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Focus on the Readings 
Australians,ÊitÊisÊsaid,ÊhaveÊaÊdifferentÊapproachÊtoÊrulesÊandÊlawsÊthanÊotherÊ
peoplesÊarisingÊfromÊtheÊƟmeÊofÊtheÊoriginalÊBriƟshÊseƩlementÊconsisƟngÊofÊ
convictsÊandÊtheirÊunrulyÊguards.ÊWeÊhaveÊsayingsÊlikeÊ“youÊcanÊbendÊtheÊrulesÊ
butÊnotÊbreakÊthem”;ÊandÊ“lawsÊareÊmoreÊhonouredÊinÊtheirÊbreachÊratherÊthanÊ
inÊtheirÊkeeping”.ÊYetÊtheÊnumberÊofÊlawsÊandÊrulesÊareÊrapidlyÊincreasingÊinÊourÊ
society,ÊforÊexampleÊinÊtaxaƟon,Êsecurity,ÊemploymentÊandÊsports.Ê 
MosesÊencouragedÊobedienceÊtoÊlawsÊandÊcustomsÊandÊemphasisedÊtheirÊroleÊ
toÊmaintainÊrightÊrelaƟonshipÊwithÊGodÊandÊoneÊanother.ÊGod’sÊlaws,Êperhaps,Ê
moreÊimportantlyÊdefinedÊtheirÊidenƟtyÊasÊaÊpeopleÊandÊtheirÊcollecƟveÊ
wisdom. 
ButÊlawsÊareÊveryÊsuscepƟbleÊtoÊhumanÊways,ÊwhetherÊtheÊlaxityÊfoundÊinÊ
AustralianÊsociety,ÊorÊtheÊstrictnessÊfoundÊinÊJesus’ÊƟmeÊandÊplace.ÊHisÊwordsÊ
areÊencouragingÊpeopleÊtoÊregainÊrightÊrelaƟonshipsÊandÊkeepÊconstantÊ
vigilanceÊonÊinterpretaƟonsÊandÊreviewsÊofÊlaws.ÊMoreoverÊourÊmoƟvaƟonÊforÊ
acƟonÊmustÊbeÊfromÊgoodÊintenƟonsÊandÊlovingÊhearts. 
 

The LeƩer of St James 
ForÊtheÊfiveÊSundaysÊofÊSeptember,ÊweÊhaveÊaÊsequenceÊofÊreadingsÊfromÊtheÊ
leƩerÊofÊStÊJames.ÊItÊcalledÊaÊcatholicÊleƩer,ÊforÊitÊisÊnotÊwriƩenÊtoÊaÊspecificÊ
churchÊcommunityÊ(CorinthÊorÊRomans)ÊbutÊforÊuniversalÊ“catholic”Êaudience.Ê
TheÊleƩerÊisÊmoreÊofÊaÊmanualÊforÊChrisƟanÊlife.ÊTheÊthemesÊofÊsocialÊjusƟce,Ê
peaceÊandÊgoodnessÊareÊexpressedÊthroughÊtheÊChrisƟan’sÊrightÊacƟons. 
 

Season of CreaƟon 2024 
ThisÊyear’sÊSeasonÊofÊCreaƟonÊthemeÊisÊ“Hope and act with CreaƟon”ÊandÊourÊ
guidingÊinspiraƟonÊisÊtheÊsymbolÊ“TheÊfirstÊfruitsÊofÊhope”,ÊfromÊRomansÊ8:19-
25. 
TheÊSeasonÊofÊCreaƟonÊisÊtheÊannualÊChrisƟanÊcelebraƟonÊthatÊcallsÊusÊtogetherÊ
eachÊyearÊtoÊprayÊandÊrespondÊjointlyÊtoÊtheÊcryÊofÊCreaƟon:ÊtheÊecumenicalÊ
familyÊfromÊaroundÊtheÊworldÊcomesÊtogetherÊtoÊlistenÊtoÊandÊcareÊforÊourÊ
commonÊhome.ÊTheÊ“CelebraƟon”ÊbeginsÊonÊ1stÊSeptember,ÊtheÊFeastÊofÊ
CreaƟon,ÊandÊconcludesÊonÊ4thÊOctober,ÊtheÊFeastÊofÊSt.ÊFrancisÊofÊAssisi,ÊtheÊ
patronÊsaintÊofÊecologyÊbelovedÊbyÊmanyÊChrisƟanÊdenominaƟons. 
 

