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Looking at the Readings 
TheÊfirstÊreading,ÊfromÊtheÊProphetÊMalachiÊspeaksÊofÊtheÊpurificaƟonÊofÊtheÊ
Temple.ÊItÊisÊanÊanalogy,ÊforÊitÊisÊtheÊpurificaƟonÊofÊtheÊpeopleÊthatÊwillÊbeÊ
achievedÊwithÊtheÊComingÊofÊtheÊLord.ÊTheÊleƩerÊtoÊtheÊHebrews,ÊtheÊsecondÊ
reading,ÊalsoÊspeaksÊofÊtheÊcleansingÊofÊtheÊheartsÊofÊtheÊpeopleÊbyÊtheÊoneÊ
whoÊcameÊinÊfleshÊandÊblood,ÊjustÊlikeÊus,ÊtoÊdoÊawayÊwithÊsin.ÊWhileÊthisÊfeastÊ
dayÊlooksÊbackÊtoÊChristmasÊitÊalsoÊlooksÊforwardÊtoÊEaster.ÊTheÊfeastÊ
celebratesÊtheÊpurificaƟon,ÊtheÊcomingÊofÊChrist,ÊandÊtheÊtrueÊLightÊofÊtheÊ
world. 
TheÊBlessingÊandÊSongÊofÊSimeonÊandÊtheÊPraiseÊandÊWordsÊofÊAnnaÊareÊtheÊ
heartÊofÊtoday’sÊGospel.ÊJosephÊandÊMaryÊwentÊtoÊtheÊtempleÊtoÊdoÊwhatÊtheÊ
lawÊrequiredÊregardingÊpurificaƟonÊandÊpresentaƟon.ÊTheyÊwereÊgreetedÊbyÊ
SimeonÊandÊAnna.ÊEvenÊasÊaÊsmallÊnewlyÊbornÊtheseÊpropheƟcÊpersonsÊ
recognisedÊinÊJesusÊasÊtheÊoneÊwhoÊisÊtoÊsufferÊandÊbringÊsalvaƟonÊandÊlightÊtoÊ
theÊnaƟons. 
AsÊweÊbeginÊtheÊnewÊyear,ÊweÊgiveÊpraiseÊtoÊGodÊforÊbringingÊChristÊourÊlightÊ
intoÊourÊworld.ÊWeÊcelebrateÊitÊinÊChristmasÊandÊEpiphany,ÊinÊtoday’sÊfeastÊ
andÊatÊEasterÊ(20ÊAprilÊ2025).Ê 
 

Words of Pope Francis 
TheÊFeastÊofÊtheÊPresentaƟonÊofÊJesusÊatÊtheÊTempleÊisÊalsoÊknownÊasÊtheÊ
FeastÊofÊtheÊEncounter:ÊJesusÊgoesÊtoÊmeetÊhisÊpeople.ÊThus,ÊthisÊisÊtheÊ
encounterÊbetweenÊJesusÊandÊhisÊpeople,ÊrepresentedÊbyÊSimeonÊandÊAnnaÊ
thatÊtookÊplaceÊinÊtheÊTemple.ÊWhatÊdoesÊStÊLukeÊsayÊofÊtheÊelderly?ÊHeÊ
wrote:ÊSimeonÊwasÊaÊrighteousÊandÊdevoutÊman,ÊAnnaÊwasÊaÊ“prophetess”ÊInÊ
short,ÊtheseÊtwoÊeldersÊareÊfullÊofÊlife!ÊTheyÊareÊfullÊofÊlifeÊbecauseÊtheyÊareÊ
enlivenedÊbyÊtheÊHolyÊSpirit,ÊobedientÊtoÊhisÊacƟon,ÊsensiƟveÊtoÊhisÊcallsÊ.... 
 

Prayer of Blessing of Candles (2) 
OÊGod,ÊtrueÊlight,ÊwhoÊcreateÊlightÊeternal,ÊspreadingÊitÊfarÊandÊwide,Êpour,ÊweÊ
pray,ÊintoÊtheÊheartsÊofÊtheÊfaithfulÊtheÊbrillianceÊofÊperpetualÊlight,ÊsoÊthatÊallÊ
whoÊareÊbrightenedÊinÊyourÊholyÊtempleÊbyÊtheÊsplendourÊofÊtheseÊcandlesÊ
mayÊhappilyÊreachÊtheÊlightÊofÊyourÊglory.ÊThroughÊChristÊourÊLord.ÊR. Amen. 
 

