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Focus on the Readings 
ThisÊyearÊtheÊcelebra onÊofÊtheÊSolemnityÊfocussesÊonÊtheÊsecondÊelementÊofÊtheÊ
feast:ÊtheÊBloodÊofÊChrist.ÊTheÊFirstÊandÊSecondÊReadingsÊandÊtheÊGospelÊexplicitlyÊ
men onsÊblood,ÊinÊoldÊandÊnewÊcontexts.ÊTheÊresponsorialÊpsalmÊalludesÊtoÊbloodÊ
inÊtheÊwords:Ê“cupÊofÊsacrifice”.ÊTheÊpassageÊfromÊExodus,ÊreminiscentÊofÊtheÊ
bloodÊofÊPassoverÊnight,ÊbridgesÊtheÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊfunc onÊofÊbloodÊinÊ
Israel’sÊhistoryÊandÊinÊourÊsacramentalÊsystem.ÊBloodÊisÊanÊobviousÊsymbolÊofÊlife.Ê
Therefore,ÊjustÊasÊlifeÊbelongsÊtoÊGod,ÊsoÊbloodÊbelongsÊtoÊGod.ÊInÊIsraelÊitÊ
symbolisesÊalsoÊtheÊcovenantÊbetweenÊGodÊandÊhisÊpeople.ÊMoses’Êac onsÊofÊ
readingÊfromÊtheÊ“BookÊofÊtheÊCovenant”ÊandÊsprinklingÊtheÊpeopleÊwithÊbloodÊ
affirmedÊtheirÊiden ty,ÊtheirÊwayÊofÊlifeÊandÊtheirÊdes ny.Ê 
TheÊshortÊpassageÊfromÊtheÊLe erÊtoÊtheÊHebrewsÊcomesÊfromÊaÊlongerÊsec onÊ
(ChÊ8-9)ÊonÊtheÊMedia onÊofÊChristÊtheÊHighÊPriest.ÊHeÊtakesÊawayÊsinÊbyÊhisÊ
perfectÊsacrifice.ÊTheÊEucharistÊprovidesÊtheÊmeansÊforÊusÊtoÊreceiveÊwhatÊheÊ
promises.ÊWeÊwaitÊforÊtheÊ meÊwhenÊtheÊchaliceÊmayÊbeÊonceÊagainÊofferedÊfromÊ
theÊaltarÊtoÊtheÊcommunicants. 
TheÊdoubleÊfes vityÊofÊtheÊUnleavenedÊBreadÊandÊtheÊPassoverÊofÊtheÊLambÊisÊ
recalledÊinÊtheÊGospel.ÊItÊisÊatÊthisÊritualÊmealÊthatÊJesusÊinauguratesÊtheÊnewÊ
CovenantÊgivesÊtheÊchurchÊtheÊEucharistÊandÊpointsÊusÊtoÊeternalÊunionÊtoÊGod. 
 

Declara on on Human Dignity 1 
ThisÊdocumentÊpreparedÊbyÊtheÊDicasteryÊforÊtheÊDoctrineÊofÊtheÊFaithÊwasÊ
authorisedÊbyÊPopeÊFrancisÊonÊ25ÊMarchÊ2024ÊandÊpublishedÊaÊweekÊlater.ÊTheÊ
preambleÊprovidesÊaÊrareÊinsightÊintoÊitsÊprepara onÊandÊitsÊseveralÊdra sÊandÊ
variousÊissuesÊforÊrevisions.ÊInÊsummaryÊtheÊDeclara onÊstrivesÊtoÊshowÊthatÊ
HumanÊdignityÊisÊaÊuniversalÊtruthÊthatÊweÊareÊallÊcalledÊtoÊrecogniseÊasÊaÊ
fundamentalÊcondi onÊforÊourÊsocie esÊtoÊbeÊtrulyÊjust,Êpeaceful,Êhealthy,ÊandÊ
authen callyÊhuman.ÊKeyÊpointsÊwillÊbeÊpresentedÊhereÊÊoverÊtheÊnextÊfewÊweeks. 
 

