
   

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Dishan Candappa 
Assistant Priest: Fr Samuel Pearson 
E. samuel.pearson@cam.org.au 
Deacon:  Rev Poukesi Vaka’uta 
                0423 659 605 (Tongan Chaplain) 
 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 AM – 2PM 
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 
 

School of the Good Shepherd 
PO Box 2400 
88 South Circular Road 
Gladstone Park Vic 3043 
Principal: Carmela D’Amato 
Tel: 9338 7686 Fax: 9335 2586 
E. principal@sogsgpark.catholic.edu.au 
 
St Carlo Borromeo 
5 – 9 Drummond Street 
Greenvale Vic 3059 
Principal: Kevin Gleeson 
Tel: 9333 2572 Fax: 9333 2187 
E: principal@scgreenvale.catholic.edu.au 
 
Mary Queen of Heaven 
75 French Road 
Greenvale Vic 3059 
Principal: Renae Gentile 
Tel: 7379 5600 
E: principal@mqhgvale.catholic.edu.au 
 
WEEKDAY MASS TIMES: 
Monday – Friday: 
9:15 AM  - Good Shepherd Church 
 
WEEKEND MASS TIMES: 
Saturday: 9:15 AM – Good Shepherd 
                   6:00 PM  - Good Shepherd 
Sunday:    9:00 AM  - St Carlo Borromeo 
                  11:00 AM - Good Shepherd 
                   5:00 PM - Good Shepherd 

 
ADORATION & BENEDICTION 
The first Friday of the month after the morning Mass at 
Good Shepherd Church. 
 
MARIAN NOVENA 
Wednesday at 6:30 PM preceeded by 
Adoration/Confession at 6:00 PM 
 
CONFESSION & RECONCILIATION 
Wed-Fri: 8:40 AM - 9:00 AM 
Wed: 6:00 PM – 6:20 PM 
Saturday: 9:45 AM & 5:30 PM , or by appointment. 
 
BAPTISM PREPARATION 
2ND & 4TH Tuesdays of the month at 6:00 PM. Bookings 
essential. 
 

WEDDING PREPARATION 
Bookings to be made 6 months prior to wedding date. 
Bookings made through Parish Office. 

 

 

Good Shepherd  
Catholic Parish 

 88 South Circular Road, Gladstone Park    PO Box 2400    (03) 9338 2840    
 gladstonepark@cam.org.au 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

WANT TO ADVERTISE IN THE PARISH BULLETIN? 
Single Advertisement - 9 cm x 3 cm or Double Advertisement – 9 cm x 7 cm 

Please contact the Parish office for more information on 9338 2840. 
 

 

  

 
 

Mr David Prabha, FIPA FFA 
Prabha & Associates 

 
For all you accounting needs 

 

 

0417115428 
david@prabhaandassociates.com.au 
 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR B 

 
On the first Sunday of Lent, the Gospel reading in each Lectionary cycle is about 
Jesus’ temptation in the desert. This event in the life of Jesus is reported in each of 
the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—but it is not found in John’s 
Gospel. This year we read Mark’s account of this event. 

Compared to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke, the details throughout Mark’s 
narrative are sparse. This is evident in Mark’s account of Jesus’ temptation in the 
desert. Mark tells us only that Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit and that for 
40 days he was tempted by Satan. The Gospels of Matthew and Luke explain that 
Jesus fasted while in the desert, that Satan presented him with three temptations, 
and that Jesus refused each one, quoting Scripture. Only the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark report that angels ministered to Jesus at the end of his time in the desert. 

In each of the Synoptic Gospels, the temptation of Jesus follows his baptism by John 
the Baptist. In Mark’s Gospel, we are told that Jesus went into the desert 
immediately after his baptism, led by the Spirit. Jesus’ public ministry in Galilee 
begins after his temptation in the desert. Mark’s Gospel makes a connection 
between the arrest of John the Baptist and the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus’ 
preaching about the Kingdom of God is in continuity with the preaching of John the 
Baptist, but it is also something new. As Jesus announces it, the Kingdom of God is 
beginning; the time of the fulfillment of God’s promises is here. 

The fact that Jesus spent 40 days in the desert is significant. This recalls the 40 
years that the Israelites wandered in the desert after being led from slavery in 
Egypt. The prophet Elijah also journeyed in the desert for 40days and nights, making 
his way to Horeb, the mountain of God, where he was also attended to by an angel 
of the Lord. Remembering the significance of these events, we also set aside 40 days 
for the season of Lent. 

In Mark’s Gospel, the desert marks beginning of Jesus’ battle with Satan; the 
ultimate test will be in Jesus’ final hours on the cross. In a similar way, our Lenten 
observances are only a beginning, a preparation for and a reinforcement of our 
ongoing struggle to resist the temptations we face in our lives. During Lent, we are 
led by the Holy Spirit to remember the vows of Baptism in which we promised to 
reject sin and to follow Jesus. Just as Jesus was ministered to by the angels, God also 
supports us in our struggle against sin and temptation. We succeed because Jesus 
conquered sin once and for all in his saving death on the cross.  

18/02/24 
Reflection: loyolapress 

Picture credit: www.scross.co.za 
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