Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all on behalf of the Governors of the English College. The
Governors are perhaps a shadowy bunch to most of you, but today they have come out of the
shadows and are sitting behind me on the platform. They may be low-key, but they play a vital role
in the school, as they are responsible for its ethos, strategy and key policies - and ensuring the
enterprise remains financially afloat. They are the equivalent to the Board of Directors of a company,
except that the Governors - all of whom are distinguished in their own careers — are volunteers in a
non-profit enterprise. | am very grateful to them for their energy, their enthusiasm, and their
commitment to the school.

| am particularly glad to welcome here all the parents of this year’s graduates and prize-winners. |
meet quite a lot of students in the course of my duties, but very few parents. So may | take this
opportunity to thank you for entrusting your sons and daughters to us at this formative stage in their
lives. | know the choice has not always been easy for you. The education we offer may have been
very different from your own. | hope we have lived up to your expectations. The students have
certainly given us a great deal of pleasure, as well as the occasional pain.

As you may know, we are just coming up to the 25th anniversary of the opening of the English
College. This means that at this time 25 years ago the first headmaster, Hubert Ward, was recruiting
the first students. At the time he had no staff except his Czech assistant, the indefatigable Jana
Kloudova. Nor did he have any furniture — interviews took place in the only room that was actually
furnished. So those first parents were contemplating an unknown school offering an unknown
examination in a language most of them did not speak, in a run-down suburb of Prague. In some
cases with children who were themselves not too keen on this leap in the dark.

| have never ceased to admire their courage and farsightedness. Happily, that first cohort were one
of the best year-groups we have ever had and flourished in this strange environment. Now they and
other early students are in senior positions in the Czech Republic, in Britain and around the world.
Some of them are actively supporting the school. One is himself a Governor. Many come in to give
lectures and advise current students. Jan Barta is investing substantial sums in scholarships for
students likely to flourish in our unusual environment, as he did himself. | have no doubt that in
another 25 years those of you who are graduating today will be flourishing similarly. | hope they will
also wish to give something back - though funding scholarships is obviously not likely to be an option
for many!

This year has been a busy one for the English College. As you probably know, we have been
thoroughly scrutinised by teams of both Czech and British Inspectors. Happily, both teams concluded
that we were doing an excellent job. Indeed the leading Czech Inspector told us informally it was
rare to be able to inspect a school with as many outstanding features and inspirational practices.

Almost at the same time, the Headmaster was subjected to examination by a professional assessor
who came from the UK to assess his performance in the job. Not, | hasten to add, that we had any
doubts on this score but it is good practice for Heads to undergo periodic outside assessment. The
assessor duly consulted staff, students, Governors and parents — some of you, perhaps. From all
sides there was warm praise for Dr Brown’s sympathetic yet principled approach. | particularly liked
one parent’s comment: ‘He is the kind of Headmaster we would all like to have’. |say all this not to
make him blush - though that would be fun - but to acknowledge that the quality of a school is
largely down to its leadership and teaching staff, and to take this opportunity to thank them all most
warmly.

But what about your future, as you leave the English College for the next stage of our life. In the
coming decades you will face many challenges. One is my generation’s sorry legacy of
environmental damage and the threat of climate catastrophe. In addition, demographic changes will



lead to massive pressure for migration northwards from Africa, and shift the world’s centre of
gravity to Asia and Africa. Economic development will make China vastly richer than Europe or even
America, with India also a major power. Al and other technologies will transform the workplace as
much as IT has changed the world that existed when | was your age. The kind of liberal democracy
we have enjoyed may well be in decline before the march of autocracies with limited human rights.

In the face of these changes | hope that the values and skills you have learned here will stand you in
good stead: creativity, flexibility, a capacity for independent thought and respect for the views of
others, an appreciation of democracy and the rule of law. | am confident you will bring all your
talents to bear on tackling the challenges ahead. You can and will make a difference both to those
around you and to the wider community.

Finally, may | wish you all health, happiness and an interesting career.

Ann Lewis CMG
PFedsedkyné& spravni rady
The English College in Prague - Anglické gymndzium o.p.s.

Proslov pFedsedkyn& spravni rady
Hezky veCer, damy a panové,

s velkym poté&Senim bych vas vSechny chtéla pFivitat jménem spravni rady Anglického gymnazia. Pro
mnohé z vas jsou mozna Clenové spravni rady nenapadnou skupinou, ale dnes vychazeji ze stinu a
sedi za mnou na pddiu. Mohou byt nendpadni, ale pFesto hraji v provozu $koly zasadni roli, protoze
jsou zodpové&dni za jeji charakter, strategii a kliové procesy - a zajistuji, aby vSe fungovalo i po
finan&ni strance. Jsou jakymsi pFedstavenstvem spoleCnosti, pouze s tou vyjimkou, Ze spravni rada
Skoly - jejiz Clenové jsou velmi uznavani ve svych profesnich oborech - jsou dobrovolnici v neziskové
organizaci. Jsem velmi vd&Cna za jejich energii, nad$eni a oddanost Skole.

Jsem obzvlasté rada, Ze zde mohu pFivitat vdechny rodiGe letoSnich absolventl a drzitell cen. V
prib&hu svych povinnosti se setkdvdm se spoustou student(, ale s jen velmi mélo rodi&i. Dovolte mi
tedy, abych vam touto cestou podé&kovala za to, Ze jste ndm sveérili své syny a dcery v této formativni
fazi jejich Zivota. Vim, Ze tato volba pro vas nebyla vzdy snadnd. Vzd&lavani, které nabizime, mlze
byt velmi odliSné od toho vaseho. Doufam, Ze jsme naplnili vade oCekavani. Studenti nam nesporné
pFinesli spoustu potéSeni a také obGasné trapeni.