On the Lighter Side 
TheÊuseÊofÊhumourÊbyÊjudicialÊofficersÊisÊsubjectÊtoÊregulaƟons.ÊInappropriateÊ
judicialÊhumourÊmayÊunder-mineÊcoreÊjudicialÊvaluesÊofÊimparƟalityÊandÊ
neutrality,ÊpossiblyÊleadingÊtoÊaÊlossÊofÊpublicÊconfidenceÊandÊlegiƟmacy.Ê
AppropriateÊjudicialÊhumourÊcanÊhaveÊaÊvaluableÊroleÊinÊtheÊcourtroom.Ê
Melbourne University Law Review Vol 38 pp 621-664 

Liturgical Joƫngs 
AdapƟons in the Liturgy 2 

 
AdaptaƟonsÊareÊmadeÊtoÊenhanceÊtheÊ
liturgyÊforÊlocalÊchurchesÊnoƟngÊtheirÊ
culture,ÊsensibiliƟesÊandÊsocialÊ
standards.ÊTheseÊadaptaƟonsÊmayÊ
includeÊcolourÊofÊtheÊvestments,ÊtheÊ
materialsÊforÊsacredÊvessels,ÊaltarÊandÊ
otherÊfurnishingsÊthatÊareÊbothÊ
disƟncƟveÊandÊworthy. 
GesturesÊandÊbodilyÊposturesÊasÊinÊtheÊ
signÊofÊpeace,ÊƟmesÊforÊkneeling,Ê
standingÊandÊsiƫngÊandÊsignsÊofÊ
reverenceÊinÊbowsÊandÊgenuflecƟonsÊareÊ
alsoÊadaptedÊtoÊnaƟonalÊorÊregionalÊ
customs.ÊTheÊpresentaƟonÊofÊtheÊgiŌsÊinÊ
someÊculturesÊareÊaccompaniedÊbyÊ
danceÊandÊrhythmicÊclapping.ÊWhileÊtheÊ
instrucƟonÊinÊtheÊorderÊofÊfuneralsÊ
disallowedÊtheÊplacingÊofÊnaƟonalÊflagsÊ
onÊtheÊcoffin,ÊseveralÊBishops’Ê
conferencesÊaroundÊtheÊworldÊhaveÊ
allowedÊtheÊpracƟceÊasÊaÊworthyÊ
expressionÊofÊtheÊperson’sÊlife-story.ÊTheÊ
PrayersÊofÊtheÊfaithfulÊareÊlocallyÊ
composedÊtoÊexpressÊcurrentÊandÊlocalÊ
intenƟons.Ê 

ThisÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

DeuteronomyÊ4:1-2,Ê6-8 
JamesÊ1:17-18,Ê21-22,27 
MarkÊ7:1-8,Ê14-15,Ê21–Ê23 

NextÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

IsaiahÊ35:4-7 
JamesÊ2:1-5 
MarkÊ7:31-37 



Weekly ReflecƟon  
 
LivingÊaÊGenuineÊFaith:ÊLookingÊBeyondÊtheÊExterior 
  
InÊtheÊjourneyÊofÊfaith,Êit'sÊeasyÊtoÊgetÊcaughtÊupÊinÊ
theÊexternalÊaspectsÊofÊreligiousÊobservance.ÊWeÊ
canÊaƩendÊreligiousÊservices,ÊrefrainÊfromÊ
outwardlyÊsinfulÊbehaviors,ÊandÊperformÊactsÊofÊ
pietyÊforÊpublicÊapproval.ÊButÊasÊweÊstriveÊtoÊ
portrayÊanÊexemplaryÊimageÊonÊtheÊoutside,Êit’sÊ
crucialÊtoÊexamineÊtheÊcondiƟonÊofÊourÊhearts.  
  
JesusÊemphasizedÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊinnerÊ
transformaƟonÊandÊgenuineÊfaith.ÊHeÊwarnedÊ
againstÊtheÊdangersÊofÊhypocrisy,ÊpoinƟngÊoutÊthatÊ
aÊdividedÊlife,ÊwhereÊexternalÊappearancesÊmaskÊ
internalÊaƫtudes,ÊcannotÊendure.ÊTheÊtemptaƟonÊ
toÊprioriƟzeÊoutwardÊappearancesÊoverÊinwardÊ
authenƟcityÊisÊaÊƟmelessÊstruggle,ÊasÊrelevantÊtodayÊ
asÊitÊwasÊinÊtheÊƟmeÊofÊtheÊPharisees. 
  
