


Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge and pay 

respects to the people of the 

Wurundjeri Willum Clan of the 

Kulin Nation whose land we 

come together on today to 

learn, share and grow.
“My country”, 2009 

by Kuruwarriyingathi Bijarrb Paula Paul



Lord Jesus Christ,

We come before You with hearts full of hope as we begin 
this new school year.

May we be guided by the example of St. Mary MacKillop, 
who inspired us to "be calm and full of hope”.

In this year of Jubilee 2025, renew our faith and strengthen 
our spirits,

that we may face each challenge with peace and trust in 
Your love.

Guide us to be a light of hope to one another,

and help us build a future filled with Your grace and peace.

Amen.

Prayer



Learning at SMCM

"We must prepare children for the path, instead of the path for children.”



Our First 12 Days of Learning 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1TJFu_p5P2YhdCOTqy5fA4eDAUvLRdXbZ/preview


Daily Routine
8:45am Students enter learning studios via external doors, unpack, prayer and 

mark the roll.

8.55am 1st Learning session

9:55am 2nd Learning session (including Brain Food: a small cut up fruit snack)

10:55am First Break - outdoor play

11:35am Supervised Eating Time 

11:45am 3rd Learning session

12:45pm 4th Learning session

1:45pm Second break 

2:25pm 5th learning session

3:25pm Dismissal from homegroup



Timetable Reminders



English



P.A.I.R Home Reading



Important Points to Remember
● Give your child time and lots 

of encouragement

● Create conversations

● There are no wrong answers 
just answers that may need 
support or prompting 

● The conversation is a critical 
thing



Mathematics



Important Points to Remember
● Encourage ‘struggle time’ at home

● Repetition of number facts supports 
number fluency and recall from long 
term memory

● Develop persistence and independence 
through problem solving

● There can often be many solutions (it 
may not be just the one answer)

● Expose your child to mathematics in the 
real world as often as possible



Play-based Learning
● When children play with other children and 

interact with adults, they create relationships 
and friendships, test out ideas, challenge each 
other’s thinking and build new understandings. 

● Play provides both a context (a place or space 
where children play) and a process (a way of 
learning and teaching) where children can ask 
questions, solve problems and engage in 
critical thinking. 

● Play-based learning provides opportunities for 
children to learn as they discover, create, 
improvise and imagine.



Religious Education

● Scriptures provides an understanding 
of faith, morality and values

● Catholic beliefs, teachings and values 
create a sense of community and 
belonging

● Cross-curricular learning that 
integrates the light of faith, the joy of 
discovery and the richness of diverse 
cultures 



Inquiry Based Learning
● Curiosity of Learning: asking questions 

about the world around them

● Problem-Solving Skills: thinking critically by 
‘finding out’ via researching/investigating

● Learning Enthusiasm: creating a love for 
discovering new things

● Independence: being confident to make 
conclusions and take action



Oral Language with Simone Visual Arts with Ellen or Elna

Specialist Classes



Performing Arts with ElnaPhysical Education with Lisa

Specialist Classes



Student Wellbeing & Learning Diversity
● All children have diverse 

needs
● At school we meet the 

needs of all learners. This 
may look different for some 
children

● Early identification & 
intervention if needed leads 
to the best outcomes

● It is a partnership between 
home and school



Student Wellbeing & Learning Diversity
Creating safe, 
inclusive and 
respectful 
environments.



Beginning of Year Assessment
● An opportunity to find out more about 

what your child can do
● Teachers analyse the data and use the 

information to inform the teaching 
● Targeted teaching allows us to best 

meet the needs of each child



Teaching and Learning



Teaching and Learning



Teaching and Learning



Teaching and Learning



Teaching and Learning



Teaching and Learning





Online Learning Logs
The Online Learning Logs (OLLs) is a digital 

platform for students, parents and 
teachers to report and celebrate student 

learning. 
You can access your child’s OLL through the 

Seesaw Family app
The app is available from the App store or 

the Google Play store



TAG! You’re it!



Community and Family 
Engagement
● Children do well in school when 

they and their families feel 
connected and part of the wider 
school community. 

What is CaFE?

● How can you foster this? Attend family events! 
○ Foundation Welcome Picnic - Thursday 13th March
○ 2025 SMCM Community Fair Saturday 22nd March, 10am-3pm

● There will be other events throughout the year that we need volunteers 
for such as Mothers’ and Fathers’ Day stalls, etc. 









Staying Connected





Parent Handbook

A handbook was distributed last year, 
this can be found in your child’s take 
home pack. 

Information discussed can be found 
in this booklet as well other useful 
information about school.



Questions?

Thank you for supporting your child.
We are partners in learning. 


