
Page.Ê 

 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 

Anniversaries:ÊMayÊ&ÊJosephÊFerguson,ÊCuceƫnaÊAndronaco 

It’sÊback!Ê 
TheÊsecondÊannualÊSinulogÊpreparaƟonsÊbegin... 