Quote for Week 
TheÊdayÊbeforeÊheÊwasÊsacrificedÊforÊusÊonÊtheÊaltarÊofÊtheÊcross,ÊOurÊLordÊJesusÊ
ChristÊpouredÊoutÊtheÊrichesÊofÊhisÊloveÊuponÊhumankind.ÊByÊthisÊtheÊfaithÊofÊ
believersÊisÊnourished,ÊhopeÊisÊfostered,ÊcharityÊisÊstrengthened,ÊandÊaÊpledgeÊofÊ
eternalÊgloryÊisÊreceived.ÊFrom the Eucharis c Heart of Jesus Preface in the 
Redemptorists Sacramentary Supplement 
 

On the Lighter Side 
WhatÊdidÊtheÊbreadÊsayÊtoÊtheÊbaker?Ê 
"YouÊkneadÊme.” 
WhenÊdoÊyouÊrunÊoutÊofÊbread?Ê 
WhenÊyouÊyeastÊexpectÊit. 

Liturgical Jo ngs 
Presiding Prayers 

 
OnÊtoday’sÊSolemnity,ÊtheÊCollectÊandÊtheÊ
PrayerÊa erÊCommunionÊareÊnotÊ
addressedÊtoÊGodÊtheÊFather,ÊasÊnormal,Ê
butÊtoÊtheÊLordÊJesusÊChrist.ÊWeÊread:Ê
“TheÊPriestÊpronouncesÊtheÊ…Ê“Collect”Ê
throughÊwhichÊtheÊcharacterÊofÊtheÊ
celebra onÊfindsÊexpression.ÊByÊanÊ
ancientÊtradi onÊofÊtheÊChurch,ÊtheÊ
prayerÊisÊusuallyÊaddressedÊtoÊGodÊtheÊ
Father,ÊthroughÊChrist,ÊinÊtheÊHolyÊSpirit,Ê
andÊisÊconcludedÊwithÊaÊTrinitarianÊendingÊ
…”Ê(GIRMÊ54). 
Today’sÊcelebra on,ÊwhenÊtheÊemphasisÊ
isÊonÊChrist’sÊBodyÊandÊBlood,ÊitÊisÊmostÊ
appropriateÊtoÊaddressÊChristÊdirectly.Ê
TwoÊotherÊcollectsÊareÊaddressedÊtoÊ
Christ,ÊFridayÊofÊtheÊthirdÊweekÊofÊAdventÊ
andÊmorningÊMassÊonÊ24ÊDecember,Ê
expressingÊtheÊurgencyÊofÊJesusÊcomingÊ
amongÊus.ÊTheÊonlyÊotherÊ mesÊtheÊ
presidingÊprayersÊareÊaddressedÊtoÊChristÊ
areÊtheÊprayerÊforÊpeaceÊa erÊtheÊOurÊ
Father,ÊtheÊPrayerÊa erÊCommunionÊ
todayÊandÊonÊtheÊfeastÊofÊtheÊExalta onÊ
ofÊtheÊHolyÊCross,Ê14ÊSeptember.Ê 

This Week’s Readings 
 

Exodus 24:3-8 
Hebrews 9:11-15 

Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

Next Week’s Readings 
 

Genesis 3:9-15 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

Mark 3:20-35 



https://www.facebook.com/StMelsSandhurst 

Weekly Reflec on 
 

AÊCovenantÊSealedÊinÊPreciousÊBlood 
 
Today,ÊasÊweÊcelebrateÊtheÊgi ÊofÊtheÊ
Eucharist,Êit'sÊaÊmomentÊtoÊreflectÊonÊtheÊ
profoundÊsignificanceÊofÊtheÊcovenantÊsealedÊ
throughÊtheÊPreciousÊBloodÊofÊOurÊLord.ÊInÊ
theÊFirstÊReading,ÊweÊareÊremindedÊofÊtheÊoldÊ
covenantÊestablishedÊwithÊtheÊpeopleÊofÊ
IsraelÊthroughÊtheÊsheddingÊandÊsprinklingÊofÊ
blood.ÊThisÊactÊrepresentedÊaÊcommunionÊofÊ
life,ÊmaintainedÊasÊlongÊasÊtheÊpeopleÊ
followedÊtheÊs pulatedÊprecepts. 
  
