
 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel 
according to John. The reading from John continues the break from Cycle A’s focus on 
the Gospel of Matthew. Today’s Gospel reading recounts another sign, or miracle, 
found in John’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus. As our catechumens move closer to the 
celebration of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today’s reading invites us to reflect upon 
what it means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life. 

The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing 
animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the 
Dedication, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. The people have been pressing 
him to declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to his works, 
which testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however, and some 
try to stone him for blasphemy. 

Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word to 
Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he delays 
his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus’ obedience to 
God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus’s resurrection. When Jesus finally declares 
that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for his life. Thomas declares that he 
and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus. 

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and saying 
that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains confident 
that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there will be a 
resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister, Mary, comes to Jesus 
with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be 
brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At this 
sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the miracle to the Jewish 
authorities, who begin their plans for Jesus’ death. 

Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising of 
Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus, facing the 
conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In raising 
Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus dies, those who believe 
in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for the stone to be rolled 
away from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled away from 
Jesus’ tomb. 

With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today calls us 
to reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die to sin’s power 
over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with Christ, who 
conquered death once and for all so that we who believe in him may have eternal life. 
With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the 
Resurrection and the life.                                                                     www.loyolapress.com  

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Dishan Candappa 

Assistant Priest: Fr An Le 

Deacon:  Rev Poukesi Vaka’uta 

                0423 659 605 

(Chaplain of the Tongan Community) 

Parish Secretary:  Rosemary Vernali  
 
 

OFFICE HOURS  

Tuesday:             10:00 AM – 3:30PM 

Wed to Fri:         10:00 AM – 3:30PM 

CLOSED:            1:00 PM – 1:30 PM 

 
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 

 

School of the Good Shepherd 

PO Box 2400 

88 South Circular Road 

Gladstone Park Vic 3043 

Principal: Carmela D’Amato 

Tel: 9338 7686 Fax: 9335 2586 

E. principal@sogsgpark.catholic.edu.au 
 

St Carlo Borromeo 

5 – 9 Drummond Street 

Greenvale Vic 3059 

Principal: Kevin Gleeson 

Tel: 9333 2572 Fax: 9333 2187 

E: principal@scgreenvale.catholic.edu.au 
 

Mary Queen of Heaven 

75 French Road 

Greenvale Vic 3059 

Principal: Renae Gentile 

Temporary No. 0458 548 234 

E: principal@mqhgvale.catholic.edu.au 
 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES: 

Saturday: 6:00 PM  - Good Shepherd 

Sunday:   9:00 AM  - St Carlo Borromeo 

11:00 AM - Good Shepherd 

5:00 PM - Good Shepherd 
 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES: 

Monday – Saturday: 

9:15 AM  - Good Shepherd Church 

 

ADORATION & BENEDICTION 

The first Friday of the month after the morning 

Mass at Good Shepherd Church. 

 

MARIAN NOVENA 

Wednesday at 6:30 PM preceeded by 

Adoration/Confession at 6:00 PM 
 

CONFESSION & RECONCILIATION 

Wed-Fri: 8:40 AM - 9:00 AM 

Wed: 6:00 PM – 6:20 PM 

Saturday: 9:45 AM & 5:30 PM , or by 

appointment. 

 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

2ND & 4TH Tuesdays of the month at 6:00 PM. 

Bookings essential. 

 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd  

Catholic Parish 
A. 88 South Circular Road, Gladstone Park    PO Box 2400   T. (03) 9338 2840    

E. gladstonepark@cam.org.au 
 

WANT TO ADVERTISE IN THE PARISH BULLETIN ? 
Single Advertisement - 9 cm x 3 cm or Double Advertisement – 9 cm x 7 cm 

Please contact the Parish office for more information on 9338 2840. 
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