Dear Graduates, dear parents and teachers, dear guests,

It has been a great honour to have been asked to take part in today’s celebration and to say a few
words to congratulate you, to encourage you and mainly express my most sincere wishes for your
future.

About three weeks ago | flew from London to Prague to meet my fellow students with whom —at a
similar occasion — | parted company 63 years ago - the time when neither you nor your parents were
born; it was summer of 1956. A lot of water passed under the bridge, lots of things happened in our
lives — some good, some bad, but we still found it important to turn up. Of course not all of us had
made it. Some of our colleagues could not join us because they were not well or were not among us
anymore but all of us who came had a wonderful time. | am sure it was a funny picture to watch all
those grey-hair grandfathers and grandmothers (to say nothing of those lucky ones who can proudly
call themselves great grandparents) holding glasses and reminding ourselves of the time we had
spent together, shared those precious moments of being young and cheerful, full of hopes, dreams
and ideals concerning our future. No need to say that not everything had gone according to plan...
We were the part of the government programme, which reduced the education to 11 years
and consequently it was only the three years we shared together. Those years were not without
problems — it was a period of dark political oppression and limitations which | am glad to say your
generation does not need to worry about... Butin spite of the fact that three years in a lifetime is
not too long our friendship has lasted against the odds, our memories have been holding us closely
together and we still share compassion and ability to help each other. This class 11A has been
meeting year after year — apologies are rare and there are no excuses.

It has not been my intention to bore you with my personal memories, it isonlya little
reminder of how important the friendship is and how much this precious time you have spent
together will stay with you in the years to come and ideally forever. You are leaving today your little
nests lined by the care of your parents, teachers and those who stood by you. Your wings are now
strong enough to fly out and see the real big world around you. You will see the good and exciting
side of life out there and you will be shocked and disheartened by seeing the opposite. Be aware
that every single step is a beginning of a long journey (Lao Tzu) and every little drop becomes a part
of a big ocean. The future of this world is in everybody’s hands, yours included. Do not keep
yourselves outside and try to recognise that “The greatest risk in life is not to take any risks”... You
will travel the world and experience different cultures, meet different people, will learn what you
never ever dreamt off. You will face challenges and embrace ever changing opportunities. You will
experience success and failure. Both are equally necessary to help us to give meaning to our lives...
There are mistakes we make on everyday basis, which are our greatest teachers with a key to a big
door called

“Wisdom”. Only a few will have a chance to open that door or even have a little glimpse in the
world beyond but we all can make an effort to make the world a better place.

The road to wisdom might be long and difficult but there are options, which are more accessible and
which we can reach for if we try. That is tolerance and humanity. They do not come naturally, we
have to find them in ourselves, we have to cherish them, look after them and defend them. Believe
me that respect and understanding with compassion is a condition of your happiness as much as
the happiness of the others.

It is a part of my contribution to talk about the special award to be given tonight to two of you. It is
the award for Art. | am thrilled to have been given such opportunity and | am delighted that The
English College included such an award among all the other prizes. Art is a child of creativity and as
such it could be found in one way or another in all of us. The Art has been with us since the
beginning of human history, from the primitive paintings in prehistoric caves to the decoration of the



utilitarian objects or people themselves. Mastering of skills, which enables our creativity to express
itself in the most extraordinary fashion, to sparkle, to inform, to give pleasure and joy and share
sadness and despair are as important to our life as the basic human needs. Without creativity and art
life would not be what it is. Even if creativity exists in every single avenue of human activities we talk
about art in connection with artefacts, which express artist’s imaginative ideas through mainly visual
discipline. Art is communicated through the talent and skill. There are other forms of art, but the
ones called visual, but they are all based on the same principle:... Even if not all of us have the same
amount of talent, we still have our imagination, which can be nurtured, enhanced and cultivated.
Some of the art is driven by the talent, which on its own does not get too far. Without the effort the
talent starves and suffers. On the other hand, the effort and improved skill can help the talent to be
found and help it to grow... What a fantastic pleasure it gives us to look at a piece of art and how
much admiration we have for those who let us share their feelings, their perceptions of the world
around us, who enrich our lives through their skill and talent.

Your generation is likely going to face the greatest revolution in the history of civilised world — the
introduction of Al — artificial Intelligence. We are only at the edge of this precipice without ability to
see into its depth. But | am sincerely hoping that creativity and art will remain to be a part of
us, express emotions and let us listen to our hearts.

At the end | would like — once again - to go back to my very distant past —the time when | entered
the school at the age of 6 in 1945.

