
At least 15! 
If you’re under 15, your best option is to stay in school. 
However, the older you are, the more options you have at TAFE. 
 

Did you know? School is compulsory until you’re 17. 

If TAFE is your preferred option then great.  So don’t just leave school 
– make sure you talk to your Careers Teachers. Not only will they help, 
advise and support you, but they will start the process of your formal 
“exit” from school.

How old do you 
have to be to 
study at TAFE? 
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Your age	 The options available to you…
15 years old	 VCAL Foundation

16 years old	 VCAL
	 General Education
	 Pre-Apprenticeships in Carpentry, Painting & Decorating,
 	 Plumbing, Bricklaying,  Electrotechnology, Engineering,  
	 Salon Assistance, Horticulture, Agriculture and Koorie.

17 years old 	 The same as if you’re 16 years old, as well as some Certificate III
	 courses in Early Childhood, Beauty, Business and IT.

18 years old	 If you find a course that you like the sound of on our website…
	 it’s yours to apply!! But maybe just speak to us to make sure  
	 you’re eligible for them all.


