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Focus on the Readings 
TheÊreadingÊfromÊtheÊBookÊofÊDeuteronomyÊisÊaÊreflecƟonÊorÊmeditaƟonÊonÊtheÊ
presenceÊandÊpowerÊofÊGodÊfromÊcreaƟonÊtoÊtheÊƟmeÊofÊtheÊExodus.ÊHeÊisÊGodÊinÊ
heavenÊandÊGodÊonÊEarth.ÊTheÊpeopleÊbeganÊtoÊexperienceÊtheÊnearnessÊofÊGod.Ê
TheyÊbecameÊfamiliarÊwithÊhisÊways.ÊHeÊwasÊtheirÊprotecƟonÊandÊtheirÊprovider.Ê
AsÊweÊlistenÊtoÊthisÊreadingÊatÊMassÊorÊlaterÊweÊgainÊaÊsenseÊofÊtheÊwork,ÊlifeÊandÊ
loveÊofÊtheÊTrinity. 
TheÊsecondÊreadingÊbuildsÊonÊthisÊfoundaƟonalÊexperienceÊofÊGod.ÊWeÊareÊ
childrenÊofÊGodÊ(RNJBÊtranslaƟon)ÊableÊtoÊcallÊGod,Ê“Abba,ÊFather”ÊasÊJesusÊ
taught. 
TheÊGospelÊofÊMaƩhew’sÊisÊtheÊaccountÊofÊtheÊcommissioningÊofÊtheÊApostlesÊandÊ
Jesus’Êascension.ÊTheÊTrinityÊisÊexplicitlyÊnamedÊasÊFather,ÊSonÊandÊHolyÊSpiritÊ–Ê
notÊasÊaÊtheologicalÊformulaÊbutÊasÊtheÊdirecƟonÊofÊtheÊApostles’ÊpreachingÊandÊ
celebraƟonÊofÊsacraments.ÊChildrenÊlearnÊtheÊsignÊofÊtheÊcrossÊandÊtheÊnameÊofÊ
theÊTrinityÊwellÊbeforeÊtheyÊcomeÊtoÊunderstand.ÊMayÊourÊexperiencesÊandÊ
meditaƟonÊofÊtheÊmysteryÊofÊGodÊleadÊusÊtoÊdeeperÊlivingÊoutÊofÊourÊloveÊandÊ
commitmentÊtoÊGodÊandÊneighbour. 
 
Gospel AcclamaƟonÊ(cfÊRevelaƟonÊ1:8) 
GloryÊtoÊtheÊFather,ÊtheÊSon,ÊandÊtheÊHolyÊSpirit: 
toÊGodÊwhoÊis,ÊwhoÊwas,ÊandÊwhoÊisÊtoÊcome. 
 
Quote of the Day 
TheÊChurchÊannouncesÊtheÊgoodÊƟdingsÊofÊsalvaƟonÊtoÊthoseÊwhoÊdoÊnotÊbelieve,Ê
soÊthatÊallÊmayÊknowÊtheÊtrueÊGodÊandÊJesusÊChristÊwhomÊHeÊhasÊsent,ÊandÊmayÊ
beÊconvertedÊfromÊtheirÊways,ÊdoingÊpenance.ÊToÊbelieversÊalsoÊtheÊChurchÊmustÊ
everÊpreachÊfaithÊandÊpenance,ÊsheÊmustÊprepareÊthemÊforÊtheÊsacraments,ÊteachÊ
themÊtoÊobserveÊallÊthatÊChristÊhasÊcommandedÊandÊinviteÊthemÊtoÊallÊtheÊworksÊ
ofÊcharity,Êpiety,ÊandÊtheÊapostolate.ÊForÊallÊtheseÊworksÊmakeÊitÊclearÊthatÊChrist'sÊ
faithful,ÊthoughÊnotÊofÊthisÊworld,ÊareÊtoÊbeÊtheÊlightÊofÊtheÊworldÊandÊtoÊglorifyÊ
theÊFatherÊbeforeÊmenÊandÊwomen.Ê(ConsƟtuƟon on the Liturgy art. 9) 
 
