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Acknowledgement of Country
St Peter’s Primary School acknowledges the Wurundjeri and 

Bunurong people of the Kulin Nation as Traditional 
Custodians of the land on which we learn, work and play.

We pay respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Elders, past and present, who have lived in the area and 

been an integral part of the region’s history.



What will you do in the classroom?

3

● Work with small groups of children, 
assisting with literacy activities.

● Provide a role model for learning.

● Your support during the literacy 
block will help children to remain 
on task while the teacher is 
working with their focus group.



Some examples of literacy activities 
classroom helpers may be involved in:
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• Word/letter games (grapheme/phoneme relationships)
• Speaking and listening activities
• Reading aloud for fluency
• Comprehension
• Reading to students
• Talking about writing
• Assisting with writing tasks
• Listening to children read their writing.



What does helping 
involve and what do 

I say and do?
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As your child's first teacher, you 
have already taught them to 
speak and listen by:

• Expecting them to speak.

• Providing models of how spoken 

language works.

• Demonstrating how to listen.

• Supporting their attempts with 

praise.

You can support children in the 
classroom by:

• Asking open-ended questions.

• Pausing and waiting for answers.

• Giving prompts.

• Rephrasing while supporting their 

attempts.

• Being an active listener.

• Offering praise.

Listening and Speaking
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What else should be kept in 
mind when helping?

• All children can learn.
• Children learn at different rates and have different learning needs.
• Retain confidentiality: The privacy of both parents and children must be 

respected at all times.
• Please do not mention the names of children or teachers with whom you 

are working in front of your own children or other parents.
• Children can easily be hurt by apparently harmless remarks from adults 

or other children.



Helpful hints…
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● When you arrive in the classroom, familiarise yourself with the 
activities.

● When reading to a group, use expression and ensure all the 
children can see the text.

● Throughout the session, insist that the children remain on task 
and work as quietly as possible so that other students are not 
interrupted.

● At the end of the session, encourage the children to pack up 
their activity.



Child Safety and Wellbeing policy , 
SPC Parent/Guardian/Carer Code of Conduct, 
Child Safety Standards and 
Working with Children Check

9 https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/about-the-de
partment/child-safe-code-of-conduct

https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/about-the-department/child-safe-code-of-conduct
https://www.justice.vic.gov.au/about-the-department/child-safe-code-of-conduct
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Child Safe Standards
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Child Safe Standards
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How to get a WWCC
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au

● It is FREE if you are a volunteer
● Nominate St Peter’s as your place of volunteering
● A copy will automatically be sent to the school
● If St Peter’s is NOT nominated, you will need to present a copy of 

your card to Margaret in the office
● Regularly check that your card is valid
● If you are unsure if you are on our register, check with Margaret.

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au


Availability 
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Questions