On the Lighter Side 
FollowingÊlastÊweek’sÊnameÊcountÊforÊEzraÊ(406)ÊoverÊ9,600ÊchildrenÊwereÊ
registeredÊinÊAustraliaÊwithÊtheÊfirstÊnameÊ“Anna”ÊfromÊ1954ÊtoÊ2023.ÊNoÊ
statsÊareÊavailableÊforÊSimeon. 

Liturgical Joƫngs 
Candlemas 

 
TradiƟonallyÊtheÊfeastÊofÊtheÊ
PresentaƟonÊofÊtheÊLordÊinÊtheÊTempleÊ
isÊcelebratedÊonÊtheÊ40thÊdayÊaŌerÊ
Christmas,ÊthatÊisÊonÊ2ÊFebruary.ÊThisÊ
year,ÊbeingÊaÊSundayÊtheÊfeastÊdisplacesÊ
theÊ4thÊSundayÊinÊOrdinaryÊƟme.Ê
ThoughÊtheÊChristmasÊseasonÊclosedÊ
withÊtheÊEpiphanyÊandÊtheÊBapƟsmÊofÊ
theÊLord,ÊtheÊPresentaƟonÊbringsÊusÊ
backÊtoÊsomeÊvesƟgesÊofÊtheÊChristmasÊ
themesÊofÊLightÊandÊtheÊcomingÊChristÊ
inÊourÊmidstÊandÊChristÊforÊallÊnaƟons.Ê
TheÊfeastÊalsoÊfocusesÊontoÊtheÊTempleÊ
inÊJerusalemÊandÊonÊcandles.ÊItÊisÊtheÊ
dayÊthatÊcandlesÊforÊliturgy,ÊprayerÊatÊ
homeÊandÊinÊschoolsÊareÊblessed. 
TheÊfeastÊaroseÊinÊtheÊfourthÊcenturyÊ
andÊtheÊblessingÊofÊcandlesÊonÊthisÊdayÊ
inÊtheÊ11thÊcentury,ÊsoÊcalledÊ
Candlemas.ÊTheÊlastÊƟmeÊtheÊfeastÊ
occurredÊonÊaÊSundayÊwasÊinÊ2020,ÊtheÊ
nextÊwillÊbeÊinÊ2031. 

ThisÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

JeremiahÊ1:4-4,Ê17-19 
1ÊCorinthiansÊ12:31-13:13 

LukeÊ4:21-30 

NextÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

IsaiahÊ6:1-8 
1ÊCorinthiansÊ15:1-11 

LukeÊ5:1-11 



WhatÊaÊwonderfulÊcelebraƟonÊatÊStÊMel’sÊParish!ÊOnÊSunday,Ê19ÊJanuary,ÊtheÊparishÊjoyfullyÊembracedÊtheÊFeastÊofÊSantoÊNiño,ÊaÊ
cherishedÊtradiƟonÊfromÊtheÊPhilippines. 

 

TheÊ9:30amÊMassÊbeganÊwithÊtheÊvibrantÊSinulogÊdancers,ÊseƫngÊaÊspiritÊofÊdevoƟonÊandÊfesƟvity.ÊFollowingÊtheÊMass,ÊparishionersÊ
gatheredÊtoÊenjoyÊaÊdelighƞulÊfeastÊofÊFilipinoÊcuisineÊfromÊvariousÊfoodÊtrucks,ÊcreaƟngÊaÊbeauƟfulÊsenseÊofÊcommunityÊandÊsharedÊjoy. 

SuchÊcelebraƟonsÊnotÊonlyÊhonourÊfaithÊandÊtradiƟonÊbutÊalsoÊbringÊpeopleÊtogetherÊinÊaÊspiritÊofÊunityÊandÊgraƟtude. 
 

AÊhugeÊthankÊyouÊtoÊtheÊcommiƩeeÊforÊtheirÊdedicaƟonÊandÊhardÊworkÊinÊorganizingÊsuchÊaÊwonderfulÊcelebraƟon,ÊandÊtoÊFr.ÊRuelÊforÊhisÊ
visionÊandÊleadershipÊinÊbringingÊthisÊeventÊtoÊlife.ÊWeÊtrulyÊhopeÊthisÊwillÊbecomeÊanÊannualÊevent,ÊconƟnuingÊtoÊbringÊfaith,Êculture,Ê

andÊcommunityÊtogetherÊinÊaÊjoyfulÊandÊmeaningfulÊway. 

