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The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector speaks so clearly to us that it needs little
commentary. We can recognise the deep implications Luke saw in this story, when we situate
it within the compilation made by the evangelist - that we have followed during the past weeks.
As Jesus courageously takes the road to meet his fate, he is giving his final instructions to the
disciples he will leave behind. Faith, he has taught them is an obedient openness to God’s
coming in their lives, and to the plan of God about to reach its moment of climax. Their prayer
should be the living expression of this faith, teaching them to trust in the Father who will show
his care for them – whatever the difficulties they may have to face. In the end they should see
themselves as God’s ‘unprofitable servants’. Today’s short parable sums up what his teaching
should have brought home to them – in a few words, everything depends, in the end, not on
our own efforts, but upon the grace and mercy of God. It is this outlook that has shaped the
lives of the outstanding disciples of Jesus, one after the other, down through the ages.
The Pharisees are a tragic group in the gospel story. Theirs was a movement of popular piety
that aimed to promote a revival of Israel’s traditions. Many of them were honourable; and not a
few found faith in Christ. This parable, however, highlights the issue that brought some of
them into conflict with Jesus. These people thought they were ‘at rights with God’, and faithful
to the God of the covenant, through their strict observance of the externals of the Law’s
requirements. Luke has already described Jesus’ criticism of the Pharisees for preferring
external observance to ‘justice and the love of God’ (11:42), and for a love of money that had
no thought for almsgiving (16:14). The Pharisee in the story is pleased with himself, because
he does more than the Law requires in his fasting and the tithes he gives. He brings these
practices of his to the Lord, as establishing his claim on God’s favour. His spirit of self-
sufficiency is echoed ironically in the telling of the story – in his prayer, he is speaking ‘to
himself’.The only attitude on our part, that opens a genuine meeting with God, is one of
humility. We should stand naked before the Lord, aware that there is nothing we can bring to
God that is not, in the first place, his gift. All that we bring before him that is truly our own is
our sinfulness. The tax collector, on the other hand, ‘went home at rights with God’ because of
the humble confession that made up his prayer. The generous mercy of God is emphasised by
the fact that a repentant tax collector would probably bring before God an impossible situation,
as far as recompense was concerned. Despised by his people for being the agent of the
occupying power, and constantly tempted to take advantage of his position by defrauding the
people, he was bound to make restitution of the amount unjustly taken, plus twenty per cent.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The Parish of St. Joseph, Newport and Spotswood, acknowledges the Yalukit-willam people of the

Bunurong Country who are the traditional owners of the land on which the churches of Sacred Heart and
St. Margaret Mary stand. 

We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation.
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The Lord is a judge who is no respecter of personages.
He shows no respect of personages to the detriment of a
poor man, he listens to the plea of the injured party.
He does not ignore the orphan’s supplication, nor the
widow’s as she pours out her story. The man who with his
whole heart serves God will be accepted, his petitions will
carry to the clouds. The humble man’s prayer pierces the
clouds, until it arrives he is inconsolable, nor will he desist
until the Most High takes notice of him, acquits the
virtuous and delivers judgement. And the Lord will not be
slow, nor will he be dilatory on their behalf.

THE WORD OF GOD 
First Reading Ecclesiasticus  35:12–14, 16–19

Responsorial Psalm Ps 33:2–3, 17–19, 23

I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R)

The Lord turns his face against the wicked
to destroy their remembrance from the earth.
The just call and the Lord hears
and rescues them in all their distress. (R)

The Lord is close to the broken-hearted;
those whose spirit is crushed he will save.
The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants.
Those who hide in him shall not be condemned. (R)

2nd Reading     Timothy  4:6–8, 16–18

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and
the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.
Alleluia!

Luke 18:9–14

R.  The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Jesus spoke the following parable to some people who
prided themselves on being virtuous and despised
everyone else. ‘Two men went up to the Temple to pray,
one a Pharisee, the other a tax collector. The Pharisee
stood there and said this prayer to himself, “I thank you,
God, that I am not grasping, unjust, adulterous like the
rest of mankind, and particularly that I am not like this tax
collector here. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes on all I get.”
The tax collector stood some distance away, not daring
even to raise his eyes to heaven; but he beat his breast
and said, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” This man, I
tell you, went home again at rights with God; the other did
not. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but
the man who humbles himself will be exalted.’

My life is already being poured away as a libation, and the
time has come for me to be gone. I have fought the good
fight to the end; I have run the race to the finish;  I have
kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown of
righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to
me but to all those who have longed for his Appearing. The
first time I had to present my defence, there was not a
single witness to support me. Every one of  them deserted
me – may they not be held accountable for it. But the Lord
stood by me and gave me power, so that through me the
whole message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to
hear; and so I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord
will rescue me from all evil attempts on me, and bring me
safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory for ever
and ever. Amen.

