Prep Newsletter
Term 4, 2026

Dear Parents,

Welcome back to Term Four! We can’t believe how quickly the year has gone and that
the children have almost finished their first year at school. This term is full of lots of
exciting events and we are looking forward to sharing them with you.

Religion

To commence our Religious Education unit, we will be learning about ‘Belonging to
God’s People’. In this unit, students learn about religious imagery, the church building,
its furnishings, and the gestures used in liturgy. They learn about the name and location
of the local parish, and the role of the priest in the parish. They explore the celebration of the
Eucharist through a focus on key liturgical actions and objects used. The following topic we will
be covering is ‘God is With Us’, students will be learning about Jesus’ birth and the significance
of Advent in the Liturgical Year.

Literacy
We will continue to build on our reading skills this term, particularly focusing on phonics,

phonological awareness, decoding and automatic sight-word recognition. In our storybook
lessons, the students will be focusing on learning about books and developing their vocabulary
and comprehension sKills.

In Writing, we will continue dictation using the sounds and digraphs we have learnt to write
sentences. The students will continue to write independently and use pictures for a stimulus. We
are also beginning to learn the structure of narrative writing and the students will write simple
narratives. Finally we are learning about information texts and they will be writing about different
animals.

Knowledge Based Learning / General Curriculum

This term students will be exploring a unit called ‘Taking Care of the
World’ and learning about living things. They are discovering that plants
are living things and that plants help provide the oxygen we need to
breathe. Students are also learning that people, animals and plants are
all living things that share our planet. Through this learning, students
are developing an understanding of why it is important to care for our
environment and how clean and safe environments help people and
animals stay healthy.




Mathematics

In Maths this term, we are learning about data. The students will learn how to gather and
represent data, after answering yes and no questions. The students will be continuing to
develop their knowledge of counting and place value, including recognising money and ordering
it according to value. They will continue to learn about measurement, including length, mass,
capacity and time. Finally we will be building upon their knowledge of location and giving and
following directions.

Respectful Relationships
This term in the Respectful Relationships units, we will be focusing on the topics ‘Positive

Gender Relations’ and ‘Gender and ldentity’. These units are about playing and will build an
understanding that boys and girls can play together and play fairly. They give strategies for how
to play without rough play and what to do if someone is rough. Students will learn strategies to
assist with self-control. These units encourage children to be friendly and fair.

Homework

Children are expected to read for at least 10-15 minutes each night. Please ensure that the
home reading diary is filled out and returned to your child’s classroom teacher on their allocated
days.

Important Reminders
As the celebration of Christmas is fast approaching and students celebrate the end of the year

with gifts to each other (if you so choose to do), just a reminder that i@ food is allowed to be
shared with students and this includes candy canes. As is the same with celebrating birthdays,
small toys or items like pencils or balls are preferred.

Also a friendly reminder about school uniforms. If hair is longer than a child’s shoulders, it needs
to be tied up fully, not half up and half down please.

Italian Day
In Week 3 this term we will be celebrating Italian Day! The theme will be Ancient Rome and the

students will be learning all about life for children in Ancient Roman times during their
Italian/Performing Arts lessons. On Monday the 19th of October, students are invited to dress as
an Ancient Roman - more information will be provided about this in a separate email to families.

Prep Graduation
Save the date! The preps are about to begin preparing for their prep graduation which will take

place on December the 14th at 9am in the Gathering Space. We cannot wait to see you there!

Please contact us if you have any questions.
Contact Emails:

Chelsi Taylor: ctaylor@htws.catholic.edu.au,

Josie Formichelli: jformichelli@htws.catholic.edu.au
Andrea Dowling: adowling@htws.catholic.edu.au
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