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Information for principals 
Resources  

Resources have been created by ACARA to support school communications with parents of students undertaking 
NAPLAN online this year. FAQs are on the ‘Resources’ page for NAPLAN and NAPLAN online. 

Suggestions to get started:  

• visit ‘Resources’ page on the NAP website 

• print infographics and posters to display in high-traffic zones 

• post on social media accounts 

• publish a news article in your school’s newsletter. 

https://www.nap.edu.au/resources
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/FAQs
https://nap.edu.au/resources
https://nap.edu.au/home
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Information for test administrators  
Conventions of language test (NAPLAN online) – locked section 

The online Conventions of Language (CoL) test includes several branching messages. These messages have been modified 
since NAPLAN 2021. 

 

At the end of the grammar and punctuation (G&P) section students will receive a message advising they have reached the 
end of a locked section. Students should be aware of this locked section so they can manage their time.  

The lock between the G&P and Spelling sections has been done to ensure no advantage to the online students in completing 
the subsequent spelling test as it removes any opportunity for students to gain advantage from the other sections when 
doing the online test. For example, a student is unable to check the correct spelling of a word by going back to the G&P 
section to see how it is spelt.  

 

When students reach the locked message section they will be asked if they are ready to start the next section.  

• When students click ‘No, I want to check my answers’ they will be able to review or change their grammar and 
punctuation answers or revisit flagged items.  

• When students click ‘Yes, I want to start the next section’ they will begin the spelling section and won’t be able to return 
to the grammar and punctuation section.  

Guidance for test administrators to understand the test structure and assist students in managing test time were 
included in the Test Administration Handbooks. A redesigned graphic making the functionality of the lockstep clearer 
to students is available on the NAP website. 

https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-conventions-of-language-infographic.pdf
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General information for parents  

and school communities 

Information on the following slides is general  

information that principals may wish to share,  

through newsletters and other channels, with  

parents and the general school community. 
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Newsletter information – NAPLAN general 
NAPLAN is a nationwide measure through which parents, teachers, schools, education authorities, governments   and the 
broader community can determine how well young Australians are developing the literacy and numeracy skills that provide 
the critical foundation for other learning and for their productive and rewarding participation in the community.  

• NAPLAN tests are one aspect of each school’s assessment and reporting process. NAPLAN does not replace the 
extensive, ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance. A child’s teacher will have the 
best insight into the child’s educational progress. NAPLAN results do not measure overall school quality. 

• NAPLAN questions are directly linked to the Australian Curriculum: English and Mathematics. As such, the best 
preparation students can do for NAPLAN is to learn what they do in the classroom every day. On its own, NAPLAN is 
not a test that can be studied for, and students are not expected to do so.  

• The assessments allow parents to see how their child is progressing against national standards in literacy and numeracy 
and over time. Along with other school assessment reports, NAPLAN supports parents in discussing with teachers their 
child’s strengths and areas for improvement. 

• NAPLAN results can assist teachers by providing additional information to support their professional judgement about 
students’ levels of literacy and numeracy attainment and progress.  

• NAPLAN can support school improvement by enabling teachers to monitor their students’ progress over time against the 
national measure, to identify strengths and areas to improve in teaching programs, and to set goals in literacy and 
numeracy. 

• Students and parents wishing to familiarise themselves with NAPLAN online can visit the public demonstration 
site on the NAP website. Some past NAPLAN papers are also available. 

https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.acara.edu.au/assessment/naplan
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Newsletter information – NAPLAN online 
 

One of the main benefits of NAPLAN online is that it uses tailored (or adaptive) testing. This means that students 
receive questions better suited to their abilities, so they can show what they know and can do.  

Online testing also allows us to provide a wide range of accessibility options to support students with disability to 
access NAPLAN. 

Feedback from students is that they find the online test more engaging. 

For more information about the move to online, visit the ‘NAPLAN online’ page of the NAP website. This year, 

between 10 and 20 May, our school will be doing NAPLAN online. 

NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students are already learning at school. On its own, NAPLAN is 
not a test that can be studied for and students are not expected to do so.  

NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting process – it does not replace ongoing 
assessments made by teachers about student performance; however, students and parents may use individual 
results to discuss progress with teachers.  

Read the NAPLAN information brochure for parents and carers. To see the format of the online tests, visit the public 
demonstration site. 
 

 
 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
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Newsletter information – NAPLAN online 

ICT skills – part of the school curriculum 

Students do not need to be computer experts to take the NAPLAN test online. Making sure  
students have computer skills is part of the school curriculum, and teachers will ensure students are familiar with the 
online test format and the device they will use. 

The writing test is not about handwriting skills and NAPLAN online is not about keyboarding skills.  

Year 3 students will continue to complete the writing assessment on paper.  