As every little child, | fell in love with my teacher — a young lady full of hope in that new world with
peace on horizon, hope in the future. She was very good at drawing and happily drew little pictures
into her pupils’ little books of memories. When | gave her mine, she took her pen and instead of
drawing, she wrote down a citation which was as follows: “The greatest gifts of a mankind are
never-ending dreams to fulfil their eternal desires. A dream coming true is not a dream any more...”
(T.G.Masaryk). Excuse my bad translation — there is a Czech version for you who speak the language.
| burst into tears since | had no idea why all the other girls had the pictures and | only got these
incomprehensible words... | am so grateful to her now and | am very happy to share this real piece
of wisdom with you today. Every, however tiny, accomplishment in our lives is only a challenge to
move on and go further. And that’s why one day you will be able to reach for the stars.

| have to finish now but | am not going to leave you without a little personal note.
Remain young and cheerful as you are today for the rest of your lives and remember that every day
without a smile is a day lost.

Prof. Ing. arch. Eva JiFi¢nd, CBE

Proslov 8estného hosta
Vazeni absolventi, mili rodiCe a uGitelé, mili hosté,

Je mi velkou cti, Ze jsem byl pozadana, abych se ziCastnila dnedni oslavy a Fekla par slov, abych vam
poblahopftala, abych vas povzbudila a hlavné vyjadFila mé upfimné p¥ani do budoucnosti.

Asi pFed tFemi tydny jsem let€la z Londyna do Prahy, abych se setkala se svymi spoluzaky, s nimiz
jsem se pred 63 lety rozlouGila pFi podobné pFilezitosti - v dobé&, kdy jste se ani vy, ani vasi rodiCe
jesté nenarodili; bylo to v 1ét€ roku 1956. Od té doby ub&hlo hodné Casu, v nasich Zivotech se stala
spousta véci - néco dobrého, ale i Spatného, ale stdle jsme povazovali za dilezité, abychom se
setkali. SamozFejmé, Zze ne vSichni jsme to zvladli... N&kteFi z nadich kolegll se k ndm nemohli



pFipojit, protoZe se necitili zdravotné dobFe nebo jiz nejsou mezi nami, ale vSichni, ktefi prisli,
spolu stravili krdsné chvile. Jsem si jistd, Ze to byl zabavny pohled sledovat vSechny ty Sedovlasé
dédeCky a babitky (nemluvé o téch tastnych, kteFi se hrd& stali jiz praprarodi&i), jak drzi skleniGky
a pripominaji si Cas, ktery spoleCné stravili, sdileli ty vzacné okamziky, kdy byli mladi a veseli, plni
nad&ji, snl a idedll tykajicich se nasi budoucnosti. NetFeba Fikat, Ze ne vSechno $lo vzdy podle
planu...

Byli jsme souCasti vladniho programu, ktery zkratil dobu vzd€lavani na 11 let, a proto jsme spolu
stravili jen tFi roky. Tyto roky nebyly bez problém( - bylo to obdobi temného politického utlaku a
omezeni a jsem rada, Ze vaSe generace se néCeho takového nemusi obavat... PFestoze tF¥i roky
Zivota neni pfFilis dlouhé obdobi na cesté Zivotem, naSe pFatelstvi trvd navzdory véem ndastraham,
nase vzpominky nas drzi pFi sob& a stale sdilime pocit soundlezitosti a schopnost vzdjemné si
pomahat. Nase tFida 11A se schazi rok co rok - malokdo se omluvi a neexistuji Zadné vymluvy.

Neni mym zamé&rem, abych vas nudila osobnimi vzpominkami, je to jen malad pFipominka toho, jak
dilezité je pFatelstvi a nakolik vas tento drahocenny &as, ktery jste stravili spole&né, bude provazet v
nadchézejicich letech a idedIn& navzdy. Nyni opoustite svd mald hnizda lemovana pé&i vasich rodicl,
uGitelll a téch, kteFi stéli pFi vés. VaSe kFidla jsou nyni dostate&né silnd, abyste mohli z hnizda
vylétnout do skuteSného velkého svéta kolem vas. Uvidite dobrou a vzruSujici stranku Zivota ve
velkém sv&t& a budete také Sokovani a zklamani tim, Ze uvidite i opak. Budte si v&domi toho, Ze
kazdy jednotlivy krok je zaCatkem dlouhé cesty (Lao Tzu) a kazdd mald kapka se stava soulasti
velkého ocednu. Budoucnost tohoto svéta je v rukou nds v3ech, vBetné vas. Nezlistavejte v pozadi a
shazte se pochopit, Ze ,Nejv&tSim rizikem v Zivot€ je nepodstoupit Zadné riziko”... Budete cestovat
po svété a zazijete rlzné kultury, potkate rlizné lidi, a tim se naudite, o Gem jste ani nesnili. Budete
Celit vyzvam a chopite se stale se ménicich pFilezitosti. Zazijete Usp&ch i nedspéch. Oboji je stejné
nezbytné k tomu, aby nas Zivot daval smysl... Chyby, které kazdy den d&lame, jsou nasimi nejlepSimi
udGiteli na cesté ke dveFim s napisem ,Moudrost”. Jen néktefi z nds bude mit to $tésti a oteviou
dvefe moudrosti nebo dokonce budou moci nahlédnout dale, ale my v3ichni se mlZeme snazit o to,
aby byl svét lepSim mistem.

