Assessment and Reporting

Schools undertoke assessment to collect information about students’ learning. The information
teachers gather comes from both formal assessment activities and informal observations and are built
up over time and in different situations. Teachers weigh up the assessment information collected for a
student up to that point in time.

Informal assessments are those assessments that result from teachers' spontaneous day-to-day
observations of how students behave and perform in closs (discussion/responses/bookwork
observations, active participation, debates, collaborative and cooperative learning, etc).

Formal assessments are preplonned by the teacher to ascertain what students have learned. Formal
assessments are used in combination with goals and okjectives set forth at the beginning of a lesson or
the school year (quizzes,/multiple-choice, true/false tests, matching questions and answers, labelling
diagrams, research, designing, making ond approising, critical analysis, written response, oral
presentation,etc).

Student reports are sent home ot the end of each school semester and provide you with a clear
picture of your child’'s progress. Your child will undergo o ronge of assessments throughout the
semester that guide teachers in the allocation of grades. The student reports are so everyone has a
clear picture of your child's current achievements at the end of each semester. Grades are one aspect
of school reporting. Other important tools include teacher comments, information about student effort
ond application and parent-teacher interviews.

Every student report contains an A-E common grade scale to ensure consistent reporting against
common nationwide standards. This means that the A-E ratings your child receives in their reports
have the some meaning at every school across the nation. The Common Grade Scale shown below will
e used to report student achievement.

The Common Grade Scale describes performance at each of five grade levels.

A = The student has an extensive knowledge and understanding of the content and con
readily apply this knowledge. In addition, the student has achieved a very high level of
competence in the processes and skills and can apply these skills to new situations.

B = The student hos a thorough knowledge and understanding of the content and a high
level of competence in the processes and skills. In addition, the student is able to apply this
knowledge and these skills to most situations.

C = The student hos a sound knowledge and understanding of the main areas of content
ond has achieved an adequoate level of competence in the processes ond skills.

D = The student has a basic knowledge and understanding of the content and has achieved
o limited level of competence in the processes and skills

E = The student has an elementary knowledge aond understanding in few areas of the
content and has achieved very limited competence in some of the processes and skills.

In every school:

@® o ‘C roting means that a student is ot the standard expected at the time of reporting and
their learning is on track

o ‘B’ rating means that a student is above the standard expected ot the time of reporting
an ‘A’ rating means a student is well above the standard expected at the time of reporting
a ‘D’ rating means a student is below the standard expected ot the time of reporting

an ‘E’ rating means a student is well below the standard expected at the time of reporting

A ‘C’ rating indicates that your child has met the nationwide standard expected for students in their
age group for that sukject and their learning is firmly on track.



These grades are different from the grades you might remember from your school years. The A to E
grades don’t rank your child in his or her class. Rather, the grades indicate whether your child is ‘on
track’, and learning what is expected, doing better than expected or needs more help. For example, a
grade of C indicates that your child is making sound progress in relotion to whot he or she wos
expected to learn over the last semester - your child is ‘on track’.

Your child’s report will have clearly written comments that tell you what your child knows and what
they can do. The report may also identify areas in which your child needs further help or conimprove
ond may describe what the school will do to support your child.

St Philomena’s then follow up the reports by inviting you to a parent-teacher interview.

We encourage parents to be oactively involved in their child’'s education and welcome discussions
between teachers and parents so that everyone is working together to support your child’s learning.
In the Secondary School students are expected to attend these interviews.

A parent-teacher interview enables you to:

discuss how your child is progressing, both academically and socially
see examples of your child’'s work

get to know your child’'s teacher

stay informed about plans for your child’s future learning.