On the Lighter Side 
WhileÊshoppingÊtwoÊnunsÊpassedÊbyÊaÊliquorÊstore.Ê 
SrÊMaryÊaskedÊSrÊColeƩeÊifÊsheÊwouldÊlikeÊaÊbeer.Ê 
SheÊrepliedÊyesÊbutÊwouldÊfeelÊuncomfortableÊbuyingÊit.Ê 
SrÊMaryÊpickedÊupÊaÊsix-packÊandÊtookÊitÊtoÊtheÊsurprisedÊ 
cashierÊandÊsaid,Ê“ThisÊisÊforÊwashingÊourÊhair.”Ê 
WithoutÊblinkingÊanÊeye,Ê 
heÊputÊaÊpackageÊofÊpretzelsÊinÊtheÊ
bagÊwithÊtheÊbeer,Êsaying.Ê 
“TheÊcurlersÊareÊonÊme.” 

Liturgical Joƫngs 
Canonicity, AuthenƟcity and 

InspiraƟon II 
 
WithÊtheÊbooksÊinÊtheÊBible,Ê"canonicity"Ê
andÊ"inspiraƟon"ÊgoÊhandÊinÊhand.ÊAllÊtheseÊ
booksÊareÊ"canonical"ÊandÊtheyÊaloneÊareÊ
"inspired."ÊThisÊisÊwhatÊfaithÊaƩributesÊtoÊ
them.ÊThisÊisÊwhyÊtheÊestablishmentÊofÊtheÊ
"canon"ÊôÊtheÊlistÊôÊofÊbooksÊinÊtheÊ
Scriptures,ÊisÊgivenÊtoÊtheÊChurchÊbyÊ
tradiƟonÊ(VaƟcanÊII,ÊDogmaƟcÊConsƟtuƟonÊ
onÊDivineÊRevelaƟon,Ê8).ÊTheÊCouncilÊofÊ
Trent,ÊinÊitsÊfourthÊsessionÊ(1546),Ê"judgedÊ
itÊproper"ÊtoÊpromulgateÊsuchÊaÊlist.Ê 
TheÊauthenƟcityÊofÊaÊbookÊorÊpartÊofÊaÊbookÊ
isÊtheÊobjectÊofÊexternalÊcriƟcismÊ(whatÊ
tradiƟonÊsaysÊaboutÊit)ÊandÊinternalÊ(anÊ
examinaƟonÊofÊtheÊbookÊitself).ÊTheÊ
quesƟonÊofÊauthenƟcityÊaffectsÊmanyÊotherÊ
works:,Êdocuments,ÊwriƟngs,ÊworksÊofÊartÊ
andÊmusic. 
Days of the Lord, Vol 3 page 321 n 2 

Deuteronomy 4:32-34,39-40 
Romans 8:14-17 

Matthew 28:16-20 

Next Week’s Readings 



Weekly ReflecƟon -ÊDiscoveringÊtheÊHeartÊofÊGod 
 
InÊaÊworldÊfilledÊwithÊdiverseÊphilosophiesÊandÊreligiousÊbeliefs,Ê
theÊconceptÊofÊunderstandingÊGodÊhasÊbeenÊapproachedÊfromÊ
variousÊperspecƟvesÊthroughoutÊhistory.ÊBeforeÊtheÊƟmeÊofÊ
Christ,ÊwiseÊindividualsÊsoughtÊtoÊcomprehendÊGodÊthroughÊ
observaƟonÊofÊtheÊnaturalÊworldÊandÊphilosophicalÊ
contemplaƟon.ÊFiguresÊsuchÊasÊBuddha,ÊZoroaster,ÊPlato,ÊandÊ
AristotleÊdedicatedÊthemselvesÊtoÊexploringÊtheÊnatureÊofÊGodÊ
fromÊanÊexternalÊstandpoint,ÊandÊtheirÊinsightsÊyieldedÊvaluableÊ
truths. 
  
However,ÊtheÊarrivalÊofÊJesusÊChristÊbroughtÊaboutÊaÊprofoundÊ
shiŌÊinÊhumanity'sÊunderstandingÊofÊGod.ÊInsteadÊofÊallowingÊusÊ
toÊmerelyÊobserveÊHimÊfromÊtheÊoutside,ÊGodÊchoseÊtoÊrevealÊHisÊ
heartÊtoÊusÊthroughÊtheÊpersonÊofÊJesusÊChrist.ÊThisÊdivineÊ
revelaƟonÊofferedÊusÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊtrulyÊknowÊGodÊonÊaÊ
personalÊlevel,ÊratherÊthanÊjustÊhavingÊparƟalÊandÊdoubƞulÊ
knowledgeÊderivedÊfromÊexternalÊefforts. 
  
