
 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

It is important to read today’s Gospel and next week’s Gospel as two parts of 
a single story. These readings are a turning point in Matthew’s Gospel. This 
week we hear Jesus name Simon Peter as the rock upon which he will build 
his Church. Next week we will hear Jesus call this same Simon Peter "Satan" 
when he reacts negatively to Jesus’ prediction about his passion and death. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks his disciples what people are saying about his 
identity. The disciples indicate that most people believe that Jesus is a 
prophet of Israel. Then Jesus asks his disciples who they believe that he is. 
Simon Peter answers, identifying Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God. 

Jesus commends Simon Peter for this profession of faith, indicating that this 
insight has come from God. Because of Simon Peter’s response, Jesus calls 
him the "rock" upon which Jesus will build the Church. This is a word play 
on the name Peter, which is the Greek word for "rock." Peter is then given 
special authority by Jesus, a symbolic key to the Kingdom of Heaven. Peter 
will play an important role in the early Christian community as a 
spokesperson and a leader. 

In today’s Gospel, Peter’s recognition of Jesus’ identity is credited to a 
revelation by God. This will contrast sharply with Jesus’ rebuke of Peter in 
next week’s Gospel. When Peter rejects Jesus’ prediction of his passion and 
death, Peter is said to no longer be thinking as God does but as humans do. 

The use of the term church in today’s Gospel is one of only three such 
occurrences in Matthew’s Gospel. Peter in this Gospel is being credited as 
the foundation for the Church, a privilege granted to him because of his 
recognition of Jesus’ identity. The Church continues to be grounded in the 
faith that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 
www.loyolapress.com 

Picture credit: fbcbridgeport.org 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Dishan Candappa 

Assistant Priest: Fr An Le 

Deacon:  Rev Poukesi Vaka’uta 

                0423 659 605 (Tongan Chaplain) 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS  

Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 AM – 2PM 

 
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 

School of the Good Shepherd 

PO Box 2400 

88 South Circular Road 

Gladstone Park Vic 3043 

Principal: Carmela D’Amato 

Tel: 9338 7686 Fax: 9335 2586 

E. principal@sogsgpark.catholic.edu.au 
 

St Carlo Borromeo 

5 – 9 Drummond Street 

Greenvale Vic 3059 

Principal: Kevin Gleeson 

Tel: 9333 2572 Fax: 9333 2187 

E: principal@scgreenvale.catholic.edu.au 
 

Mary Queen of Heaven 

75 French Road 

Greenvale Vic 3059 

Principal: Renae Gentile 

Temporary No. 0458 548 234 

E: principal@mqhgvale.catholic.edu.au 

 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES: 

Monday – Saturday: 

9:15 AM  - Good Shepherd Church 
 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES: 

Saturday: 6:00 PM  - Good Shepherd 

Sunday:    9:00 AM  - St Carlo Borromeo 

  11:00 AM - Good Shepherd 

  5:00 PM - Good Shepherd 

 

ADORATION & BENEDICTION 

The first Friday of the month after the morning 

Mass at Good Shepherd Church. 

 

MARIAN NOVENA 

Wednesday at 6:30 PM preceeded by 

Adoration/Confession at 6:00 PM 
 

CONFESSION & RECONCILIATION 

Wed-Fri: 8:40 AM - 9:00 AM 

Wed: 6:00 PM – 6:20 PM 

Saturday: 9:45 AM & 5:30 PM , or by 

appointment. 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

2ND & 4TH Tuesdays of the month at 6:00 PM. 

Bookings essential. 

 

WEDDING PREPARATION 

Bookings to be made 6 months prior to wedding 

date. Bookings made through Parish Office. 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd  

Catholic Parish 
A. 88 South Circular Road, Gladstone Park    PO Box 2400   T. (03) 9338 2840    

E. gladstonepark@cam.org.au  
 

WANT TO ADVERTISE IN THE PARISH BULLETIN ? 
Single Advertisement - 9 cm x 3 cm or Double Advertisement – 9 cm x 7 cm 

Please contact the Parish office for more information on 9338 2840. 
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