Cesta k moudrosti mUze byt dlouha a obtizn4, ale existuji moznosti, které jsou dosaziteln&jsi a které
mlzeme vyuzit, pokud se o to pokusime. Jsou to tolerance a lidskost. Nedostavi se pFirozeng,
musime je najit sami v sob&, musime se o né starat, peCovat o né€ a branit je. V&Fte mi, Ze respekt,
porozuméni a cit jsou podminkou $tésti jak vase, tak i t€ch ostatnich.

SouCasti mé Feli je pohovofit o specidlnim ocenéni, které bude dnes veCer udéleno dvéma z vas. Je
to cena za uméni. Jsem nadSena, Ze se mi dostalo pfFilezitosti a jsem potéSena, Ze Anglické
gymndzium toto ocenéni zaFadilo mezi ostatni ceny. Uméni je dit€tem tvoFivosti a jako takové mize
byt nalezeno v kazdém z nds. Uméni je s nami od poCatku lidské historie, od primitivnich maleb v
pravékych jeskynich aZ po vyzdobu uZitkovych pFfedmé&tl nebo samotnych lidi. Zvlddnuti dovednost;,
které umozfiuji nasi kreativit& vyjadrit se v neobyCejném sméru, zaFit a informovat o tom, jak davat
radost a sdilet smutek i zoufalstvi, je pro nds Zivot stejné dllezité jako zakladni lidské potFeby. Bez
tvoFivosti a umé&leckého Zivota by Zivot nebyl tim, &im je. | kdyz kreativita existuje v kazdé jednotlivé
lidské Ginnosti, hovoFfime o umé&ni v souvislosti s artefakty, které vyjadFuji umélecké napady autora
pFedevsim vizualn&. Umeéni je sd€lovano prostFfednictvim talentu a dovednosti. Existuji i jiné formy
umeéni, nez ty vizualni, ale vSechny jsou zaloZzeny na stejném principu. | kdyz ne vSichni mame stejné
nadani, stdle mame svoji pFedstavivost, kterd mlze byt Zivena, posilena a kultivovana. N&které
uméni je pohdnéna talentem, coz nas samo o sob€ moc daleko nedostane. Bez snahy talent trpi a
stradd. Naproti tomu snaha a zdokonalovani dovednosti mohou pomoci talentu, ktery ma byt
objeven, a pomoci mu rlst... Jaky fantasticky pocit ndm dava pohled na umélecké dilo a kolik obdivu
mame pro ty, ktefi nam sdileji své pocity, jejich vnimani svéta kolem nas, ktefi obohacuji nase Zivoty
prostFednictvim svych dovednosti a talentu.



Vase generace bude pravd&podobné Celit nejvé&tsi revoluci v historii civilizovaného svéta - zavedeni
umeélé inteligence. Jsme jen na okraji této propasti bez schopnosti vidét do jeji hloubky. Ale upFimné
doufdm, Ze kreativita a uméni zlstanou nasi sou€asti, vyjddFenim emoci a umozni ndm naslouchat
naSemu srdci.

Nakonec bych se rada opét vratila ke své velmi vzdalené minulosti - do doby, kdy jsem v roce 1945 ve
veku Sesti let nastoupila do Skoly.

Jako kazdé malé dité jsem se zamilovala do své uGitelky - mladé damy pIné nad€je v tomto novém
svété, ve kterém je mir na obzoru a nadéje do budoucna. Velmi dobFe kreslila a bylo milé, ze
malovala obrdzky do pamatnikl svych zakd. Kdyz jsem ji dala ten svlj, vzala si pero a misto kresby
zapsala tuto citaci: ,Nejv&tSim darem ClovéCenstva jsou v&Cné touhy, v&Cny Zal a nedostizné ideadly.
Neni jiz idedlem splnény idedl.” (T.G.Masaryk). Omluvte prosim mUj $patny pFeklad - pro ty z vés,
kteFi mluvi Gesky, existuje plvodni verze. Rozplakala jsem se, protoze jsem nechdapala, pro¢ véechny
ostatni divky dostaly obrazky a ja mam jen tato nesrozumitelné slova... Nyni jsem ji velmi vdéCna a
jsem velmi rada, Ze s vdmi dnes mohu sdilet tento opravdovy kousek moudrosti. Kazdy maly usp&ch
v naSich Zivotech je pouze vyzvou k tomu se posunout a jit dal. A z tohoto dlvodu se budete moci
jednoho dne dotknout hvézd.

Na zavér svého proslovu si neodpustim malou osobni poznamku.
ZUstante tak mladi a veseli, jako jste dnes, po zbytek svého Zivota a nezapomerite, Ze kazdy den bez

Usmévu je ztracenym dnem.

Prof. Ing. arch. Eva JiFiénd, CBE