ThroughÊtheÊBibleÊandÊtheÊteachingsÊofÊtheÊCatechism,ÊweÊareÊ
grantedÊaccessÊtoÊtheÊinsideÊstoryÊofÊGod'sÊnature,Êessence,Ê
thoughts,ÊandÊdesires.ÊThisÊrevelaƟonÊisÊnotÊmerelyÊaboutÊ
knowingÊfactsÊaboutÊGod,ÊbutÊaboutÊdevelopingÊaÊdeepÊandÊ
personalÊrelaƟonshipÊwithÊHim.ÊThroughÊfaithÊinÊChrist,ÊweÊareÊ
enabledÊbyÊtheÊHolyÊSpiritÊtoÊmoveÊbeyondÊmereÊknowledgeÊ
aboutÊGodÊandÊtoÊtrulyÊknowÊHimÊasÊaÊfriend. 
  
CentralÊtoÊthisÊrevelaƟonÊisÊtheÊunderstandingÊofÊGodÊasÊdynamic,Ê
personal,ÊandÊinvolvedÊinÊourÊlivesÊ–ÊtheÊconceptÊofÊtheÊTrinity,Ê
oneÊdivineÊnature,ÊandÊthreeÊdivineÊPersons.ÊThisÊrevelaƟonÊ
invitesÊusÊtoÊembraceÊtheÊideaÊofÊaÊGodÊwhoÊisÊnotÊdistantÊandÊ
uninvolved,ÊbutÊratherÊinƟmatelyÊconnectedÊtoÊeachÊofÊus. 
  
InÊembracingÊthisÊrevelaƟon,ÊweÊareÊcalledÊtoÊreflectÊonÊtheÊ
profoundÊsignificanceÊofÊbeingÊinvitedÊintoÊtheÊheartÊofÊGod.ÊItÊisÊ
aÊreminderÊofÊHisÊdesireÊforÊaÊpersonalÊrelaƟonshipÊwithÊeachÊoneÊ
ofÊus.ÊAsÊweÊcontemplateÊtheÊdepthÊofÊthisÊrevelaƟon,ÊmayÊweÊbeÊ
inspiredÊtoÊpursueÊaÊdeeperÊunderstandingÊofÊGodÊandÊtoÊnurtureÊ
aÊmeaningfulÊconnecƟonÊwithÊHimÊinÊourÊlives. 

Mass AƩendance Counts for 2024 will conclude this Sunday 26 May 

Parish volunteers and Safeguarding 
 
AsÊpartÊofÊourÊcomplianceÊinÊkeepingÊup-to-dateÊrecords,ÊourÊ
currentÊparishÊvolunteersÊwithÊexpiredÊWWCÊandÊCrimÊChecksÊ
willÊbeÊcontactedÊshortlyÊregardingÊprovidingÊupdatedÊ
documents. 

Embracing the 
Spiritual 
Journey:  
Novena to St. 
Anthony  
  
AsÊweÊapproachÊtheÊfeastÊofÊSt.ÊAnthonyÊofÊPaduaÊonÊtheÊ9thÊ
ofÊJune,ÊweÊareÊfilledÊwithÊexcitementÊtoÊembarkÊonÊaÊspiritualÊ
journeyÊthroughÊtheÊNovenaÊtoÊSt.ÊAnthony.ÊTheÊtradiƟonÊofÊaÊ
Novena,ÊaÊnine-dayÊspiritualÊdevoƟon,ÊallowsÊusÊtoÊprepareÊ
ourÊheartsÊandÊmindsÊforÊtheÊupcomingÊcelebraƟonÊwhileÊ
seekingÊdivineÊfavor.  
  
ThisÊyear,ÊtheÊNovenaÊtoÊSt.ÊAnthonyÊwillÊcommenceÊonÊ
the 31st of May, providingÊusÊwithÊanÊopportunityÊtoÊdeepenÊ
ourÊconnecƟonÊwithÊtheÊgreatÊsaintÊofÊPadua.ÊTheÊrecitaƟonÊofÊ
prayersÊandÊhymnsÊaŌerÊMassÊwillÊserveÊasÊaÊcollecƟveÊ
expressionÊofÊhonorÊandÊaÊrequestÊforÊintercession.  
  
