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A Message for Our Families

As parents, you see a lot of what happens around school — the photos, the
events, the stories that come home at the end of the day.
But there’s also a lot you don’t see.
It’s in the quiet routines.
The small steps forward.
The moment something clicks after a few attempts.
The growing confidence to ask a question, and to listen for the answer.

Someone said to me recently that students at Holy Cross are a little different.
They’re curious. They ask questions. But they also take the time to think, to
listen, and to understand. That doesn’t happen by chance. It’s shaped by the
work of our teachers, the consistency of our classrooms, and the partnership
we share with you.

Over the holidays we have spent time, among other things, to develop this
new newsletter format. Shared fortnightly, it is designed to offer a window
into what’s been happening across the school, but more importantly, to help
build connection, make learning visible, and deepen our shared
understanding of what matters most at Holy Cross.

We hope the break has been a chance to pause and reset, and we look
forward to welcoming you back.

Many Blessings, 
Eloise Meyer
emeyer@hcnewgisborne.catholic.edu.au 

This is the first Easter message that I would offer you: it is always possible to begin

anew because there is a new life that God can awaken in us in spite of all our failures. 

~ Pope Francis

www.hcnewgisborne.catholic.edu.au

Holy Cross Primary School
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All students attending Holy Cross Primary
School have the right to feel safe. The
care, safety and wellbeing of children
and young people is a fundamental

responsibility of all within our school.

https://www.hcnewgisborne.catholic.edu.au/


TERM     DATES
VOL.Week 1

Apr 20-21: School Closure Days PL
Apr 22: Term 2 Commences for students.
Apr 22: Year 5 Visit to Salesian College
Apr 23: District Cross Country 
Apr 24: Anzac Assembly (3:00 PM)
Apr 25: Anzac Day Service - Gisborne Cenotaph 

Week 2
Apr 27: District Softball 
Apr 28: Composting Incursion 
Apr 29: Year 5 Visit to Sacred Heart
Apr 30: 3/4M Class Mass
Apr 30: Enrolment Online Info Session 6-7pm
May 2: Confirmation Commitment Mass (6 PM)
May 3: Confirmation Commitment Mass (11AM)

Week 3
PE Uniform on Mon & Tues (see here for info)
May 5: District AFL
May 6: Confirmation Family Evening (6:00 PM)
May 6: Emergency Drill 
May 7: Mother's Day Stall (Time TBC)
May 8: Mother’s Day Afternoon: Activities, Tea, and
Prayer (from 2.15pm)
May 10: Mother's Day

Week 4
May 14: 3/4S Class Mass
May 15: Whole School Prayer Gathering led by P/1D
May 15: District Soccer
May 16: The Winter Warm-Up Working Bee (*fee
discount applies)
May 18: AFL Girls Workshop 3.45-4.45pm

Week 5
May 22: Assembly (3:00 PM)
May 24-31: National Reconciliation Week

2
Week 6

May 25 : Feast of Our Lady Help of Christians 
May 26: Confirmation Reflection Day at St Brigid’s
May 26: National Sorry Day
May 27: National Simultaneous Storytime
May 29: Confirmation Rehearsal at St Anne’s
Sunbury
May 29: Preps/1/2 to Sovereign Hill 
May 31: Sacrament of Confirmation (4:30 PM)

Week 7
Jun 1: AFL Girls Workshop 3.45-4.45pm
Jun 3: Regional Cross Country
Jun 5: Year 5/6 Sovereign Hill Excursion 
Jun 5: Assembly (3:00 PM)

Week 8 
Jun 8: King’s Birthday Public Holiday
Jun 11: 1/2P & 1/2C Class Mass
Jun 12: Whole School Prayer Gathering led by 3/4P

Week 9
Jun 15: District Netball
Jun 19: Assembly (3:00 PM)
Jun 19: Division Soccer

Week 10
Jun 22: Semester Reports Distributed
Jun 24: 3/4 Polly Woodside Excursion 
Jun 26: End of Term Assembly
Jun 26: End of Term Finish 1.30pm (Staff finish 2pm)

All dates are accurate at the time of printing; however,
as the term unfolds, some details may need to change.
We will always keep you informed of any updates by
highlighting them in our school newsletter or other
communications as needed.

All students attending Holy Cross Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of children
and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school.



Positive Behaviour for Learning

Classroom Walkthroughs:
Seeing Learning in Action
To wrap up Term 1, staff spent time moving through classrooms,
noticing the everyday practices helping our students learn and
grow. There was a strong sense of consistency across the school,
with simple, shared practices building confidence and
independence.

In each space, students were drawing on co-created tools—charts,
templates, and examples—returning to them as they worked to
guide their thinking and support independence. Clear routines and
dedicated ‘focus time’ in art were evident, allowing students to
settle, concentrate, and engage more deeply in their learning.

Student voice was a clear thread throughout. Calm spaces,
designed with students, offered a place to reset and refocus while
class charters, developed together, made expectations visible both
for learning and for how we treat one another at Holy Cross and
beyond.