TrueÊfaithÊisn'tÊaboutÊprojecƟngÊaÊflawlessÊimageÊtoÊ
theÊworldÊwhileÊnurturingÊself-centeredÊdesiresÊandÊ
quesƟonableÊintenƟonsÊwithin.ÊTheÊcallÊtoÊ
authenƟcÊfaithÊchallengesÊusÊtoÊalignÊourÊexternalÊ
acƟonsÊwithÊourÊinternalÊconvicƟons,ÊtoÊliveÊinÊ
accordanceÊwithÊwhatÊweÊtrulyÊbelieve. 
  
GenuineÊfaithÊflowsÊfromÊtheÊheart,ÊtheÊseatÊofÊourÊ
decisionsÊandÊtheÊwellspringÊofÊourÊrelaƟonshipÊ
withÊGod.ÊOurÊoutwardÊexpressionsÊofÊpietyÊshouldÊ
beÊaÊnaturalÊoverflowÊofÊtheÊinternalÊ
transformaƟonÊthatÊtakesÊplaceÊasÊaÊresultÊofÊourÊ
encounterÊwithÊChrist. 
  
It'sÊaÊsoberingÊreminderÊthatÊourÊrelaƟonshipÊwithÊ
GodÊisn'tÊjustÊaboutÊfollowingÊritualsÊorÊshowcasingÊ
externalÊpiety;Êit'sÊaboutÊtheÊtransformaƟonÊofÊourÊ
innerÊselves.ÊOurÊfaithÊshouldÊshapeÊnotÊonlyÊourÊ
acƟonsÊbutÊalsoÊourÊthoughtsÊandÊintenƟons.ÊAsÊtheÊ
sayingÊgoes,Ê"whereÊourÊheartsÊare,ÊthereÊourÊ
treasureÊis."ÊOurÊtrueÊcommitmentÊtoÊChristÊliesÊinÊ
theÊdepthsÊofÊourÊhearts,ÊwhereÊweÊmakeÊchoicesÊ
thatÊalignÊwithÊourÊconscienceÊandÊGod'sÊwill. 
  
It'sÊcrucialÊtoÊrememberÊthatÊourÊsincerityÊinÊfaithÊisÊ
notÊforÊtheÊsakeÊofÊappearancesÊorÊself-
righteousness;Êit'sÊaboutÊnurturingÊaÊgenuineÊandÊ
hearƞeltÊrelaƟonshipÊwithÊGod.ÊLet'sÊstriveÊtoÊliveÊinÊ
aÊwayÊthatÊreflectsÊtheÊlove,Êgrace,ÊandÊcompassionÊ
thatÊGodÊhasÊshownÊus. 
  
AsÊweÊcelebrateÊFather'sÊDay,Êlet'sÊalsoÊtakeÊtheÊ
ƟmeÊtoÊappreciateÊandÊhonorÊtheÊfathersÊandÊ
fatherÊfiguresÊinÊourÊlives.ÊWhetherÊit'sÊourÊ
biologicalÊfathers,Êstepfathers,Êgrandfathers,ÊorÊ
mentorsÊwhoÊhaveÊprovidedÊguidanceÊandÊsupport,Ê
let'sÊexpressÊourÊgraƟtudeÊforÊtheirÊpresenceÊandÊ
influence.ÊHappyÊFather'sÊDayÊtoÊallÊtheÊfathersÊwhoÊ
conƟnueÊtoÊinspireÊusÊwithÊtheirÊloveÊandÊwisdom. 

Priests ReƟrement FoundaƟon Appeal 
for reƟred Priests of Sandhurst 
 
WeÊhaveÊ12ÊreƟredÊPriests.ÊFundraisingÊassistsÊtheÊprovisionÊofÊhousing,Ê
annualÊrecurrentÊandÊeverydayÊexpenses.ÊTheÊFoundaƟonÊreliesÊonÊtheÊ
generosityÊofÊtheÊpriestsÊandÊpeopleÊofÊtheÊDiocese.ÊAÊspecialÊcollecƟonÊ
willÊbeÊtakenÊonÊtheÊweekendÊ14/15ÊSeptemberÊandÊisÊtheÊmajorÊ
fundraiserÊofÊtheÊyear.ÊYourÊDonaƟonsÊ(taxÊdeducƟble)ÊareÊessenƟal.ÊThisÊ
dayÊisÊanÊopportunityÊtoÊthankÊGodÊforÊtheirÊministryÊandÊdedicaƟon;ÊandÊ
toÊprayÊforÊourÊpriests,ÊacƟveÊandÊreƟred.ÊDonaƟonsÊoverÊ$2ÊareÊtaxÊ
deducƟble.ÊThoseÊrequiringÊreceiptsÊofÊdonaƟonsÊoverÊ$10ÊareÊtoÊ 
pleaseÊuseÊtheÊenvelopesÊprovided.Ê 
ThankÊyou.  