TheÊNovenaÊnotÊonlyÊenhancesÊourÊanƟcipaƟonÊforÊtheÊfeastÊ
ofÊSt.ÊAnthonyÊbutÊalsoÊnurturesÊaÊprofoundÊsenseÊofÊspiritualÊ
awareness.ÊItÊisÊaÊƟmeÊforÊpersonalÊreflecƟonÊandÊgrowth,Ê
allowingÊusÊtoÊdevelopÊaÊdeeperÊappreciaƟonÊforÊtheÊ
significanceÊofÊtheÊupcomingÊcelebraƟon.ÊWeÊinviteÊallÊofÊyouÊ
toÊjoinÊusÊinÊthisÊspiritualÊjourneyÊasÊweÊhonorÊandÊseekÊtheÊ
intercessionÊofÊSt.ÊAnthony.ÊTogether,ÊletÊusÊembraceÊtheÊ
transformaƟveÊpowerÊofÊprayerÊandÊprepareÊourÊheartsÊforÊtheÊ
joyousÊfeastÊthatÊliesÊahead. 
 



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Rene Ramirez RCJ  
Parish Priest 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

DonaƟons for St. Anthony’s Feast Day sƟll needed! 
 
DonaƟonsÊareÊsƟllÊinÊneedÊfor;ÊtheÊpurchaseÊofÊbreadÊandÊflowers,ÊfoodÊtraysÊofÊ
homeÊcookedÊspecialƟes,ÊandÊvolunteersÊtoÊassistÊinÊtheÊprocession,ÊsetÊupÊpriorÊandÊ
packÊupÊonÊtheÊday.ÊProceedsÊofÊtheÊFeastÊdayÊwillÊgoÊtoÊtheÊPoolÊofÊFundsÊtoÊsecureÊ
ourÊChurchÊCleaningÊBudgetÊthisÊyear!Ê  

Donate your used postage 
Stamps to a good cause 

 
ForÊmanyÊyears,ÊpeopleÊinÊtheÊDioceseÊofÊ
SandhurstÊhaveÊbeenÊsavingÊtheirÊusedÊ
postageÊstampsÊandÊsendingÊthemÊtoÊSrÊ
Ursula,ÊaÊMercyÊsister. 
TheÊMercyÊSistersÊthenÊsellÊtheÊdonatedÊ
stampsÊandÊuseÊtheÊproceedsÊtoÊfundÊ
theirÊMercyÊWorksÊprojects.ÊForÊexample,Ê
buyingÊbasicÊtoiletriesÊforÊwomenÊinÊ
prisonÊinÊPapuaÊNewÊGuineaÊorÊschoolÊ
suppliesÊforÊchildrenÊinÊTimor. 
WeÊrecentlyÊsentÊ5ÊparcelsÊofÊstampsÊtoÊSrÊ
Ursula’sÊgroupÊandÊsoÊfarÊoverÊ$5,000ÊhasÊ
beenÊraisedÊfromÊthisÊandÊhasÊbeenÊsentÊ
toÊaÊveryÊvulnerableÊgroupÊofÊpeopleÊwhoÊ
liveÊunsupportedÊinÊWestÊPapua. 
SrÊUrsulaÊwantsÊparishionersÊtoÊknowÊ
howÊmuchÊgoodÊhasÊcomeÊfromÊdonaƟngÊ
theirÊusedÊstampsÊandÊaskedÊthatÊweÊ
keepÊonÊsavingÊourÊoldÊstamps,ÊtheyÊcanÊ
beÊgivenÊtoÊyourÊlocalÊparish,ÊwhoÊwillÊ
passÊthemÊonÊtoÊtheÊMercyÊSisters,ÊviaÊtheÊ
Chancery. 

Results of the Mothers Day 
Flowers for the Missions 

 
$415ÊwasÊraisedÊfromÊtheÊsellingÊofÊ
flowersÊandÊraffleÊƟckets.ÊAllÊproceedsÊ
haveÊgoneÊtoÊtheÊMissions.Ê 
HugeÊThankÊYouÊtoÊthoseÊwhoÊhelped,Ê
LinaÊ&ÊMarioÊBeƩaninÊandÊtheirÊ
Daughter,ÊTeresaÊManno,ÊandÊLucyÊ
Ciancio,ÊandÊtoÊallÊthoseÊwhoÊpurchasedÊ
flowersÊandÊƟcketsÊtoÊmakeÊitÊhappen. 
 
