
 

20 Oct - Prep—Yr 2 Mini 
Olympics (dress in house colours) 
26 Oct - Halloween Disco 6pm to 
7.30pm  (book tickets here) 
1-3 Nov - Yr 5 Camp to Phillip Is. 
6 Nov - this is a school day  
7 Nov—Melbourne Cup Day 
9 Nov—Yr 1 extended stay (3.30-
7.30pm) 
10 Nov—Prep breakfast at school 
23 Oct—fundraising commences 
for Colour Fun Run (1 Dec) 
13 Nov—School Swimming begins 
(2 week program P-Yr2) 
15 Nov— Yrs 3&4 Open Water 
swimming 
16 Nov— Yrs 5&6 Open Water 
swimming 
20 Nov—Yrs 5&6 excursion to 
Monty Secondary College for 
Adaams Family production 
1 Dec—Colour Fun Run (starts 
after lunch at approx. 12.30pm) 
6 Dec—Christmas Carols 6.30pm 
8 Dec—Yr 6 Funfields day  
12 Dec - Whole School Step Up  
9-11.30am & Yr 7 transition day 
13 Dec—Yr 6 Graduation 
15 Dec—Kaboom Sports day 
20 Dec—Last day of school 
year. Dismissal at 1.30pm. 

ASSEMBLIES IN TERM 4 

Every 2nd Wednesday at 2.45pm 
25 Oct, 8 Nov, 22 Nov, 6 Dec 
Final day 20 Dec—assembly  TBC 
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MILLIE’S POEM 

 montysouthps    
  

montmorencysouthprimary/ 

We post regular updates to our 

Facebook and Instagram pages.  

You can keep up to date with 

our activities, 

achievements and 

celebrations.  

Montmorency South Primary School 

acknowledges the Wurundjeri people of the 

Kulin Nation as the Traditional Owners of 

the land on which we work, learn and play.  

We pay respect to Wurundjeri elders past, 

present and future and extend our respect to 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

students and families of MSPS. 

See our image gallery in this newsletter edition for a 
snapshot of our recent posts. 

Millie from 2C has written this fantastic poem about school.  We work hard here 

at Monty South to ensure our students are engaged and happy at school. We are 

so pleased that Millie has this experience of our school and that she has created 

this poem to share with the school community. Thank you Millie.  

EVENTS CALENDAR 

https://compasstix.com/e/gdswgzic3m
https://www.facebook.com/montysouthps
https://www.instagram.com/montmorencysouthprimary/
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STUDENT NEWS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

A celebration of our students’ activities and celebrations from our school Facebook and 
Instagram pages.  Please keep updated by following these pages.  The links can be found 

on the front page. 

Our new student led Leadership Club commenced 

last week. This was an initiative created by one of 

our School Captains, Astri.  

Our 2024 Prep student have begun their 

Bridges to School Program. Four sessions in 

total will be held.  

Yarra Valley Water ‘Water Watchers’ program 

visited Year 1 students to teach them about 

ways to be smart with water.  

On Oct 5th, Uncle Charles Pakana, a respected 

local Aboriginal journalist ran a Q&A session for 

our Year 6 students and then a community 

session for anyone who wanted more information 

about the 'Statement from the Heart' and the 

'Indigenous Voice to Parliament' referendum.    

Coaches from Eltham Lower Cricket Club 

and Cricket Victoria taught students 

cricket skills.  

Year 5/6 girls inter school basketball team competed 

in the division finals on Oct 10th. The team gave their 

best effort, however they just missed out on continuing 

onto regionals. Well done team! 
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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 

Dear Monty South Community, 

 

I hope you’ve had a good fortnight, and you are enjoying our current sunny weather.  I am also hoping that you 
managed to read the Bulletin that I sent out on the 6 October with a bit of an update on some of our changes. If not, 
please have a look at the Compass notification that I sent out on the day. 

