Graduation and prize-giving, 2017

Good evening. It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all here today on behalf of the Governors
of the English College, who are ranged behind me on the platform.

For me personally this is a remarkable occasion. As one of the founders of the College, soon after the
Velvet Revolution, | have attended every graduation ceremony for 20 years or so, but | never expected
to find myself this side of the microphone. However | had the pleasure and honour of being asked to
serve as Chairman of Governors, so here | am.

Some of you will remember that in our early years this position was held by Lord Holme of
Cheltenham, and then, following his death, by Baroness Rawlings. Baroness Rawlings resigned in
October after 8 years of energetic and committed leadership. She told me once that the best thing
about the job was meeting the students, and those of you who were in London on work experience
last October will remember her delight at showing you her beloved House of Lords and chatting in the
bar. We wish her well in her retirement.

| should also mention two other retiring Governors.

Martyn Bond was perhaps the chief inspiration behind the establishment of the English College. It was
he who gathered together like-minded people in London in 1990 to pursue the dream of establishing
a school in Prague which would help in Czechoslovakia’s transition to a fully-fledged liberal
democracy. Martyn, a European to his fingertips, was responsible for two major features of the
school: the adoption of the International Baccalaureate, and the name - the English College. The
school was not to be a traditional ‘British School’, for British expats and other international students
It was to be a school that used English as the medium of teaching but was primarily intended for
Czechs and Slovaks. Martyn will be greatly missed as a Governor, but will continue to support the
College as Deputy Chairman of the English College Foundation, the charity which originally set up the
school.

Neither Baroness Rawlings nor Martyn Bond is able to be here today, but the third former Governor |
wish to highlight is here: Nadézda Mokrejsova. When we first encountered Nad’a she was working in
the Ministry of Education, the one person in a sea of bureaucracy who understood and appreciated
what we were trying to do, and advised us on how to get round the difficulties. She continued to be
our guide round the system until her retirement from the civil service, and then became even more
closely involved as a Governor. | am happy that she is here now to receive our thanks in person.

The last change | have to mention, but by no means the least, is the advent of your new Headmaster,
Dr Nigel Brown. He was chosen from an impressive slate of candidates from all over the world, and
he has proved to be an excellent choice. His calm and reassuring attitude and general unflappability
are a great asset. His standard reply when difficulties arise is: “We’ll make it work”. And he even
seems to be enjoying himself!

Finally, | come to the most important people here today — you, the graduates. This is your day, the
culmination of your years at the English College. You are going out into a world that has changed
radically in the last couple of years. You face a world of fake news and alternative truths. Of social
media which encourage us to live in our own bubble and never engage with others’ opinions, but at
the same time are used to manipulate our views and our votes. A world where patriotism has curdled
into xenophobia and compassion is in short supply.

| know these issues have been a matter of lively debate at the school, and trust that your time here
has inoculated you against the tide of illiberalism and authoritarianism. The English College was
founded to promote critical thinking and analysis, understanding and respect for other cultures. Our



graduates are now in responsible positions in the Czech Republic, in Europe and beyond. | can do no
better than quote the experience of one of our very first graduates, Tomas Pospisil, formerly a
diplomat at the Czech Embassy in Moscow and currently Head of the EU office in St Petersburg. At
the 20+ Anniversary of the English College he spoke along these lines:

During the very first year at the College | learned the meaning of the words biased, unbiased and
prejudice. | hardly understood the idea behind it even in the Czech language because the concept of
biased news, biased analysis or an unbiased position was very new to many in the Czech society of the
early 1990s.

But our teachers patiently taught us to look at history and current events in such a way that we always
try to see the whole picture and not just a part of it. That we try to weigh the arguments for and
against, that we analyse the pros and cons of a solution to be taken.

You may ask why this seems so important to me. Well, every day | analyse issues related to what is
happening in Russia and beyond. The amount of propaganda, manipulated information and prejudice
that we all get in our evening news, not only in Russia but everywhere, about what is happening in
today’s world, is enormous. And part of my job is to filter all this and discern the real picture without
any prejudice. And | remember very well where | first learned to do this - in Vyso¢any, Prague 9. | want
to thank The English College for this.

In closing, may | wish you all the very best as you follow your dreams, as we did ours when we
established The English College.

Ann Lewis CMG, Chairman of the Board of Governors
Slavnostni maturitni vecer, 2017

Dobry vecer, je mi velkym potéSenim, Ze Vas dnes mohu pfivitat jménem spravni rady Anglického
gymnazia, jejiz ¢lenové jsou pfitomni zde na pddiu.

Pro mé osobné je dnesni vecer pozoruhodnou udalosti. Jako jedna ze zakladatel(l gymnazia, brzy po
sametové revoluci, jsem se zUcastnila vSech maturitnich vecer(l za poslednich 20 let, ale nikdy jsem
neocekavala, Ze se ocitnu na této strané mikrofonu. Nicméné jsem méla to potéseni a Cest byt
pozaddana, abych plsobila jako predsedkyné spravni rady, a proto jsem nyni na tomto misté.

Néktefi z Vas si budou pamatovat, Ze v ranych letech Anglického gymnazia zastaval tuto funkci Lord
Holme z Cheltenhamu a potom, po jeho smrti, baronka Rawlings. Baronka Rawlings odstoupila v fijnu
po 8 letech energického a oddaného plisobeni. Jednou mi fekla, Ze nejlepsi na této praci jsou setkani
se studenty a ti z vas, ktefi byli loni v fijnu v Londyné na pracovni stazi, si vzpomenou, jak nadSené
provadéla studenty svou milovanou Snémovnu lord( a poté si s nimi povidala v baru. Pfejeme ji po
odchodu do dlichodu vse dobré.