ThankÊyou,ÊMariaÊCorazza.Ê 

NaƟonal Sorry Day 
 
ThisÊSunday,Ê26th May,ÊweÊcelebrateÊ
NATIONALÊSORRYÊDAYÊwhenÊweÊ
commemorateÊtheÊStolenÊGeneraƟons.Ê
ThisÊeventÊmarksÊtheÊbeginningÊ
of NATIONALÊRECONCILIATIONÊ
WEEK withÊtheÊtheme NOWÊMOREÊTHANÊ
EVER –ÊaÊƟmeÊforÊallÊAustraliansÊtoÊlearnÊ
aboutÊourÊsharedÊhistories,ÊculturesÊandÊ
achievements,ÊandÊtoÊexploreÊhowÊeachÊ
ofÊusÊcanÊcontributeÊtoÊachievingÊ
reconciliaƟonÊinÊAustralia.ÊLearnÊmoreÊ
at hƩps://
nrw.reconciliaƟon.org.au/ ÊTheÊ
AustralianÊBishops’ÊOfficeÊhaveÊpreparedÊ
aÊResourceÊforÊSorryÊDayÊwhichÊ
conƟnuesÊtheÊthemeÊofÊtheirÊcurrentÊ
SocialÊJusƟceÊStatement, Live,ÊLoveÊ
Learn:ÊAÊNewÊEngagementÊwithÊ
AboriginalÊ&ÊTorresÊStraitÊIslanderÊ
Peoples. You’llÊfindÊbothÊat hƩps://
socialjusƟce.catholic.org.au/ andÊforÊ
theirÊLaudatoÊSiÊResourceÊfromÊtheÊ
IndigenousÊperspecƟveÊgoÊto hƩps://
socialjusƟce.catholic.org.au/2024/04/30
/laudato-si-week-2/ 

Sacramental Welcoming 
Masses 

 
OnÊSundayÊ2ÊJune,ÊourÊrecentlyÊ
ConfirmedÊyoungÊpeopleÊwillÊaƩendÊ
eitherÊtheÊ9:30amÊorÊ5pmÊMassÊandÊbeÊ
presentedÊwithÊtheirÊcerƟficates.Ê 
WeÊreferÊtoÊtheseÊasÊWelcomingÊMasses,Ê
asÊweÊaskÊallÊourÊParishionersÊtoÊhelpÊ
theseÊfamiliesÊfeelÊtheyÊareÊaÊpartÊofÊourÊ
ParishÊCommunityÊandÊencourageÊtheirÊ
ongoingÊparƟcipaƟon.Ê 



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194 TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,Ê 

betweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊemail:Ê
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

We see more than property. 

0417 347 105 Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent 

& Auctioneer 

Commentators/Lectors/Special Ministers 
Sunday 2nd June 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

 
ÊIfÊyourÊorganisaƟonÊwouldÊ
likeÊtoÊjoinÊourÊcorporateÊ
sponsors,ÊpleaseÊphoneÊorÊ

emailÊtheÊoffice 

 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 
Anniversaries:  VincenzoÊCampi,ÊFrancisÊMurdoch,ÊSalvatoreÊ&Ê

CarmelaÊGagliardi,ÊAntonioÊAndronao,ÊVirginiaÊCallueng,Ê 
IgnazioÊ(John)ÊSpadaro 

Exodus 24:3-8 
Hebrews 9:11-15 

Mark 14:12-16, 22-26 

Next Week’s Readings 

Commentators  
9:30amÊÊXavierÊTanner 
5pmÊÊElizabethÊHolligan 

Lectors 
9:30amÊDavidÊSellwoodÊ(L1)ÊMaryÊCalandroÊ(L2) 
5pmÊHelenÊMayÊ(L1)ÊPaulÊBertolliÊ(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊSrÊPamÊBarlowÊ&ÊGitaÊKelleher 
5pmÊÊCathyÊCannatelliÊ&ÊHelenÊMayÊ 

Support your Parish! 
HelpÊfundÊourÊiniƟaƟvesÊtoÊmoveÊfromÊ

maintenanceÊtoÊmission! 
“Together we do more” 

UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊaccessÊourÊ 
DonaƟonsÊPage.Ê 


