
equal  emphasis  on process  ( researching ,  communicat ing ,  col laborat ing ,  p lanning ,  des igning ,  etc . )  and
content  knowledge
genuine cur ios i ty  and wonderment  ( f rom students  AND teachers )
s tudent  vo ice  i s  ev ident  – student  interests ,  quest ions  and theor ies  are  valued 
students  are  provided with  genuine choices  over  content  of  learning ,  process  of  learning and learning
products
pr ior  knowledge  i s  ascerta ined and bui l t  upon  
s tudents  act ively  construct  knowledge  through provocat ions ,  hands-on exper iences ,  research ,  process ing
and communicat ing thei r  understandings
learning is  soc ia l  –  s tudents  learn f rom each other  and f rom others  in  the learning community  
learning occurs  across  the  d isc ipl ines  and is  p lanned for  by  c lassroom and specia l is t  teachers  to  fac i l i tate
broad connect ions   
ref lect ion  and metacognit ion  (understanding of  onesel f  as  a  th inker  and learner )  are  valued and planned for

Inqui ry  learning may take var ious  forms depending on the content ,  context ,  age and developmental  s tage of
students ,  but  the fo l lowing character is t ics  are  cons idered integral  features :  

SPOTLIGHT ON
INQUIRY LEARNING

@ BPS
 INQUIRY LEARNING

Inqui ry  learning at  Beaumar is  Pr imary  School  i s  an approach to  teaching the Victor ian Curr iculum which
encourages  our  s tudents  to  engage with ,  and explore ,  the world  around them.  Learning through inqui ry  i s
mult i -d isc ipl inary  and pr ior i t i ses  authent ic  problems that  requi re  cr i t ica l  and creat ive  th inking to  be explored
in  a  deep and meaningful  way .  Students  develop thei r  abi l i ty  to  ask  quest ions ,  des ign and invest igate  l ines  of
inqui ry ,  interpret  ev idence ,  form explanat ions  and arguments ,  communicate  f indings  and develop act ions .  

A  s t rong and connected learning community  i s  support ive  to  s tudent  success!  We warmly  inv i te  parents ,
grandparents ,  fami ly  f r iends  and community  members  who have knowledge or  interest  in  any of  the areas
below,  to  speak with  c lassroom teachers  about  how you can support  our  inqui ry  program.  

Concepts  
 

A  concept  i s  a  ‘b ig  idea ’  that
helps  s tudents  make sense of  the
world  around them.  Concepts  are

broad and t ransferable  across
subject  d isc ipl ines .  Learning
through concepts  promotes

meaning and understanding ,
chal lenging students  to  engage
with s igni f icant  ideas .  Examples
of  concepts :  change,  community ,
responsib i l i ty ,  cul ture ,  d ivers i ty .  

INQUIRY TERMS UNPACKED

 Inquiry  Project
 

A  real  wor ld  problem or
chal lenge-based task  where

students  are  g iven the
opportuni ty  to  demonstrate
thei r  understanding of  the

big  quest ion .  Pro jects
incorporate  des ign th inking
and of ten involve students

tak ing act ion .  

In  learning conversat ions  with  your  chi ld ,  you may hear  some of  the fo l lowing terms :

Lines  of  Inquiry   
 

Guid ing quest ions
that  bui ld  

 understanding
towards  answer ing
the ‘b ig  quest ion ’ .

The l ines  of  inqui ry
are  informed by the
Victor ian Curr iculum
learning outcomes .

 
Big Quest ion 

 
The overarching

quest ion of  importance
to inqui re  into .  Al l

teaching and learning
works  towards  a  deep
understanding of  th is
r ich  and compel l ing

quest ion .  
 

Prep
Geography

How are we part of
a community?

 

Year 1
History

How has family life
changed over time?

 

Year 2
Geography
How has our

environment and
connection to place
changed over time?

Year 3
History 

How does the past
affect the present?

 

Year 4
Geography

How does where we
live affect how we

live?
 

Year 5 & 6 
Civics & 

 Citizenship
How can I be an

active local, national
and global citizen?