Our Student Free Day was very successful last Friday as all staff engaged in the Berry Street Education Model 
(BSEM). The BSEM is a whole school approach to mental health which focusses on building staff capacity to support 
students to develop social and emotional skills which in turn supports good mental health and wellbeing. Our day 
provided a good insight to Domain 2: Relationships. BSEM is an 18-month program which will further build staff 
capacity in promotion, prevention and intervention in student mental health and wellbeing.  

On Tuesday night we held our first School Council meeting for this term. As part of my report to School Council I 
discussed and presented on: NAPLAN 2023; the Reporting and Assessment review; and policies. 

As you may be aware there were some major changes made to NAPLAN 2023. A new proficiency standard with 4 
levels of achievement replaced the previous 10-band structure and the old national minimum standard set in 2008. 
This meant that as of 2023 we could not compare our growth and achievement to previous years. This is something 
that has happened across Australia, not just in Victoria. However, although we have a new measuring scale, we are 
still able to compare ourselves to similar schools, our network, and the state in 2023. Below is a snapshot of what the 
results are for Year 3 and 5 in Reading: 

 
 

 
 
The expectation is that we compare ourselves to similar school, as we have similar characteristics, including socio-
economic factors. The results above places us close to our similar schools but we have a lot more work to do to 
increase our students’ growth and achievement in comparison to our similar schools. This has been our focus since 
the beginning of 2023, with Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting aligning across the school. Detail information of 
our other strands will be published in our Annual Report.  
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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE   cont……. 

The Reporting and Assessment Review was very interesting and provided some excellent information to us for 
improving our processes and alignments across the school. The written report was perhaps the one area where there 
was the greatest discrepancy between parents and staff. However, the 3Way Conferences was the one area that 
students, parents and staff were completely aligned.  

 
When we synthesised all this information we found 
that: 

 

• All reporting processes have value 

• Better communication was needed on each   

        reporting format 

• Timing should be consistent across the school  

         eg. CATs 

• Consistency of language 

• Less teacher speak 

• Refinement of reports 

• A better platform for CATs  

In my summary to School Council, I explained that 
for Semester 2 this year, we will have the student 
comment added and that for 2024, we will make the 
biggest changes to our reporting system once we 
align, curriculum, assessment and reporting. This is 
something that our whole staff have been working 
on in 2023. Thank you to everyone who participated 
in giving us feedback. 

The final presentation to School Council on Tuesday 
was about some essential policies that we need to 
have on our website, so that we are compliant. 
These policies have been aligned to the new Child 
Safety Standards that were introduced in July 2022. 
I will place the following policies on our school 
website for community feedback over the next three 
weeks, so that they can go back to School Council 
for endorsement at our next School Council meeting 
on the 21 November. 

 
• Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy- DRAFT 

• Child Safety Code of Conduct- DRAFT 

• Complaints Policy (DRAFT) 

• Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy  

         DRAFT 

• Volunteers Policy DRAFT 

• Photography, Filming & Recording Students  

        Policy DRAFT 
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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE   cont……. 

Operational 

 
Headlice 

Of late we seem to be having quite an issue with headlice across the school. Although we have no student dress code 
policy in the school, I would highly encourage students with hair reaching their shoulders to have it tied back. This will 
hopefully help in the spread and contact across students. Please help us by checking your child’s head regularly and 
treating them if you need to before they return to school. Thank you in anticipation of your support.  

 
Monday 6 November- pre-Melbourne Cup Day 

Just a reminder to let your child’s teacher know if your child will not be at school on Monday 6 November. This will 
allow us to make some structural changes to the day so that staff may use some of the Time in Lieu they have accrued 
from camps and activities beyond the school day. Could you please let your child’s teacher know by Friday 27 October, 
thanks. 

 
Just a final reminder to take care and please drive slowly around our school. 