Celebrating strong practice provides a strong foundation for shared
expectations, collaboration, and consistency as we begin our PBL
journey in Term 2.

Our school will be closed on Monday, April 20, and Tuesday, April 21, for staff professional learning
supported by Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS). During these days, we are beginning
work on Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL), a key improvement strategy from our school
improvement plan.

What is PBL?
PBL is a structured framework designed to create a calm and predictable environment. By establishing
"whole-school" expectations from the classroom to the playground, we can ensure every student feels
confident and supported. Deeply rooted in our Catholic values, staff will explore how our faith shapes
the way we support one another. We are also refreshing our School Vision to ensure it perfectly aligns
with this supportive environment.

Your Voice Matters
A framework that serves everyone must include the voices of our families. This week, we will reach out
to gather your feedback on the core values that will drive our PBL journey. Students will also have the
opportunity to share their input when they return on Wednesday, April 22.

We are so looking forward to sharing our progress with you as we create a more predictable and
purposeful environment for every child. Thank you for your ongoing support and partnership.

Staff Learning Spotlight
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Specialist Spotlight:
Cross Country
Our rescheduled Cross Country was a
wonderful day of grit and school pride. It was
wonderful to see students dig deep, building
confidence, stamina, and resilience as they
cheered each other toward the finish line.
Beyond the outstanding individual
performances, the day succeeded thanks to our
incredible staff, parent helpers, and spectators.
Every lap truly mattered, with students earning
house points and raising $594 to go towards
new school instruments, thanks to the
generous support of Melbourne Podiatry.
Congratulations to the 45 students heading to
Districts on April 23rd. We are already so very
proud of you.

Faith

Pope Leo XIV has appointed
Melbourne’s Auxiliary Bishop
Rene Ramirez RCJ as the ninth
Bishop of the Diocese of
Sandhurst. While we are sad to
see him leave our Archdiocese,
this is a significant step as he
takes on the spiritual
leadership of a new region.
Many of you will remember his
kindness from last year's
Confirmations. We are blessed
to welcome him back to our
Parish this May for our
students' Confirmation before
he begins his new ministry in
July 2026.

As the Artemis II crew returned
from their journey around the
Moon, they spoke of the Overview
Effect—a moment of awe where
Earth is seen as one, without
borders. 
Easter offers us that same shift.
The Resurrection invites us to see
beyond what we thought was final.
Death is not the end. Division is not
the last word.
In a world marked by conflict,
uncertainty and division, this
perspective matters. When we step
back, what comes into focus is not
what separates us, but what we
share—our common humanity, our
need for hope, our call to peace.
In the words of St Augustine, "If
you have understood God, then
what you have understood is not
God".
So this Easter, don’t rush past the
mystery. Sit with it. Let it reshape
how you see the world—and how
you choose to live within it, with
compassion, hope and peace.

New Bishop Appointed

FIRST RECONCILATION

Congratulations to all of our
students who celebrated their
first Reconciliation in the last

week of Term 1. 

It was a beautiful celebration
of new beginnings and God’s
‘big hug’ for all his chidren.

Easter “Overview Effect”
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At the end of Term 1, we met with SRC Representatives
for the first time to reflect on what’s working well and
their vision for what we can improve at Holy Cross.

Students shared that they enjoy having different jobs
across the school including SRC and sandpit monitors.
They spoke about how welcoming our school is,
especially how students help new children settle in and
find friends. The Prep buddy sessions and the “I Can
Club” were highlighted as helping everyone feel
included. There was also lots of excitement about the
improvements to our outdoor spaces. 

In Term 2, students are keen to help with our Positive
Behaviour for Learnig framework.  This will tie in
strongly to the improvment ideas rasied at the meeting
including keeping the school tidy and consistent
behaviour in all classes.

The SRC has already had a huge impact in our school.
We look forward to working with these incredible
leaders as the term progresses. 

Last term, during Catholic Education Week, we were
called to notice joy in the everyday; in classrooms, on
the playground, and in the way students supported
one another. Rather than let that pass, we’ve built on it
and introduced a new tradition — the JOY Award. 

This award recognises students who quietly make a
difference each day.  JOY recipients are Jesus-centred,
Others-focused, Your best — going out of their way to
support others.

These students shape our culture. They’re the
sunshine in our community, showing that small actions
can make a big difference. Congratulations to our very
first JOY award recipients.

Junior: Charlotte- for going out of her way within
both the classroom and yard to make other
students feel welcome and included.
Middle: Isabelle for continuously having a positive
attitude, welcoming others and going above and
beyond in class to help the teacher and her class
mates.
Senior: Hudson for the way he has supported his
buddy with his transition to school. Hudson is
regularly seen looking after his buddy, making sure
he feels safe and welcome. 

Moments that Matter

SRC: Setting the Vision for 2026

Our SRC reps at their first meeting!

Introducing the
JOY Award
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11 Months, 11 Standards: Our Child Safety Journey

At Holy Cross, child safety is at the heart of everything we do. To
deepen our commitment, we are launching 11 Months, 11 Standards.

