MYTHS & FACTS

Respectful Relationships education is a core component of the Victorian Curriculum from Foundation to Year 12. It is all about embedding a culture of
respect and equality across the entire school community.

The Respectful Relationships program supports schools and early childhood settings to promote and model respect, positive attitudes and
behaviours. It teaches our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence.

Fact: Respectful Relationships does not teach radical gender theory. It is a primary prevention initiative to reduce family

violence.

Fact: Respectful Relationships isn’t intended to be the whole solution to addressing family violence, but it is an important
primary prevention initiative.

Myth: Respectful relationships education teaches boys to feel ashamed and girls to feel like victims

None of the activities in the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials teach students to feel ashamed,
or feel like victims.

Respectful Relationships promotes respect and equality and helps boys as well as girls learn how to build healthy relationships.
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Fact: The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships teaching and learning materials are designed to support teachers
to deliver respectful relationships education in the classroom.

Fact: This is untrue.




Fact: Respectful relationships education is about building positive relationships for all young people.

Myth: Respectful Relationships and the Safe Schools program are the same

Safe Schools is a about creating inclusive and safe environments for all students, including Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and gender diverse,
Intersex, Queer, Asexual and questioning (LGBTIQA+) students.

Safe Schools seeks to prevent, and respond to, discrimination against LGBTIQA+ students. Safe Schools is not part of the Victorian Curriculum.

Respectful Relationships is part of the curriculum. It promotes respect and gender equality and helps students learn how to build healthy
relationships.

Fact: This is untrue.

Fact: Absolutely not. This initiative is not seeking to make children ‘gender neutral’ or trying to prevent girls from playing with
dolls, or boys with trucks.

Fact: Respectful Relationships is separate to sex education in the curriculum.

O O Fact: Respectful Relationships is not saying that children are sexist.

PROGRAM BACKGROUND

The Royal Commission into Family Violence identified the critical role Respectful Relationships is about embedding a culture of respect and
that schools and early childhood education have in creating a culture of equality across our entire community, from our classrooms to staff-
respect to change the story of family violence for future generations. rooms, sporting fields, fetes and social events. This approach leads to

In 2016, respectful relationships education became a core component of positive impacts on student’s academic outcomes, their mental health,
the Victorian Curriculum from foundation to year 12, and is being taught classroom behaviour, and relationships between teachers and students.
in all government and Catholic schools and many independent schools. Together, we can lead the way in saying yes to respect and equality, and

Everyone in our community deserves to be respected, valued and creating genuine and lasting change so that every child has the
treated equally. We know that changes in attitudes and behaviours can opportunity to achieve their full potential.

be achieved when positive attitudes, behaviours and equality are
embedded in our education settings.
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