Annual Financial Report  
 
DearÊParishioners,  
 
IÊamÊdelightedÊtoÊpresentÊourÊParishÊ
AnnualÊReport,ÊofferingÊaÊcomprehensiveÊ
overviewÊofÊourÊfinancialÊstanding.ÊYourÊ
conƟnuedÊsupportÊisÊvitalÊinÊaddressingÊ
theÊeconomicÊchallengesÊourÊparishÊisÊ
currentlyÊfacing.ÊYourÊgenerosityÊhasÊaÊ
significantÊimpact,ÊandÊweÊareÊsincerelyÊ
gratefulÊforÊyourÊcontribuƟons.ÊIfÊpossible,ÊweÊkindlyÊencourageÊyouÊtoÊ
considerÊincreasingÊyourÊfinancialÊpledgeÊtoÊfurtherÊenhanceÊourÊservicesÊ
andÊaddressÊourÊpressingÊfinancialÊstrains.ÊAÊprintedÊcopyÊofÊtheÊreportÊwillÊ
beÊavailableÊinÊtheÊnarthexÊforÊyourÊreview.ÊWeÊwouldÊalsoÊlikeÊtoÊextendÊ
anÊinvitaƟonÊtoÊjoinÊusÊandÊtheÊFinanceÊCommiƩeeÊforÊaÊcasualÊgathering,Ê
aÊ"Cuppa,"ÊonÊtheÊ22ndÊofÊSeptemberÊaŌerÊMassÊatÊourÊParishÊGatheringÊ
Room.ÊThisÊwillÊprovideÊanÊopportunityÊtoÊdiscussÊanyÊquesƟonsÊorÊ
clarificaƟonsÊaboutÊtheÊreport.ÊWeÊgenuinelyÊappreciateÊyourÊdevoƟonÊ
andÊcommitmentÊtoÊourÊparish.  
 
 WarmÊregards,  
 FrÊReneÊRamirez,ÊRCJ 

Paris 2024 Paralympic Games  
August 28 - September 8 
 
ThisÊyearÊthereÊseemsÊtoÊbeÊincreasedÊfocusÊ
andÊawarenessÊofÊtheÊ160ÊAussieÊathletesÊwhoÊ
areÊchasingÊtheirÊdreamsÊonÊtheÊParalympicÊ
stage.ÊAustraliaÊwillÊcompeteÊinÊ17ÊofÊtheÊ22Ê
sportsÊinÊtheÊprogram.ÊSomeÊathletesÊhaveÊ
changedÊsportsÊsinceÊtheyÊcompetedÊinÊTokyo.Ê
AlmostÊ40%ÊofÊthisÊteamÊwillÊmakeÊtheirÊ
ParalympicÊdebut.ÊWatchÊCh.Ê9ÊforÊColÊPearseÊfromÊEchucaÊdistrictÊasÊheÊ
swimsÊS10ÊbuƩerflyÊ(100m),ÊSB9ÊbackstrokeÊ(100m)ÊandÊSM10ÊindividualÊ
medleyÊ(200m)Ê(differentÊcodesÊforÊdifferentÊevents/strokes).ÊAthletesÊareÊ
groupedÊbyÊtheÊdegreeÊofÊacƟvityÊlimitaƟon. 
AsÊweÊenjoyÊtheÊGames,ÊweÊcan'tÊhelpÊbeingÊinspiredÊbyÊathletesÊwhoÊfaceÊ
dailyÊchallengesÊasÊtheyÊtrainÊandÊcompete.ÊEveryÊathleteÊhasÊanÊ
extraordinaryÊstoryÊtoÊtellÊofÊcourage,ÊsacrificesÊandÊcommitmentÊthatÊ
mostÊofÊusÊwillÊneverÊunderstand. 
MaryÊPianta.ÊDisabilityÊContactÊCoordinatorÊ 

HappyÊFather’sÊDay! 