 
Have a great few weeks  

 

Keyla 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Maddy MacLeod and partner Jeremy on the birth of their 

first child, Charlotte Joy on 10th October.  We wish you all the very best 

during the exciting first year ahead.  We hope she sleeps well for you and 

hope that she enjoys health and happiness throughout her life.  From all of 

us at Monty South.   

 

Introducing Sarah Abbott, Assistant Principal  
 

I want to start by thanking everyone for making me feel so welcome during my first 
few weeks at Montmorency South Primary School. I have been trying to remember 
some names as I walk around the school grounds, it has been so lovely to have 
many students and parents come up and introduce themselves!  

My role at Montmorency South Primary School will have a focus on wellbeing and 
inclusion, two areas which I have always been very passionate about.  I am 
particularly keen to work with staff in supporting students with the 
accommodations they need to be engaged in their learning. I feel very lucky to be 
joining such a wonderful team of staff and look forward to working with them and 
yourselves, to continue providing our students with a safe, warm, and positive 
learning environment. ‘Together We Learn, Lead and Achieve’! 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING UPDATE 

YEAR 1 

In the classroom: 

The first 3 weeks of Term 3 have flown past. The students came back from their term break and hit the ground 

running! The classes have been focussing on Time and Money in maths, learning about reading analogue clocks to 

the o’clock and half past (Time) and adding together collections of coins/notes (Money).  

The students have been finishing off their writing unit on persuasives, creating a persuasive poster to help resolve an 

issue we felt was important within our school grounds (you might actually be able to see the posters the kids created 

around the school!). In reading, we have learnt about why authors write something (Author’s Purpose). We learnt of 

the reasons (PIE – Persuade, Inform, Entertain) things were written and features of these texts. We are continuing 

our work on developing our reading fluency with a focus on pace and expression. 

We had an exciting incursion from Yarra Vally Water which related well to our inquiry unit for the semester of 

becoming a ‘Changemaker’ and plan on doing some plantings, establishment of our Bug Hotels and 

Acknoweledgement of Country learnings with Tara.  

The students are now looking forward to our P-2 House Games, our extended stay and P-2 swimming program just to 
name a few things in our busy Term 4 program. 

What you can do at home:  
 
Continue to read with your child at home, supporting them with challenging words by asking them to sound out or 

chunk parts of the unknown word. Also expose your child to different types of texts through getting them to read 

menus, signs and writing on food packaging. Challenge your child with questions about time, including reading 

analogue times, questions about how long things might take and durations of time. Allow them to experience using 

notes and coins from our money system which involves paying for things and receiving change. Also continue to 

encourage your child to write for authentic purposes like shopping/Christmas lists, cards and letters/emails to 

family. 
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TEACHING AND LEARNING UPDATE 

YEAR 2 

In the classroom: 

Year 2 has hit the ground running in Term 4. For the inquiry unit, 

"Are We There Yet?" all classes are travelling down the east coast of 

Australia, nearly at the end of our road trip. Fascinating facts and 

places of interest have been learned. In mathematics, students have 

been tackling worded problems involving subtraction, investigating 

volume and capacity, and are about to enter the wonderful world of 

fractions. 

During reading, the students have used the comprehension strategy 
of Comparing and Contrasting to find similarities and differences 
between texts. From here, students practised sharing their thoughts 
and opinions in sentences using signal words. Students are now 
learning the comprehension strategy of Visualisation, where they 
create pictures in their minds while reading through a story or text. 
Creating these mental pictures helps students gain a deeper 
understanding of the text. 

What you can do at home:  
 
Students love finding similarities and differences. At home, compare and contrast places visited, sports played, 
books read, or things found in the garden. Even a chat on what life was like for parents as an eight-year-old 
compared to today's child – no remotes, taking photos, favourite ice-creams, and activities. Discussions improve 
sentence fluency and promote the connection between oral language, reading, and writing. 
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Volunteering at Monty South is always welcome. From classroom help with reading and maths, or 
camps or sporting events such as Cross Country or Athletics Day to our kitchen and garden, not to 

mention the amazing work  of our Parents and Friends Group; our parents/carers play a vital 
part in helping to make Monty South a great school and help build a strong community.  