Jak mozna vite, praveé se blizi 25. vyroGi otevFeni Anglického gymnazia. To znamena, Ze touto dobou
pFed 25 lety vybiral prvni Feditel Hubert Ward prvni studenty. V té dob& nemél zadné zaméstnance
kromé& své Ceské asistentky, nezdolné Jany Kloudové. Nemél ani Zadny nabytek - pohovory probihaly
v jediné zaFizené mistnosti. Tito prvni rodiCe tehdy zvazovali nezndmou $kolu, poskytujici neznamou
zkousku, a to v jazyce, kterym vétSina z nich nemluvila, to vSe v lokalité rozestavéného pFedmésti
Prahy. V nékterych pFipadech $lo o déti, které samy nebyly pFili§ odhodlané k takovému skoku do
neznama.

Nikdy jsem nepFestala obdivovat jejich odvahu a dalekozrakost. Nastésti byla tato prvni skupinka
jednim z nejlepsich ronik(, které jsme kdy méli, a vtomto podivném prostFedi vzkvétala. Nyni jsou
tito i dali studenti z dFiv&jsich let ve vedoucich pozicich v Ceské republice, ve Velké Britanii a po
celém svét&. N&kteFi z nich Anglické gymnazium aktivné podporuji. Jeden je dokonce Clenem spravni
rady Skoly. Mnozi dalsi se vraceji a pFfednaseji a radi souSasnym studentlim. Jan Barta investuje
znalné Castky do stipendii pro studenty, ktefi se budou moci v naSem neobvyklém prostFedi
rozvijet, stejn& jako on sam. Nepochybuji o tom, Ze za dal$ich 25 let se budete vy, kteFi dnes $kolu
absolvujete, rozvijet podobné&. Doufam, Ze si vSichni budete pFat pFfedat také néco zpét - ackoli
financovani stipendii zFejmé nebude volbou mnohych!



Leto$ni rok byl pro Anglické gymnazium velmi rudny. Jak asi vite, byli jsme dikladné provéFeni tymy
Geskych i britskych inspektorll. Oba tymy nastésti dospély k zavéru, ze odvadime vynikajici praci.
Hlavni inspektorka z Ceské $kolni inspekce ndm dokonce neformalng sdélila, Ze je pom&rné vzacné
pFijit na inspekci do Skoly s tolika vynikajicimi charakteristikami a inspirativnimi postupy.

TémEr ve stejné dobé byl Feditel $koly podroben pFezkoumani odbornou hodnotitelkou, ktera
pFijela z Velké Britanie, aby posoudila jeho vykon v pozici Feditele. Ne, Ze bychom méli n€jaké
pochybnosti o jeho praci, ale je dobrym zvykem, Ze Feditelé obCas prochazeji externim hodnocenim.
Hodnotitelka vedla konzultace se zam&stnanci, studenty, Cleny spravni rady i rodi6i - moznais
nékterymi z vas. Ze vSech stran znéla srdeCna chvdéla za sympaticky, ale pFesto zasadovy pFistup Dr.
Browna. Velmi se mi libil komentaF jednoho z rodiGl: ,Je to ten typ Feditele, kterého bychom radi
mé&li vSichni“. Rikdm to nikoli proto, aby se ted Gervenal - i kdyz by to bylo zabavné - ale abych
vyjadFila uznani tomu, Ze kvalita Anglického gymnazia je z velké Gasti dana jeho vedenim a kvalitou
pedagogického sboru, a vyuzit této pFilezitosti k tomu, abych jim vSem srde€né& podékovala.

Ale co vase budoucnost, jakmile opustite Anglické gymnazium a vstoupite do dalsi faze vaseho
Zivota. V nadchazejicich desetiletich budete Celit mnoha vyzvam. Jednou z nich je smutné dédictvi
mé generace, totiz zniCené Zivotni prostFedi a hrozba klimatické katastrofy. Demografické zmé&ny
navic povedou k masivnimu tlaku na migraci z Afriky na sever a pFfesunou t82isté svéta do Asie a
Afriky. Hospodafsky rozvoj ugini Cinu mnohem bohat&i nez je Evropa nebo dokonce Amerika,
pFiCemz Indie se také stane velmoci. Umél3 inteligence a dal$i technologie promé&ni pracovisté
stejné jako informalni technologie zménily svét, ktery existoval v dob&, kdy jsem byla ve vaSem
véku. LiberaIni demokracie, tak jak ji prozivame, je mozna na Ustupu pfed pochodem autokracii s

omezenymi lidskymi pravy.

Doufam, ze tvariv tvaf témto zmé&ndm vam pomohou hodnoty a dovednosti, které jste v této Skole
ziskali: tvoFivost, flexibilita, schopnost nezavislého mysleni a Gcta k ndzorlim druhych, ocenéni
demokracie a pravniho statu. Jsem si jista, Ze v§echny své schopnosti vyuzijete pFi FeSeni budoucich
vyzev. Jste schopni zménit lidi ve vaSem okoli i $ir§i komunitu a jisté tak i uGinite.

Zavérem bych vam rada poptala hodné zdravi, $t&sti a zajimavou kariéru.

Ann Lewis CMG
Predsedkyné spravni rady
The English College in Prague - Anglické gymndzium o.p.s.



