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Dear Norwood Secondary College Families,

At Norwood Secondary College, we are proud to offer a rich and diverse curriculum that supports every
student to explore their interests, develop their strengths, and prepare for their future pathways. Our
commitment is to provide an education that is not only comprehensive and relevant, but also engaging
and well-resourced.

We are writing to share information about our voluntary contributions for 2026. Schools provide students
with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements, and we want to assure you that all
contributions are voluntary. For further information on the Department's Parent Payments Policy, please
see the one-page overview attached.

Following extensive consultation with staff and the College Council Finance Committee, we have
maintained our 2026 parent contributions at similar levels to 2025.

While the State Government provides core funding, it does not fully cover the cost of the broad and high-
quality programs we offer. Your contributions help us provide:

e A wide range of elective and specialist subjects

e Practical, hands-on learning experiences

e Subject-specific equipment and materials

e Access to enhanced digital learning tools

In addition to curriculum-based programs, your support also helps fund vital non-curriculum initiatives,
including:

e Student Wellbeing programs

e T infrastructure upgrades

e Compass Education portal access

e Student Health Centre maintenance

e Furniture and locker upgrades

e Grounds and facilities improvements

We also welcome tax-deductible donations to our Building Fund and Library Fund, which directly support
the ongoing development of our learning spaces and resources.

Detailed information about Curriculum Contributions, Other Contributions, and Extra-Curricular Items
and Activities is provided in the following pages. We encourage you to read through this carefully and
reach out to the College if you have any questions or concerns.

Thank you for your continued support. Together, we can ensure that Norwood Secondary College remains
a place where every student can thrive.

Warm regards,
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Jacqueline Harris Susan Brophy
Principal College Council President




Year 9

Curriculum Contributions - items and activities that students use or participate in to access

the curriculum

Student ID card $20
Student printing credit — provided as credit on student ID card $25
Year 9 Classroom consumables, materials & equipment (English, Maths, Humanities & Science) $30
Year 9 Classroom worksheets and learning materials (English, Maths, Humanities & Science) $25
Digital and online subscriptions $30
Guest Speakers and incursions $20
Provision and upkeep of school IT devices and peripherals, including device configuration, $20
maintenance of core network infrastructure and server/system costs

Whole school events: Venue hire for Athletics and Swimming carnivals (bus transport not included) $20

Curriculum Contributions | $190

Curriculum Contributions - Year 9 Electives

Year 9
All subjects below include photocopying, stationery, classroom consumables, materials and
equipment relevant to the specific subject. A number of subjects provide additional items as
required.
Art Practices paint, pencils, charcoal, pastels, crayons, markers, canvas, paper, cardboard, brushes, $40
glue, sponges, scissors, rollers, etc.
Biotechnology model supplies, batteries, filament, markers, poster paper, etc. S35
Cafe Bakery variety of recipe ingredients, servicing and maintenance of specialist equipment $80
Ceramics clay, paint, plaster, pencils/pastels/crayons/markers, brushes, clay tools, etc. S45
Contemporary Music resources, scores, mics, leads, stands, amps, programs, etc. S20
Drama - Principals of Performance $10
Drawing the World Around You $10
French $10
Forensic Science S35
Games Making Programming $30
Journalism S30
Metal and Silver pop rivets, steel washer, glass, cooper foil, glass lantern, solder, flux, welding, etc. S60
Media Digital Dimensions logbooks, lenses, cameras, SD cards, props, modelling clay etc. $40
Marvellous Meals flour, eggs, sugar, milk, vegetables, fruit, meat, cheese, pasta $80
Music Technology resources, scores, mics, leads, stands, amps, programs, etc. $40
Outdoor Education Semester 1 - Surf Camp, Cathedral Camp, snorkelling, 2 full day excursions $590
Outdo_or Education Semester 2 - Surf Camp, Cathedral Camp, Cross Country skiing, 2 full day $590
excursions
Physical Education $10
Step into Fashion Craft fabrics, consumables, maintenance and replacement of classroom $50
equipment
Visua_l Communication Design pencils/charcoal/pastels/crayons/markers, canvas, photo paper, $30
drawing templates, etc.
Woodwork pine, hardwood, plywood, sandpaper, hinges, latches, handles, knobs, paint, etc. S80