IN OUR SAKG KITCHEN & GARDEN 

In weeks 2 and 3 our culinary travels have lead us to an area of Croatia called Istria. We 
learnt that trees harvested from the forests of Istria over 1000 years ago laid the 
foundations for the Italian city of Venice. We also learnt that this region is famous for its 
white truffles, honey, wild asparagus and quality olive oil. Our menu was a feast enjoyed by 
all. We made, Pogaca bread, garden greens and ricotta strudel, hand rolled pljukanci pasta 
with broad beans from our garden, shopska salata filled with colourful capsicums and mini 
chocolate and sour cherry cakes. 

If you are able to help out in our kitchen—perhaps you can help out your child’s class—you can let our Kitchen Specialist, 
Cathryn Hulme know by emailing her at: cathryn.hulme@education.vic.gov.au.  

If you would prefer to help out in our garden, our Garden Specialist, Farmer Mike is happy for you to contact him on 
michael.tindale@education.vic.gov.au. 

 

Prep 2024—Bridges to School Program 

Our Bridges to School sessions have begun and we have welcomed out 2024 

preps to Monty South. Two of the four sessions remain and a final session 

will be the Step Up session on 12th December, from 9am to 11.30am. 

mailto:cathryn.hulme@education.vic.gov.au
mailto:michael.tindale@education.vic.gov.au


 

PARENTS & FRIENDS COMMITTEE UPDATE 

MUMS’ shopping and social night out at ID Boutique—Friday 20th of Oct 5pm-9pm 

Tickets can still be purchased for $10! This will give you entry, a glass of champagne and nibbles. 

There will be an opportunity to shop, try on and of course purchase clothing from ID Boutique 

https://idboutique.com.au in the Templestowe Village. ID Boutique will donate the entry price back 

to MSPS. (Thanks to Sarita and Pauline! Mum and Gran to Oliver V from Prep). There will be a raffle 

on the night to win a store voucher/hamper.  There is a maximum of 50 tickets available. https://

compasstix.com/e/1jas67c6je.    
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Referendum Sausage Sizzle and Bake sale  - Thank you! 

A heartfelt thank you to all the bakers amongst our families for donating towards our bake sale on Saturday and all our 
amazing parent helpers who helped set up, manned the BBQs, prepped napkins and bread, took orders, handled 
money and helped pack up. We had to make 2 emergency shops to get more sausages and bread, totalling 46 kgs of 
sausages  and 16kg of onions sold. Lots of smiling faces, lots of helping hands and great community spirit. Thank you!!  

Family Halloween Disco Thursday 26th of October 6 pm-7.30 pm 

 

The Halloween Disco is next week!  Tickets are $10 and include entry, a glow bracelet and a 

drink. Parents do not need to purchase tickets but are expected to accompany and supervise 

their children. Siblings are welcome and tickets are required for all children attending. 
 

We encourage adults/ families and students to dress up as we have some amazing prizes for best 

dressed with one being a $120 valued skaterz voucher  
 

Pre-order Hotdogs and tickets via https://compasstix.com/e/gdswgzic3m. Please note the ticket 

price will be $12 at the door.  

 

 

Montmorency Bakehouse for donating 32 loaves of bread for our Referendum BBQ. 

Mango Drive 

Delicious mangoes from Northern Queensland straight from the farm to us! Mangoes are shipped 

directly from the farm so are not held for long periods. They are picked mature (firm and green on 

the outside with the flesh starting to mature) so that they ripen when they reach us. Order here - 

https://compasstix.com/e/psn5n142rt. $26 + bf per tray (approx. 4.5kg). Mangoes are packed in a 

single layer tray. The mangoes can vary in size. There are approx. 9-14 mangoes per tray to make up 

the 4.5kg. Orders close: 30th October at 5pm for delivery to school mid November.  