Méla bych také zminit dva dalSi cleny spravni rady, ktefi rovnéZz odchazeji do dlchodu.
Martyn Bond byl pravdépodobné hlavni inspiraci pro zalozeni Anglického gymnazia. Byl to on, kdo v
roce 1990 shromazdil v Londyné lidi s podobnymi nazory, aby usilovali o zaloZeni Skoly v Praze, ktera
by pomohla Ceskoslovensku v prerodu na plnohodnotnou liberdlni demokracii. Martyn, Evropan
kazdym coulem, byl zodpovédny za dva hlavni rysy skoly: zavedeni mezinarodni maturity IB a nazev -
Anglické gymnazium. Skola nebyla tradi¢ni "britskou $kolou" pro britské expaty a dal$i mezinarodni
studenty, byla to skola, ktera pouzivala angli¢tinu jako prostredek vyuky, ale byla primarné urcena pro



Cechy a Slovaky. Martyn ndm bude ve spravni radé velice chybét, ale $kolu bude podporovat i nadéle
jako mistopredseda English College Foundation, nadace, ktera skolu zalozila.

Ani baronka Rawlings, ani Martyn Bond dnes nemohou zde s ndmi, ale tfeti byvala ¢lenka spravni
rady, kterou bych rada zminila, je zde: Nadézda MokrejSova. Kdyz jsme se poprvé s Nadou setkali,
pracovala na Ministerstvu Skolstvi, jedina osoba v mofi byrokracie, kterd chapala a ocenovala to, o co
jsme se pokouseli, a poradila ndm, jak prekonat problémy. Ve své pomoci pokracdovala a byla nasim
privodcem v systému az do svého odchodu ze statni spravy, a pak se jesté vice angaZovala jako ¢lenka
spravni rady. Jsem stastna, Ze je dnes tady, abychom ji mohli osobné podékovat.

Posledni zména, kterou musim zminit, neméné duleZita, je prichod nového feditele, Dr. Nigela
Browna. Byl vybran z velkého mnozstvi plsobivych kandidati z celého svéta a dokazal, Ze je vynikajici
volbou. Jeho klidny a povzbudivy pfistup a vSeobecnd vyrovnanost jsou velkym pfinosem. Jeho
standardni odpovéd pfi obtizich je: "To zvladneme." A zda se, Ze si to dokonce i uziva!

Konecné se dostavam k Vam, nejdulezitéjsim lidem dnesniho vedera - k Vam, absolventlm. Je to vas
den, vyvrcholeni vasich let na Anglickém gymnaziu. Vydavate se do svéta, ktery se v poslednich letech
radikdlné zménil. Celite svétu plnému fale$nych zprav a alternativnich pravd, svétu socidlnich médii,
ktery nas povzbuzuje k tomu, abychom Zili v nasi vlastni bubliné a nikdy se nezabyvali ndzory ostatnich,
a ktery zaroven manipuluje s nasimi nazory a hlasy. Svét, v némz se vlastenectvi zvrhlo do xenofobie a
souciténi je nedostatkovym zbozim.

Vim, Ze tyto otadzky byly ve Skole diskutovany pfi Zivé debaté, a vérim, Ze pobyt na tomto gymnaziu
Vas ucinilo obranyschopnymi pred opakem liberalismu a autoritarstvim. Anglické gymnazium bylo
zalozeno za Ucelem podpory kritického mysleni a analyzy, porozuméni a respektu k ostatnim kulturam.
Nasi absolventi jsou nyni v odpovédnych pozicich v Ceské republice, v Evropé i mimo ni. Nemohu ne?
citovat zkusenost jednoho z nasich prvnich absolventl, Tomase Pospisila, byvalého diplomata na
Velvyslanectvi CR v Moskvé a soucasného vedouciho kancelafe EU v Petrohradé. PFi 20. vyro&i
Anglického gymnazia fekl toto:

Béhem prvniho ro¢niku na Abglickém gymnaziu jsem se naudil vyznam slov predpojaty, nestranny a
predsudek. Sotva jsem jim rozumél v ceském jazyce, protoze koncepce predpojatych zprav,
predpojatych analyz nebo objektivniho postaveni byla pro mnohé v ceské spolecnosti na pocatku
devadesatych let velmi nova.

Ale nasi ucitelé nas trpélivé ucili, abychom se divali na historii a aktualni udalosti tak, abychom se vzdy
snazili vidét cely obraz a ne jen jeho ¢ast, zvaZovat argumenty pro a proti a abychom analyzovali
vyhody a nevyhody feseni, které je tfeba ptijmout.

MuUZete se ptat, pro€ se mi to zda dllezité. Kazdy den analyzuji problémy souvisejici s tim, co se déje
v Rusku i jinde. MnoiZstvi propagandy, manipulovanych informaci a predsudk(l, které vsichni
dostavame ve vecernich zpravach, nejen v Rusku, ale vSude, o tom, co se déje v dnesnim svéte, je
obrovské. A mym ukolem je filtrovat to vSechno a rozpoznat skutecny obraz bez predsudk(. A velmi
dobfre si pamatuji, kde jsem se to poprvé naucil - ve Vysocanech, v Praze 9. Za to dékuji Anglickému
gymnaziu.

Na zavér mi dovolte Vam popfrat vse nejlepsi v plnéni vasich sn(, stejné tak jako nam se to podafrilo
pfi zaloZeni Anglického gymnazia.

Ann Lewis CMG, prfedsedkyné spravni rady skoly