Other Contributions - for non-curriculum items and activities

Classroom furniture & equipment - to support replacement of classroom furniture $30
First aid resources and equipment - to support the maintenance and upgrades of the Student $30
Health Centre
Locker provision and maintenance $20
Compass - Student and Parent communication portal $30
Maroondah District Secondary Schools Division of School Sport membership $15
Gym maintenance $15
Production — to support provision of licencing, costumes, makeup and venue hire $15
Student Wellbeing Programs - to support additional wellbeing services for students $70
School grounds maintenance and improvements - to support the maintenance and upgrades of $60
student outdoor recreational spaces

Other Contributions | $285

Tax Deductible Contributions

Building fund tax-deductible contribution to support renovations, upgrades, and maintenance of

) 60
school infrastructure 3

Library fund tax-deductible contribution to support book purchases and other equipment that

. S60
sustain the Resource Centre as a valuable resource

Tax Deductible Contributions | $120

Norwood offers a range of items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling experience of
students that are above and beyond what the school provides in order to deliver the curriculum. These
are provided on a user-pays basis.

Optional private group Instrumental Music lessons $500
Optional instrument hire $200
Optional Year 9 City Experience (cost in 2025 $136) TBA
Other optional Year 9 excursions to be scheduled during the year TBA
Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

Educational items for students to own
Please refer to the Campion Education booklist for a list of items that the school recommends you
purchase for your child to individually own and use. Available via the NSC website
www.nhorwood.vic.edu.au under the ‘Learning’ tab, Junior School.

Financial support for families
We have endeavored to keep the costs of items and programs to a minimum and affordable for all
parents. We do understand that some families may experience financial difficulty and offer a range of
support options, including:

e The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF)
e CentrePay (payments made via Centrelink)

e State Schools Relief (SSR)

e Second Hand Uniform Shop (via Dobsons)

e Wellbeing Team support


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.norwood.vic.edu.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CJane.Arnold%40education.vic.gov.au%7C0863f9a5e10442d85a5b08d9a7bf09c3%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637725261207156080%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=EasFAXkrWV366AbflFuRLoRnqQe4HaUGjkCtBKwe1HY%3D&reserved=0

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative
payment arrangements, contact the Business Manager:

Ms Jane Arnold Ph: 9871 0400 Email: businessmanager@norwood.vic.edu.au

Payment methods
Families may make contributions online via Compass Education, or by paying with credit card/cash at
the General Office.

Refunds
The Norwood Secondary College Refund Policy is available on the website:
https://www.norwood.vic.edu.au/policies/

Parent Payment Policy
For further information on the Department’s Parent Payment Policy, please see a one-page overview
attached.


mailto:businessmanager@norwood.vic.edu.au
https://www.norwood.vic.edu.au/policies/
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW

ORIA Department

State of Education
Government

e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access
to all items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the
requirements of the Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) including the VCE Vocational Major and the

Victorian Pathways Certificate.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Curriculum Contributions Other

Voluntary financial e

contributions for Voluntary financial
curriculum items and contributions for non-
activities which the school  curriculum items and
deems necessary for activities that relate to the
students to learn the school’s functions and
Curriculum. objectives.

own (e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

e Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and

Extra-Curricular Items and
Activities

Items and activities that
enhance or broaden the
schooling experience of
students and are above
and beyond what the
school provides for free to
deliver the Curriculum.
These are provided on a
user-pays basis.

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES

v e Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot

pay for items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out

e Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES
o/ = N
v—

website for transparency.

Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements
and publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school
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