TheÊsheddingÊofÊbloodÊinÊtheÊoldÊcovenantÊ
wasÊaÊforeshadowingÊofÊtheÊnewÊandÊ
everlas ngÊcovenantÊtoÊcome.ÊWhenÊGodÊ
becameÊman,ÊHeÊchoseÊtoÊbecomeÊtheÊ
ul mateÊsacrifice,ÊsheddingÊHisÊbloodÊtoÊ
establishÊthisÊnewÊcovenant.ÊTheÊSecondÊ
ReadingÊunderscoresÊtheÊimmeasurableÊ
spiritualÊbenefitÊderivedÊfromÊtheÊbloodÊofÊ
Christ,ÊwhoÊsacrificedÊHimselfÊforÊtheÊsinsÊofÊ
theÊworld. 
  
TheÊcontrastÊbetweenÊtheÊoldÊandÊnewÊ
covenantsÊisÊstriking.ÊWhileÊtheÊoldÊcovenantÊ
reliedÊonÊtheÊsacrificeÊofÊanimalsÊandÊtheÊ
sheddingÊofÊtheirÊblood,ÊtheÊnewÊcovenantÊ
wasÊsealedÊwithÊtheÊul mateÊsacrifice—JesusÊ
sheddingÊHisÊownÊblood.ÊTheÊlevelÊofÊsacrificeÊ
involvedÊinÊtheÊnewÊcovenantÊisÊunparalleled.Ê
It'sÊnotÊmerelyÊaboutÊmakingÊamends,ÊbutÊ
aboutÊofferingÊoneselfÊen rely. 
  
InÊtheÊGospel,ÊweÊwitnessÊtheÊestablishmentÊ
ofÊtheÊEucharist,ÊwhereÊJesusÊins tutesÊaÊnewÊ
andÊeternalÊcovenantÊthatÊwouldÊbeÊsealedÊ
withÊHisÊsacrificeÊonÊtheÊCross.ÊTheÊsacramentÊ
ofÊtheÊEucharistÊallowsÊusÊtoÊpartakeÊofÊHisÊ
bodyÊandÊbloodÊsacramentally,ÊsignifyingÊourÊ
communionÊwithÊHim.ÊThisÊunbloodyÊ
sacrifice,ÊofferedÊunderÊtheÊappearanceÊofÊ
breadÊandÊwine,ÊensuresÊthatÊweÊcanÊaccessÊ
theÊspiritualÊbenefitsÊofÊChrist'sÊsacrificeÊ
withoutÊbeingÊhinderedÊbyÊphysicalÊ
limita ons. 
  
AsÊweÊreflectÊonÊtheÊsignificanceÊofÊtheÊ
Eucharist,ÊweÊareÊcalledÊtoÊrememberÊthatÊitÊ
isÊtheÊBodyÊandÊBloodÊofÊChrist,Êrepresen ngÊ
theÊoneÊsacrificeÊthatÊrestoresÊandÊmaintainsÊ
ourÊcommunionÊwithÊGod.ÊItÊservesÊasÊaÊ
powerfulÊreminderÊthatÊaÊsacrificeÊhasÊbeenÊ
madeÊonceÊandÊforÊallÊforÊtheÊforgivenessÊofÊ
ourÊsins.ÊToday,ÊasÊweÊpartakeÊinÊtheÊ
Eucharist,ÊletÊusÊdoÊsoÊwithÊaÊdeepÊsenseÊofÊ
gra tudeÊandÊreverence,ÊneverÊforge ngÊtheÊ
profoundÊactÊofÊloveÊandÊsacrificeÊthatÊitÊ
represents. 