Viva Pit Señor!  



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Rene Ramirez RCJ  
Parish Priest 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

CongratulaƟons  
 

to Most Reverend Rene 
Ramirez RCJ on his Episcopal 

ConsecraƟon as Auxiliary 
Bishop for the Catholic 

Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
 

May his ministry be blessed 
with wisdom, strength, and 
compassion as he conƟnues 
to serve the Church and the 

faithful.  
 

St Mel's Parish and all who 
have been touched by his 

pastoral care surely celebrate 
this special milestone with 
prayers and best wishes for 

his future mission. 

Shepparton Men’s Group 
 
TheÊMen’sÊgroupÊfromÊourÊlocalÊParishesÊwillÊ
meetÊforÊtheÊfirstÊƟmeÊinÊ2025ÊonÊSaturdayÊtheÊ
8th ofÊFebruaryÊatÊ7.30amÊinÊtheÊParishÊcenter.Ê
TheÊmen’sÊgroupÊmeetsÊfortnightlyÊtoÊshareÊ
breakfastÊandÊaÊfaithÊreflecƟonÊtopic,ÊnormallyÊinÊtheÊStÊBrendan’sÊParishÊcenter.ÊJesusÊ
encouragesÊusÊtoÊgatherÊasÊfriendsÊoŌen,ÊJesusÊoŌenÊsharedÊaÊmealÊwithÊpeopleÊfromÊ
hisÊcommunity,ÊheÊvaluedÊtheseÊgatheringsÊveryÊmuch.ÊItÊisÊinÊtheÊsimpleÊencountersÊofÊ
lifeÊthatÊweÊmeetÊourÊGod,ÊpresentÊinÊtheÊotherÊpersonÊweÊencounter.ÊIfÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊ
toÊmeetÊotherÊmenÊinÊaÊrelaxedÊenvironmentÊsharingÊfriendshipÊoverÊmealÊandÊ
reflecƟonÊpleaseÊconsiderÊjoiningÊusÊonÊSaturdayÊtheÊ8th ofÊFeb,ÊatÊStÊBrendan’s. 
AnyÊquesƟonsÊtoÊAnthonyÊKilmarƟn,Ê58212633ÊTuesdayÊorÊThursday 



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194  

TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,ÊbetweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊ 
email:Êsheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

21 Watson Street, Shepparton VIC 3630 
T 03 5821 9055  F 03 5831 3634  M  0408 055 748 
www.sheppartonfoodservices.com.au 
orders@sheppartonfoodservices.com.au  

 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 
Anniversaries:ÊEllenÊMcManus 

Commentators/Lectors/ 
Special Ministers 

 

Sunday 9th  
February 

Commentators 
9:30amÊÊSevÊCortese 
5pmÊÊTrishÊMathisen 

Lectors 
9:30amÊSrÊPamÊBarlowÊ(L1)Ê(L2)Ê 
5pmÊÊSteveÊHicksÊ(L1)ÊAnthonyÊBuƩsÊ(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊLucyÊCiancioÊ&ÊMareeÊMcKenna 
5pmÊÊN/A 

Support your Parish! 
 

HelpÊfundÊourÊiniƟaƟvesÊtoÊmoveÊfromÊ
maintenanceÊtoÊmission! 
 

“Together we do more” 
 

UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊaccessÊourÊDonaƟonsÊPage.Ê 

Working Bee Days 
 
WeÊinviteÊallÊthoseÊavailableÊtoÊassistÊwithÊaÊworkingÊbeeÊ 
atÊSt.ÊMel'sÊParishÊtoÊjoinÊusÊon: 
 

Wednesday, 5th February, at 10:00 am 
Saturday, 8th February, at 10:00 am 

 

AÊlistÊofÊtasksÊwillÊbeÊprovided,ÊwithÊjobsÊrangingÊfromÊlightÊ
toÊheavyÊwork.ÊPleaseÊbringÊalongÊglovesÊandÊanyÊtoolsÊyouÊ
thinkÊmayÊbeÊuseful. 
 

YourÊhelpÊandÊsupportÊwillÊbeÊgreatlyÊappreciatedÊasÊweÊ
comeÊtogetherÊtoÊcareÊforÊ 
ourÊparishÊaheadÊofÊtheÊThanksgivingÊMass! 


