To the students of St Thomas the Apostle, thank you.
You have been the greatest joy of my time as Principal. Every day, you have reminded me why Catholic education matters. I have seen your kindness when a friend was struggling, your courage when learning felt difficult, your laughter in the playground, your determination in the classroom, and your willingness to stand up and speak out for what is right.
As you continue your journey, I encourage you to remember the example of St Thomas the Apostle. Thomas is often remembered for his doubts, but I believe he should also be remembered for his courage. He was willing to ask difficult questions. He wanted to seek the truth. He was not satisfied with easy answers. And when he encountered Christ, he committed himself wholeheartedly to sharing the Good News with others.
Be curious. Ask questions. Seek understanding. Never be afraid to learn, to wonder, or to grow.
But also, be courageous. Have the courage to be kind when others are not. Have the courage to include someone who feels alone. Have the courage to stand up for what is right, even when it is difficult. Have the courage to keep trying when things do not go your way.
Most importantly, be living witnesses of God's love in the world. Let people see Christ through your actions, your words and the way you treat others. Every act of compassion, forgiveness, generosity and service becomes a sign of God's presence.
The world needs young people who are hopeful, thoughtful and brave. It needs young people who recognise the dignity of every person and who are willing to make a difference. It needs young people like you.
Wherever life takes you, know that you are deeply loved by God, created in His image, and capable of achieving extraordinary things.
Carry the spirit of St Thomas with you: a heart that seeks truth, a mind that remains curious, and a faith that is courageous enough to be lived out in service of others.
I will always be proud to have been your Principal in the time between 2020 and 2026.
Kate Dourley
Principal