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Rene Ramirez RCJ  
Parish Priest 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

Greater Shepparton Winter Night Shelter (GSWNS) 
 
 “Whatever you do for others, you do for me” (MaƩ 25:45)  
 
TheÊGSWNSÊhasÊofficiallyÊfinishedÊforÊWinter.ÊThankÊyouÊforÊyourÊ
prayerÊandÊtheÊsupportÊofÊmany,ÊwhoÊhaveÊbeenÊhungryÊorÊ
neededÊclothing.ÊTheyÊareÊmostÊgrateful.ÊFoodÊdonaƟonsÊareÊ
alwaysÊwelcomeÊatÊtheÊSouthÊSheppartonÊCommunityÊ
Centre. ÊContactÊMareeÊMcKennaÊ(0409Ê956Ê464).  

Coach to the Marian FesƟval 
Bendigo, Sunday 13 October  
 
ToÊbookÊtheÊcoachÊtoÊtravelÊacrossÊtoÊBendigoÊforÊ
theÊMarionÊFesƟval,ÊnumbersÊareÊneededÊbyÊ
SeptemberÊ7.ÊContactÊMaureenÊ0403Ê876Ê578. 

Men’s Group 
 
OurÊnextÊmen’sÊgroupÊmeeƟngÊwillÊbeÊonÊ
SaturdayÊtheÊ7thÊofÊSeptemberÊinÊtheÊMPJCÊatÊ
7.Ê30am.WeÊwillÊmeetÊtoÊreflectÊonÊtheÊSundayÊ
Gospel,ÊfindingÊwhatÊmessageÊtheÊscriptureÊ
readingsÊhaveÊforÊeachÊofÊus.ÊWeÊoŌenÊhearÊthatÊtheÊGospelsÊreadingsÊareÊlivingÊandÊ
acƟve,ÊmeaningÊthatÊtheÊspiritÊofÊGodÊinspires,ÊguidesÊandÊenlightensÊus,ÊasÊweÊsitÊ
andÊponderÊtheÊsacredÊtexts.ÊPleaseÊcomeÊalongÊandÊjoinÊus,Ê7.30ÊamÊforÊbreakfastÊ
followedÊbyÊourÊreflecƟon,ÊquesƟonsÊtoÊAnthonyÊ58212633ÊTues,ÊThurs 

A Prayer for 
Father’s Day 
 
Dear Lord, Help me to 
love my dad in a way 
that would bring 
honor to You and him. 
Help me to see beyond 
the external 
differences and into 
His eternal realm. Help 
me to live out “Love 
never fails” with my 
dad. Amen.  



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194  

TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,ÊbetweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊ 
email:Êsheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

We see more than property. 

0417 347 105 Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent 

& Auctioneer 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 
 

Anniversaries:ÊSamÊCocca,ÊNelloÊTassoni,ÊEugenioÊCalandro 
VincenzoÊRocco,ÊGiuseppeÊMamone 

Commentators 
9:30amÊÊTrishÊMathisenÊ 
5pmÊÊSamoanÊCommunity 

Lectors 
9:30amÊSevÊCorteseÊ(L1)ÊDavidÊSellwoodÊ(L2)Ê 
5pmÊSamoanÊCommunityÊ(L1)Ê(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊLucyÊCiancioÊ&ÊGitaÊKelleher 
5pmÊÊRosanaÊLegaloÊ&ÊErinÊTanner 

Commentators/Lectors/ 
Special Ministers 

 

Sunday 8th  
September 

Support your Parish! 
HelpÊfundÊourÊiniƟaƟvesÊtoÊmoveÊ
fromÊmaintenanceÊtoÊmission! 
“Together we do more” 
UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊaccessÊourÊ 
DonaƟonsÊPage.Ê 

21 Watson Street, Shepparton VIC 3630 
T 03 5821 9055  F 03 5831 3634  M  0408 055 748 
www.sheppartonfoodservices.com.au 
orders@sheppartonfoodservices.com.au  

TheÊurnÊwillÊbeÊboilingÊaŌerÊ
9:30amÊMassÊthisÊSunday.ÊStayÊforÊ
aÊcuppa,Êbiscuit,ÊandÊchatÊwithÊ
yourÊfellowÊParishioners.Ê 
 

InÊnextÊweek’sÊbulleƟn… 
 
AÊreflecƟonÊandÊphotosÊ
fromÊFrÊRuel’sÊ15thÊ
PriestlyÊAnniversaryÊ
CelebraƟons.Ê 