 
Retain the Lord's Prayer in 

Legisla ve Council 
proceedings 

 
 
InÊresponseÊtoÊaÊpushÊbyÊsomeÊparliamentariansÊtoÊendÊtheÊrecita onÊofÊprayerÊinÊ
theÊVictorianÊParliament,ÊArchbishopÊComensoli,ÊalongÊwithÊotherÊreligiousÊ
leaders,ÊhasÊwri enÊaÊle erÊtoÊallÊMembersÊofÊParliamentÊemphasizingÊtheÊ
fundamentalÊandÊongoingÊimportanceÊofÊprayer.ÊTheÊle erÊcanÊbeÊfoundÊat:Ê
www.bit.ly/parliamentaryprayer. 
 
ThereÊareÊtwoÊsimpleÊwaysÊyouÊcanÊsupportÊtheÊcon nua onÊofÊprayerÊinÊ
parliament: 
~ÊSignÊthisÊpe onÊtoÊtheÊLegisla veÊCouncil: www.bit.ly/pe onparlprayer 
~ÊWriteÊtoÊyourÊlocalÊstateÊmembersÊofÊparliamentÊtoÊrespec ullyÊletÊthemÊknowÊ
yourÊviews.ÊYouÊcanÊfindÊoutÊwhoÊyourÊlocalÊMPsÊareÊ
at: findelectorate.parliament.vic.gov.au.ÊWri ngÊtoÊbothÊyourÊLegisla veÊAssemblyÊ
memberÊandÊtoÊsomeÊorÊallÊofÊyourÊfiveÊLegisla veÊCouncilÊmembersÊisÊ
recommended. 



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Rene Ramirez RCJ  
Parish Priest 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

Sacramental Welcoming Masses 
 
TodayÊweÊwelcomeÊourÊrecentlyÊConfirmedÊyoungÊpeopleÊwhoÊareÊa endingÊeitherÊ
theÊ9:30amÊorÊ5pmÊMassÊandÊbeingÊpresentedÊwithÊtheirÊcer ficates.Ê 
WeÊreferÊtoÊtheseÊasÊWelcomingÊMasses,ÊasÊweÊaskÊallÊourÊParishionersÊtoÊhelpÊtheseÊ
familiesÊfeelÊtheyÊareÊaÊpartÊofÊourÊParishÊCommunityÊandÊencourageÊtheirÊongoingÊ
par cipa on.Ê 

Want to know 
what’s 

happening 
around our 

Parish? Did you 
know there is a 

calendar on 
our website? 
Check it out! 

h ps://
smps.org.au/

calendar 

Parish Census 
 
 
 
 
 

IfÊyouÊhaven’tÊalready,Ê
pleaseÊcompleteÊourÊ
ParishÊCensusÊtodayÊ
byÊusingÊtheÊQRÊcodeÊ
orÊcompleingÊaÊhardÊ

copyÊfromÊtheÊ
Narthex.ÊExis ngÊ
ParishionersÊandÊ
thoseÊnewÊtoÊourÊ

ParishÊareÊencourageÊ
toÊdoÊthis. 

Parish 
volunteers and 
Safeguarding 

 
AsÊpartÊofÊourÊ
complianceÊinÊkeepingÊ
up-to-dateÊrecords,Ê
ourÊcurrentÊparishÊ
volunteersÊwithÊ
expiredÊWWCCÊandÊ
CrimÊChecksÊwillÊbeÊ
contactedÊshortlyÊbyÊ
ourÊSafeguardingÊ
OfficerÊregardingÊ
providingÊupdatedÊ
documents. 

Feast of St. Anthony of Padua to be Celebrated next Sunday 
 
A erÊaÊlongÊhiatus,ÊtheÊFeastÊofÊSt.ÊAnthonyÊofÊPaduaÊisÊsetÊtoÊreturnÊthisÊyear,ÊmuchÊ
toÊtheÊdelightÊofÊtheÊlocalÊcommunity.ÊTheÊcelebra onÊisÊscheduledÊtoÊtakeÊplaceÊonÊ
Sunday,ÊJuneÊ9thÊatÊ10:00am,ÊandÊwillÊincludeÊaÊspecialÊMass,Êprocession,ÊandÊtheÊ
distribu onÊofÊtheÊBreadÊofÊSt.ÊAnthony. 
 