To see the types of questions and interactive features of NAPLAN online, try the NAPLAN online public 
demonstration site, available on the NAP website. 
 

 
 

 

https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
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Newsletter information – tailored testing 
Key features of a tailored test 

Your child will be doing NAPLAN online this year. One of the main features of NAPLAN online is that it is a tailored 
(or adaptive) test. 

This means that students receive questions better suited to their abilities, so they can demonstrate what they know 
and can do.  

Tailored tests provide more precise results and trials of the tailored test design show students are more engaged 
with tests that adapt to their test performance. 

Students should not be concerned if they think that the questions are more difficult than expected or they have 
previously experienced – this may simply mean that they are taking a more challenging but more appropriate 
pathway. Harder questions receive a greater weighting so there is no disadvantage in scoring. 

This ‘tailored testing’ approach means that a wider range of student abilities can be tested (compared with the paper 
approach, where all students answer exactly the same questions). 

This video explains how tailored testing works. Further information about tailored testing, is on the NAP website.. 

 

https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/research-and-development/tailored-tests
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/research-and-development/tailored-tests
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/research-and-development/tailored-tests
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/research-and-development/tailored-tests
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/research-and-development/tailored-tests
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/research-and-development/tailored-tests
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Newsletter information – NAPLAN accessibility 
NAPLAN is for everyone: Help for students with disability sitting NAPLAN 

NAPLAN is for everyone. The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 

Authority (ACARA) is committed to an inclusive testing process that allows all 

students to participate in the national assessment program. ACARA has recently 

released a series of videos where students, parents, carers and teachers talk 

about the sense of belonging and achievement students get from participating in 

NAPLAN with their peers.  

NAPLAN’s disability adjustments enable an equivalent learner experience for students during testing and include, for 

example, magnification, alternative questions, keyboard accessibility, extra time, rest breaks and tailored testing. 

Student Halle shared her gratitude that the NAPLAN adjustments allowed her to have an equivalent experience to 

her classmates. “NAPLAN online was actually really helpful because I was in the same classroom as all my other … 

peers. In some ways, it felt better to be part of the class than to be going up somewhere else.” 

This information can help schools, parents, carers and students to together identify reasonable adjustments 

required for individual students with disability to access NAPLAN. Students, parents and carers can also get hands-

on experience with the format and adjustments of the test on the NAPLAN public demonstration site. The Guide for 

schools to assist students with disability to access NAPLAN provides an overview of the process that 

teachers, in consultation with parents and carers, follow to assist students with disability. 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/accessibility
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/guide-for-schools-to-assist-students-with-disability-to-access-naplan.pdf
https://nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/guide-for-schools-to-assist-students-with-disability-to-access-naplan.pdf
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NAPLAN results can assist teachers by providing additional information to support their professional judgement 

about students’ levels of literacy and to monitor their students' progress over time against the national measure. 

Student Shaun encouraged all students to give NAPLAN a go. “If it’s your first time doing it, just don’t worry about it 

... I felt proud of myself for not giving up and just going through it.” 

ACARA gratefully thanks and acknowledges the students, parents/carers, teachers and schools who shared their 

experiences, and gave their time and support to the development of the video series. Visit nap.edu.au to watch the 

videos, or for information on tailored testing, accessibility, disability adjustments, or to view the NAPLAN public 

demonstration site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/accessibility
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/accessibility
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/accessibility
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Accessibility social media assets 

Social videos 

NAPLAN online accessibility (1 min 43 sec) 

What students with disability say about NAPLAN Online (0 min 51 sec) 

What parents and carers of students with disability say about NAPLAN 

online (0 min 59 sec) 

Preparing students with disability for NAPLAN online (1 min 35 sec) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFLqL60K9aE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dqpxqLcA8tw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca4rCgerryw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca4rCgerryw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca4rCgerryw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca4rCgerryw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca4rCgerryw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLBAnqPmGF0
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Quick links 

• Up-to-date frequently asked questions and answers about NAPLAN online: nap.edu.au/online-assessment/FAQs 

• Public demonstration site for students to become familiar with the format of the online tests: nap.edu.au/online-

assessment/public-demonstration-site  

• Guidance about support available for students with disability to access NAPLAN tests: nap.edu.au/naplan/school-

support/adjustments-for-students-with-disability  

• Minimum technical requirements for devices for NAPLAN online: nap.edu.au/online-assessment/technical-requirements  

• Support for parents and carers on the NAP website: nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support 

• Understanding NAPLAN  

• NAPLAN online – tailored testing – YouTube online – YouTube 

https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/FAQs
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/school-support/adjustments-for-students-with-disability
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/school-support/adjustments-for-students-with-disability
https://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/technical-requirements
https://nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIba0PCcSHY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGFseJAM3Ew&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGFseJAM3Ew&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGFseJAM3Ew&feature=youtu.be

