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All primary school children should go to 

school. This means all children in  

Prep  to Grade  6. 

Your child will learn good habits. 

For example, 

●● wake up early

●● eat breakfast

●● go to school on time.

Good habits will also help your child at             

high school. 

Your child will make friends. It is good for your 

child to see their friends each day.  
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Your child will 

●● keep up with school work

●● do well in tests.

Each school day matters. Having just  1  day 

off makes it hard for your child to catch up. 

The main reasons for a day off

Your child is sick.

This can happen sometimes. 

Help your child to stay well. 

Your child needs to

●● go to sleep early

●● eat healthy food. For example, 

fruit and vegetables

●● drink water

●● exercise. For example, swim or walk. 
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Your child may lie to you. 

You think your child is at school. They may go

●● down the street

●● to a friends house. 

This is called wagging or truancy.  

The school can help you. Talk to the teacher 

about truancy.

Bad reasons to have a day off school. 

None of these are good reasons for a day off.

●● Fun activities. For example,

–– shopping

–– going to see your family

●● A special event. For example, a birthday 

●● Helping friends and family. For example,

–– looking after brothers and sisters

–– translating English for your family.

Translating means turn words into a 

different language.

Having just  1  day off makes it hard for your 

child to catch up. 
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The school can help you 

Talk to the teacher. They can give you 

homework for your child. Homework helps your 

child keep up with school work.

Your child might be away from school for a 

long time. For example,

●● your child is sick

or

●● your family go on a long holiday. 

You can do a plan with teachers.  

The plan says

●● what your child needs to learn

●● the work your child will do

●● how you will help your child.

This plan is called an absence learning plan
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If your child will not go to school, ask the 

teacher for help. The school will work with you. 

The school will try to help you get your child 

back to school. 

Schools and teachers want the 
best for your child 

Having days off can be a big problem. 

The school may say

●● your child has too many days off school

●● you do not try hard enough to get your 

child to school

●● you do not work with the school to fix 

the problem. 

The government can send you a fine. 

Do not let days off become a problem.
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More information

Website

www.education.vic.gov.au/schools/parents/

behaviour/Pages/studentattendance.aspx

Click on  School -  For Parents - Behaviour 

and Attendance - Everyday counts

Contact information

Offices

North Eastern Victoria Region

Email  nevr@edumail.vic.gov.au

Benalla

Post  	 PO Box  403  Benalla  3672

Address  	 150  Bridge Street 

		  East Benalla  3672

Phone  	 (03) 5761 2100
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Glen Waverley

Address  	 Level  3,  295  Springvale Road

		  Glen Waverley  3150

Phone  	 (03) 9265 2400

North Western Victoria Region

Email  nwvr@edumail.vic.gov.au

Bendigo

Post  	 PO Box  442 Bendigo  3552

Address  	 7 - 15  McLaren Street 

		  Bendigo  3550

Phone  	 (03) 5440 3111

Coburg

Post  	 Locked Bag  2001  Coburg  3058

Address  	 Level  2, 

		  189  Urquhart Street Coburg  3058

Phone  	 (03) 9488 9488
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South Eastern Victoria Region

Email  sevr@edumail.vic.gov.au

Dandenong

Post  	 PO Box  5  Dandenong  3175

Address  	 165-169  Thomas Street

		  Dandenong  3175

Phone  	 (03) 8765 5600

Moe

Post  	 PO Box  381  Moe  3825

Address  	 Corner Kirk and Haigh Streets 

		  Moe  3825

Phone  	 (03) 5127 0400

South Western Victoria Region

Email  swvr@edumail.vic.gov.au

Ballarat

Address  	 109  Armstrong Street North 		

		  Ballarat  3350

Phone  	 (03) 5337 8444
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West Footscray

Address  	 Level  3  Whitten Oval 

		  417  Barkly Street  

		  West Footscray  3012

		  (go in through glass sliding doors)

Phone  	 (03) 8397 0300

Geelong

Post  	 PO Box  2086  Geelong  3220

Address  	 5A  Little Ryrie Street 

		  Geelong  3220

Phone  	 (03) 5225 1000
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Scope’s Communication Resource Centre wrote the Easy English.

February 2014.  www.scopevic.org.au

To see the original contact Department of Education and Early 

Childhood Development.

Mayer-Johnson LLC says we can use the Picture 

Communication Symbols