Gospel

REFLECTION Mary Fermio

Would you laugh if someone gave you a Free
ticket: HEAVEN admit one? Actually, it is not a joke,
because when we think about it, salvation is a free
and total gift of love – from God. 
Some people, like the tax collector in today’s
Gospel, realise this – know they need God and ask
for God’s mercy. Others feel they have no need of
God and try to save themselves by their own
efforts. We don’t save ourselves. No number of
Masses, Rosaries, Novenas, indulgences can
achieve salvation for us. You ask: Why do we do all
this then? 
We pray and act generously as a THANK YOU to the
God who has given us the gift of Jesus, not
because we are perfect, but because we need him.
How often do I thank God for this gift of eternal life?



6th: Safeguarding Committee Meeting
7th: Friday Parish Morning Tea (Presbytery)
11th: Remembrance Day
13th: PPC Meeting
15th: Baptisms (SH)
15th: Cuppa and Chat (SMM)

JOIN OUR PARISH MAILING LIST!

PARISH NEWS

PARISH CALENDAR & COMMUNITY OBSERVANCES

SH: Sacred Heart     SMM: St Magaret Mary’s     PFC: Parish Finance Committee     PPC: Parish Pastoral Council     SAC: School Advisory Council

OUR SICK 
Michelle Newman
Khan Marr
Helen KELLY
Kristy ROBINSON
Nico PEHAR
Elizabeth
ANNIVERSARIES
Lucia Marchione
Antwan Panoussi
Rosario Tiricola 

ARCHDIOCESE NEWS

OCTOBER
30th: First Reconciliation (Parish Schools)

NOVEMBER
1st: All Saints Day
2nd: All Souls Day
2nd: Cuppa and Chat (SH)

Please pray for :

Stay connected with all the latest news and
events from our parish. Simply scan the QR
code to join our mailing list to receive our
weekly Newsletter. 

First Reconciliation- 30  Octoberth

St Carlo Acutis Exhibition

MONTH OF THE HOLY ROSARY (OCTOBER)

COLUMBAN CALENDAR 2026 (ORDER) - $12

To honour our Mother please join us at Sacred Heart church for
9.15am Mass, followed by the Holy Rosary, Adoration, and
Confession. We will be finishing with Benediction at 10.30am.
Saturday October 25

Columban Calendars for 2026 are now available to order. 
Please contact the Parish Office before Friday 14  November
to place your order. $12 each.

th

CUPPA AND CHAT
Please join us for a Cuppa and Chat at Sacred
Heart Newport on Sunday (2/11) after the
10:00am mass. 

PARISH INVITATION

The First Reconciliation for the students of our schools will
commence at 6 pm at Sacred Heart Church Newport 

NOVEMBER - MONTH OF REMEMBERANCE 
Parishioners are welcome to bring a small photo of their
departed loved ones to place at the altar. Envelopes available



For those of us that do not carry cash, we now have
portable smart terminals available in foyer

Heavenly Father,
 We gather as the parish of Saint Joseph as we

welcome all into our community. We celebrate our
faith, share in the Eucharist and Sacraments and

come together to embrace each other's joys, 
sorrows, hopes and dreams.

We pray that we will always be a welcoming
community, embracing our future and the uniqueness

of all who come amongst us.
We are led by the example of Christ, the cornerstone

of all we are and all we do.  We are guided by the
Spirit to be the heart of God, as we find grace in each

other.  We are inspired by the charism of Mary
MacKillop and the work of the Sisters of St Joseph.

We pray that we will follow St Margaret Mary's
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Sacred Heart of Jesus, be with us.
St Joseph, pray for us.

St Margaret Mary, pray for us.
St Mary of the Cross, pray for us.

PARISH PRAYER

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, 
we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us;  you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

O St Margaret Mary, through you, Jesus pours
Out His abundant graces to all mankind. Help us to

put aside personal interests and abandon
Ourselves entirely and lovingly to His Adorable

Heart.  May our work, like yours, merit His special
Care and favour, through Jesus’ Holy Name. 

Amen

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and

invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son
of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God,

Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;

through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from

heaven, and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.

I love You above all things, 
and I long for You in my soul.

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,
Come at least spiritually into my heart.

As though You have already come, I embrace
You and unite myself entirely to You;

Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen

GLORIA

THE NICENE CREED

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS

ST MARGARET MARY ALACOQUE

1st Collection
Supports: Parish clergy,
Sick and retried priests,

Priests in needy Parishes,
Archbishops & auxiliary

bishops. 

2nd Collection
Supports: Parish running costs,

Parish Pastoral initiatives,
Diocesan and various services.

If you would like to join our parish thanksgiving program, and
receive a thanksgiving envelope no. please contact the parish

office.

If you would like to join our parish
thanksgiving program electronically
or make a one-off gift to the church
scan this QR code and follow the
prompts. 
Thank you for your continued
support.

JOIN OUR THANKSGIVING PROGRAM


