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Tiered Family Fee Introduction Letter to Parents
Dear Parents and Carers,
Subject: Planning for Our Future: Introducing Tiered Family Fees
At Our Lady of Assumption, our primary focus is for every child to flourish. To continue providing the high quality education and supportive environment, we must maintain a strong financial foundation capable of adapting to increasing costs across many areas of our school operations, as well as a changing broader education sector funding environment. 
Careful cost management and how we set school fees are central to meeting these challenges. Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS) has analysed other Catholic school systems, sought information from over 50 of our schools, and gathered input from economic experts assessing our current fee model - where families pay the same flat tuition fee no matter how many children they have enrolled - against alternatives. The tiered fee structure is the preferred MACS model and MACS is working with all other Catholic schools towards a tiered fee structure by the end of 2026. 
With a tiered family fee model, the total fee a family pays is adjusted according to how many children they have enrolled at the school.
Transitioning to tiered family fees has the following benefits:
· Fairness – It ensures that school fees are distributed more equitably across families, with each child’s enrolment contributing to the resources and opportunities they receive.
· Sustainability – It allows the school to continue meeting rising costs and to invest in high-quality programs, staffing, and facilities for all students.
· Consistency – It is in line with the common practice across most Catholic schools, which helps provide clarity and transparency for families. This model is proven and currently already used by many MACS schools.
What a tiered family fee means for families at our school
In line with MACS directive, our school will be moving to tiered family fees beginning in the 2026 school year.
This will mean that your family will pay school fees depending on the number of children you have enrolled, but the increase of the adjustment for family size is designed to be manageable.
As a school we consulted with our MACS Finance Business Partner, MACS Senior Finance Business Manager and OSAC members (which included representation of families with 1, 2 and 3 children) to map out the journey of moving towards Tiered Fees in 2026.

The tiered family fee structure for the 2026 school year will be:
Tiered Family Fee
	Family Size
	Tiered Family Fee 

	1 Child
	$2,573 per family

	2 Children
	$2,683 per family

	3 Children
	$2,763 per family


+ Capital Fee
	Capital Levy
	$1,035 per family


+ Individual Student Levies and Charges for 2026:  
	Class
	Items 
	Cost 

	Prep
	Curriculum Levy 
Excursion/ Incursion 
Swimming 
Technology Levy
	$545
$303
$54
$83
	
$985

	Yr 1
	Curriculum Levy 
Excursion/ Incursion 
Swimming 
Technology Levy
	$545
$303
$128
$83
	
$1,059

	Yr 2
	Curriculum Levy 
Excursion/ Incursion 
Swimming 
Technology Levy
	$545
$303
$128
$83
	
$1,059

	Yr 3
	Curriculum Levy 
Excursion/ Incursion 
Swimming 
Technology Levy
	$568
$303
$128
$83
	
$1,082

	Yr 4
	Curriculum Levy 
Excursion/ Incursion 
Swimming 
Technology Levy
Camp Experience 
	$568
$303
$128
$83
$50
	

$1,132

	Yr 5
	Curriculum Levy 
Excursion/ Incursion 
Technology Levy
Camp  
	$568
$303
$83
$500
	
$1,454

	Yr 6
	Curriculum Levy 
Excursion/ Incursion 
Technology Levy
Camp  
Yr 6 Big Day Out
Yr 6 Graduation
	$568
$303
$83
$500
$108
$65
	

$1,627


*Please note that Camp program costs are indicative and may slightly change in 2026


Our commitment to supporting you
A decision to adjust tuition fees is never made lightly, nor without careful and thorough consideration of our students’ needs and our school’s capacity to provide an excellent education experience.  We are also cognisant of the financial pressures that many families have experienced this year.   
We are committed to supporting you through this transition. Please be assured that all existing arrangements and discounts for families holding valid cards (including Health Care Card) will continue and we will work compassionately with any family experiencing financial difficulty.
We are here to answer any questions you may have, and I warmly invite you to contact me directly to discuss your family's specific circumstances.
Thank you in advance for your support of the change to our fee structure - a change that will ensure OLA’s continuing financial sustainability into the future. 
Yours sincerely,

Richard Jacques
Principal













	2026 school fee payment options

	OLA offers several payment options to help families meet their school fee obligations.

	 

	Option 1
	Full Fee Payment

	Payment can be made in full by end of Term 1 Thursday 2nd April 2026

	
	

	 
	

	Option 2
	Payment by Quarterly Instalments
	

	Instalments can be paid via cash, EFTPOS, or credit card at the school office anytime between 8.30am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday on school days. Please note all fees must be paid in full by Friday 16th October 2026 unless you have created a payment arrangement.
	

	Instalment One
	Friday 13th February 2026
	

	Instalment Two
	Friday 1st May 2026
	

	Instalment Three
	Friday 31st July 2026
	

	Instalment Four
	Friday 16th October 2026
	

	 
	

	Option 3
	Direct Debit
	

	Direct Debit facilities can be set up for families to pay in weekly, fortnightly, or monthly instalments via our banking institution, Catholic Development Fund. Families are required to complete the direct debit form (attached to this letter) to nominate a bank account and return it to the school by the end of the 2025 school year.
Payments for the school year will begin to be deducted from Friday 13th February 2026

	

	Direct Debit Option
	Number of Payments
	Cost
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Weekly
	30
	Divide total fees and levies by 30
	

	Fortnightly
	15
	Divide total fees and levies by 15
	

	Monthly
	9
	Divide total fees and levies by 9
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SCHOOL BANKING DETAILS

OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION SCHOOL GENERAL ACCOUNT

BSB: 083-347   ACC: 655893399

USE FAMILY NAME AND ELDEST CHILDS CLASS AS REFERENCE