Thank you 

A huge congratulations to Edie from 3D for the Haunted House design and winning the poster competition! Well done 

to all the other students who dropped off drawings! We have some very talented artists at MSPS! 

 

As with every movie night and disco, we rely heavily on our amazing school community to help us run these events. If 

you can spare some free time, have a look at the volunteer list and pop your name down. Many hands make light 

work!  https://signup.com/go/JKQeFXo 

https://idboutique.com.au
https://compasstix.com/e/1jas67c6je
https://compasstix.com/e/1jas67c6je
https://compasstix.com/e/gdswgzic3m?fbclid=IwAR3uFoj3UgrOzWvJI3eyUf8ooJZb8hJhWVbRWT6dHavoOvdbRGunY20IO-M
https://compasstix.com/e/psn5n142rt
https://signup.com/go/JKQeFXo


 

 
P&F CONTACT INFO 

 
Please follow the P&F Group ac-

tivities on Facebook  
@MSPSParentsandFriends 

 
You can also get in touch by 

emailing  
presidentpandfmsps@gmail.com 
or secretarymspspf@gmail.com. 
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PARENTS & FRIENDS UPDATE 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

A message from your  Coordinator 

 

Hello, and welcome to this week’s newsletter.  During this term we have many exciting 

incursions happening throughout the term as well as many fun activities. 

There will be three incursions that will be happening throughout the term.  These 

incursions include Float It (happening on the 24th of October), Launch It (happening on 

the 8th of November), and Move It (happening on the 23rd of November).  These 

incursions are at no extra charge, so come along and join us for a fun, engaging and 

educational afternoon. 

During the month of October, we will be having a range of Halloween themed activities 

and experiences, getting ready for the spooky season.  

Remember to update your bookings and your details through the Camp Australia app 
and to come in to sign in and out your child into care.  Thank you and see you soon. 

Colour Explosion Fun Run 1st of December 

 
Thank you so much for supporting our school to be 

the best it can be, especially through fundraising. 

2023 is turning into our biggest fundraising year yet!  

We are focusing putting our fundraising dollars 

towards new Junior grade/playground/play 

equipment.  etc.  

We are giving our 2023 fundraising another push with a Colour Explosion School 

Fun Run with Australian Fundraising!  

 

The Colour Explosion School Fun Run will be on the 1st of December.  

 

This week, all students will be given a sponsorship booklet. In this booklet, 

everything is explained very simply for your child to be able to set up their own 

profile, create their avatar etc.  

 

Fundraising for our Colour Explosion School Fun Run is entirely online. It will 
begin on October 20th until Nov 24th.  Follow the instructions in your child’s 
sponsorship booklet to create a cybersafe, online profile page at 
www.plantadifference.com.au. 

https://www.facebook.com/MSPSParentsandFriends
mailto:presidentpandfmsps@gmail.com
mailto:secretarymspspf@gmail.com
http://www.plantadifference.com.au


 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

This list can now be found on our website at: https://montysouth.vic.edu.au/current-families/wellbeing-

resources/ 

https://montysouth.vic.edu.au/current-families/wellbeing-resources/
https://montysouth.vic.edu.au/current-families/wellbeing-resources/


COMMUNITY NEWS 

 



 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Signup—Tuning into kids/toddlers 

Lunch Order Menu can be found here: https://

montysouth.vic.edu.au/current-families/lunch-

orders/  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf8Uh8vjBnFNq1oeAiYQmRtOh8-mcDlmMIqjaqm3g0S7N8Y3g/viewform
https://montysouth.vic.edu.au/current-families/lunch-orders/
https://montysouth.vic.edu.au/current-families/lunch-orders/
https://montysouth.vic.edu.au/current-families/lunch-orders/


 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Go Girls Program 

Malahang Reserve, 

Heidelberg West 

or 

Poulter Ave, 

Greensborough. 

 

See flyers. 


