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Kunyi June Anne McInerney was just four years old when she 
and three siblings were taken from their family to the 
Oodnadatta Children’s Home in South Australia in the 1960’s. 
Through an extraordinary collection of over 60 paintings, 
accompanied by stories, Kunyi presents a rare chronicle of 
what it was like for her and the other Children’s Home kids who 
became her family. 
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“The other day this little one asked me, ‘When did you start being 
an Aborigine, and how old were you when you started that?’ Like 
it was a career path or something. I just cracked up laughing.” 
Boori Monty Pryor’s path has taken him from the Aboriginal 
fringe camps of his birth to the catwalk, the basketball court, 
the DJ console, and now to performance and story-telling 
around the country. This is an anniversary edition of a powerful 
Australian story.
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During Tasmania’s gruesome Black War of 1823-31, Tongerlongeter led 
the most effective Aboriginal resistance campaign in Australian history. 
Hi Oyster Bay Nation of southeast Tasmania and his ally Montpelliatta’s 
Big River Nation of central Tasmania embarked on 710 attacks, killing 182 
colonists and wounding a further 176. First Nations casualties were up to 
three times greater and their population plummeted. Militarily it was a 
lost cause, yet these Aboriginal warriors’ determined resistance and 
dogged commitment to Country, culture and each other provoked 
desperation at every level of the fledgling colony.