Each month, we will spotlight one of the eleven Child Safe Standards
—the essential requirements designed to keep children safe from
harm. Through this intentional focus, we’ll share how these standards
come to life in our daily practices, from staff training to student well-
being.

Look out for monthly updates, fact sheets, and posters as we
continue to build a proactive, transparent, and protective culture for
every child in our care.

A Special Mention To Our Supporters:
Taubmans Australia: For the generous donation of paint that
brought the cubbies to life.
Anglican Parish of Gisborne: For the donation of the cubby
houses.
Community Bank Gisborne and District (Bendigo Bank): For
the vital grant funding.
‘Tim and his Tools’ for his work supporting our project
Our PFA: For their tireless fundraising efforts to cover the
remaining costs.

A huge thank you to the incredible team of parents, students and
volunteers who spent literally countless hours sourcing, building,
painting, and coordinating our new cubby house village! These
vibrant play spaces formed part of our Traffic School plan and were
a huge hit at our come and try day over the holidays. We are so
excited to see these integrated into this term’s junior History unit
and enjoyed as imaginative play spaces for many years to come.
Going forward, each of our school houses will take on responsibility
for maintaining their own ‘house’.
With over thirty helpers contributing their time over the holidays, it
is impossible to list every individual here, but please know we are
truly grateful for the immense work and passion you poured into
this project.

It takes a village... to build one!

Child Safety

PFA Update
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Photo Gallery

Family Photo Time!

More painting helpers!

Literacy

COMING
SOON... 
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Learning to play giant chess in the sunshine

New friends shooting hoops!

Our ‘handy’ house painter!

https://www.facebook.com/hcnewgisborne/
https://www.instagram.com/holycrossnewgisborne/
https://www.hcnewgisborne.catholic.edu.au/


Toddler Time
Play • Explore • Connect

Wednesday mornings from 9:15 AM – 10:15 AM
Click here to register 

Growing Together
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A big thank you to TCC Real Estate
for sponsoring our enrolment

boards this year. It’s a simple thing,
but it helps us tell our story and
welcome new families into Holy

Cross. Partnerships like this matter
—they strengthen connection,

support growth, and quietly make a
difference across our community. 

Holy Cross is launching Toddler Time for all
pre-school aged children. Come along and

enjoy stories, sensory play, crafts, songs and
games, while families connect in a warm,

welcoming space.
It’s a great way to build early confidence,

experience gentle school routines, and get a
feel for our community.

Wednesday mornings 9.15-10.15am.
Register here.

We can’t wait to see you there!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMP-mh8hoDrJy7qSLB1RI7a_WgIo1Y72tu_3rGJ2WMRon6yQ/viewform
https://www.hcnewgisborne.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.tccrealestate.com.au/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMP-mh8hoDrJy7qSLB1RI7a_WgIo1Y72tu_3rGJ2WMRon6yQ/viewform
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REMINDERS

HELPERS NEEDED

SPECIALIST SCHEDULE
CHANGE: MON & TUES

From week 3, we’re making a small

shift to our weekly structure. Specialist

lessons will now run across Monday

and Tuesday.

This means students will now wear

their PE uniform on both Monday &

Tuesday.

This change is about creating a better

rhythm for learning. By spreading

specialist classes across two days, we

reduce unnecessary transitions and

give students more consistent time

with their classroom teacher.

Like all good schools, we keep refining

what we do when we see a better way.

This adjustment helps settle the start

of the week and supports each child to

learn with greater focus and ease.

Thank you for your support as we make

this change together.

It’s winter uniform time! Students will have
until the end of Week 2 to transition to
Winter Uniform. 
Please click here to view the winter
uniform list.  Order and pay through CDF
Pay or pop into the Uniform Shop every
Friday from 8.30am.

2027 PREP ENROLMENTS are now open
—please complete the online form via our
website and spread the word to your
friends and family! 

TODDLER TIME  begins Wednesday,
April 29th at 9:30 am—join us for the fun!

We are seeking volunteers to assist with
classroom activities, lunchtime clubs,
and special events. Please email
jbarlow@hcnewgisborne.catholic.edu.au
with your availability and any specific
skills or "talents" you’d like to share.

WINTER UNIFORM TIME!

FACILITY MAINTENANCE: INTERNAL REPAIRS
We are currently rectifying minor internal water damage sustained over the

summer break. To ensure the building is ready for the Macedon Ranges
winter, we are replacing plaster and fixing cracks in affected areas. Starting

this week, you will notice sections of the MPR, hallway, and library cordoned
off. These repairs are expected to take approximately two weeks. Thank you

for your patience as we keep our spaces in top shape!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rFg_waZYL9pAItpCXRq-BL7i2hDjAzO6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rFg_waZYL9pAItpCXRq-BL7i2hDjAzO6/view?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/hcnewgisborne/
https://www.instagram.com/holycrossnewgisborne/
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