
LENTEN PROGRAMME 2025

Four Portraits of Jesus:
Mark, Matthew, Luke, and John:

Beginning with Mark, each talk will bring out the evangelist’s particular ‘take’ on Jesus: 
his identity— human and divine—and his role in bringing the world to the fullness of salvation. 

The talk will consider passages from each gospel that illustrate how its view of Jesus 
may assist our Lenten renewal today. 
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1. Tuesday, 11 March, 7.00 pm

Gospel of Mark:
The ‘Good News’ becomes a Story.

Reclaiming human lives for 
the costly freedom of the Kingdom

2. Tuesday, 18 March, 7.00 pm

Gospel of Matthew:
Jesus: Teacher and Healer

Forming disciples to be a ‘blessing’ 
for a wounded world

3. Tuesday, 25 March, 7.00 pm
 

Gospel of Luke: 
Hospitality

human and divine. 
 

Rendering the world a hospitable home for all

4. Tuesday, 1 April, 7.00 pm
 

Gospel of John: 
God’s Life-giving Word.

 
Eternal life now and hereafter

Brendan Byrne, SJ (Ordained 1970) taught New Testament at Jesuit Theological College, Parkville,
and elsewhere for four decades. He has published books on each of the Gospels, on the Letters of St

Paul, and on Ignatian spirituality. From 1990–96 he was a member of the Pontifical Biblical
Commission (Rome) and is currently Professor Emeritus of New Testament at the University of

Divinity (Melbourne). Now retired from teaching, he continues to write and to gives talks and
biblical retreats, especially to clergy, across Australia.