ToÊaccommodateÊthoseÊwhoÊwillÊbeÊtravelingÊfromÊotherÊparishesÊtoÊa end,ÊtheÊtypicalÊ
SundayÊMassÊwillÊbeÊpostponedÊfromÊ9:30amÊtoÊ10:00am.ÊTheÊprocessionÊwillÊtakeÊ
placeÊaroundÊtheÊparishÊgrounds,ÊandÊtheÊBreadÊofÊSt.ÊAnthonyÊwillÊbeÊdistributedÊ
followingÊtheÊcelebra on.ÊA endeesÊareÊthenÊinvitedÊtoÊgatherÊatÊSt.ÊMel'sÊprimaryÊforÊ
aÊCommunityÊSharedÊLunch. 
 
TheÊorganizersÊofÊtheÊeventÊareÊs llÊaccep ngÊdona onsÊtoÊhelpÊdefrayÊtheÊexpensesÊ
associatedÊwithÊorganizingÊtheÊfeast.ÊTheyÊareÊespeciallyÊlookingÊforÊdona onsÊforÊtheÊ
BreadÊofÊSt.ÊAnthony,ÊwhichÊwillÊbeÊblessedÊandÊdistributedÊduringÊtheÊcelebra on.Ê
TheyÊareÊalsoÊseekingÊfamiliesÊwhoÊwouldÊbeÊwillingÊtoÊdonateÊtheirÊspecialtyÊdishesÊ
forÊtheÊCommunityÊLunchÊatÊtheÊHall. 
 
TheÊorganizersÊhopeÊthatÊbyÊrestar ngÊthisÊtradi on,ÊtheyÊcanÊreturnÊtoÊtheÊparish'sÊ
gloryÊdaysÊwhenÊthisÊgreatÊsaintÊfromÊPadovaÊwasÊcelebratedÊinÊaÊgrandÊway.ÊTheyÊ
encourageÊanyoneÊinterestedÊinÊlearningÊmoreÊaboutÊtheÊeventÊorÊmakingÊaÊdona onÊ
toÊcontactÊtheÊparishÊofficeÊorÊSevÊCorteseÊandÊLucyÊCiancioÊforÊmoreÊinforma on. 
 
TheÊFeastÊofÊSt.ÊAnthonyÊofÊPaduaÊisÊanÊimportantÊtradi onÊforÊtheÊlocalÊcommunity,Ê
andÊitsÊreturnÊpromisesÊtoÊbeÊaÊjoyousÊoccasionÊforÊallÊwhoÊa end. 



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194 TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,Ê 

betweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊemail:Ê
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  
orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

We see more than property. 

0417 347 105 Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent 

& Auctioneer 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

 
ÊIfÊyourÊorganisa onÊwouldÊ
likeÊtoÊjoinÊourÊcorporateÊ
sponsors,ÊpleaseÊphoneÊorÊ

emailÊtheÊoffice 

 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 
Anniversaries:  SaverinaÊMammone,ÊLiberoÊMaiolo,Ê

CatenaÊCari 

Commentators/Lectors/Special Ministers 
Sunday 9th June 

Commentators  
9:30amÊÊMaureenÊMunro 
5pmÊÊSamoanÊCommunity 

Lectors 
9:30amÊSevÊCorteseÊ(L1)ÊJacquiÊAvardÊ(L2) 
5pmÊSamoanÊCommunityÊ(L1)Ê(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊGabrielleÊBarre eÊ&ÊLucyÊCiancio 
5pmÊÊRosanaÊLegaloÊ&ÊErinÊTanner 

Support your Parish! 
HelpÊfundÊourÊini a vesÊtoÊmoveÊ
fromÊmaintenanceÊtoÊmission! 

“Together we do more” 
UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊaccessÊourÊ 

Dona onsÊPage.Ê 


