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ThisÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

ExodusÊ3:1-8,Ê13-15 
1ÊCorinthiansÊ10:1-6,Ê10-12 

LukeÊ13:1-9 

NextÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

JoshuaÊ5:9-12 
2ÊCorinthiansÊ5:17-21 
LukeÊ15:1-3,Ê11-32 

Looking at the Readings 
TheÊfirstÊreadingÊfromÊExodusÊcontainsÊtheÊencounterÊwithÊMosesÊandÊGodÊinÊ
theÊburningÊbush.ÊThisÊchapterÊhasÊbeenÊdescribedÊasÊtheÊGospelÊwithinÊtheÊOldÊ
TestamentÊbecauseÊitÊisÊaÊrevelaƟonÊofÊGod,ÊGodÊofÊourÊancestorsÊinÊfaithÊandÊ
theÊGodÊforÊallÊgeneraƟonsÊtoÊcome.ÊGodÊrevealsÊhisÊsacredÊnameÊtoÊMoses.ÊByÊ
givingÊthisÊsacredÊnameÊGodÊrevealsÊhisÊnatureÊandÊpersonÊtoÊMosesÊandÊtoÊtheÊ
people.ÊGodÊisÊtheÊtrueÊandÊlivingÊGod.ÊThisÊpassageÊconƟnuesÊtheÊLentenÊ
readingsÊonÊourÊsalvaƟonÊhistory,ÊinÊfact,ÊpresentsÊtheÊmostÊdefiniƟveÊmomentÊ
inÊsalvaƟonÊhistory. 
TheÊsignificanceÊofÊtheÊburningÊbushÊisÊcapturedÊbyÊStÊPaulÊwhoÊ“reminds”ÊhisÊ
brothersÊandÊsistersÊofÊMoses’ÊmissionÊandÊpurposeÊtoÊbringÊusÊfromÊslaveryÊofÊ
sinÊthroughÊtheÊsavingÊwatersÊofÊbapƟsm. 
ThisÊSundayÊcommencesÊaÊthreeÊpartÊseriesÊofÊGospelsÊonÊtheÊcallÊtoÊ
repentanceÊandÊtheÊsavingÊforgivenessÊofÊGodÊthroughÊtheÊministryÊofÊJesus.Ê 
 

Lenten Quotes from the Saints 
“RenounceÊyourselfÊinÊorderÊtoÊfollowÊChrist;ÊdisciplineÊyourÊbody;ÊdoÊnotÊ
pamperÊyourself,ÊbutÊloveÊfasƟng.” St Benedict of Nursia 
 

Text for Today 
TheÊLordÊisÊcompassionÊandÊlove,ÊslowÊtoÊangerÊandÊrichÊinÊmercy.ÊForÊasÊtheÊ
heavensÊareÊhighÊaboveÊtheÊearthÊsoÊstrongÊisÊhisÊloveÊforÊthoseÊwhoÊfearÊhim. 
Psalm 102(103):11 
 

The AnnunciaƟon of the Lord 
TheÊsolemnityÊofÊtheÊAnnunciaƟonÊofÊtheÊLordÊisÊaÊfeastÊofÊtheÊJesusÊChrist’sÊ
incarnaƟon.ÊMaryÊacceptedÊtheÊcallÊtoÊbeÊtheÊmotherÊofÊtheÊLord.ÊThisÊday,Ê
nineÊmonthsÊbeforeÊChristmas,ÊisÊconsideredÊtheÊbeginningÊofÊourÊsalvaƟonÊasÊ
Easter;ÊtheÊdayÊofÊtheÊResurrecƟon,ÊisÊconsideredÊtheÊdayÊofÊourÊsalvaƟon.ÊInÊ
theÊJulianÊCalendar,Ê25ÊMarchÊwasÊNewÊYear’sÊDay.ÊAÊbitÊconfusing.ÊGeorgeÊ
WashingtonÊwasÊbornÊinÊVirginiaÊonÊ11ÊFebruaryÊ1731.ÊInÊ1752ÊBritainÊandÊallÊ
herÊcoloniesÊadoptedÊtheÊGregorianÊcalendarÊwhichÊmovedÊhisÊbirthdayÊtoÊ22Ê
FebruaryÊ1732.ÊThisÊdayÊisÊnowÊcalledÊ“PresidentsÊDay”ÊandÊNewÊYearÊDayÊwasÊ
movedÊtoÊ1ÊJanuary.ÊEuropeÊacceptedÊtheÊGregorianÊCalendarÊinÊ1582.Ê 
 

On the Lighter Side 
ThoughÊEnglandÊwasÊaÊbitÊtardyÊaccepƟngÊtheÊGregorianÊCalendar,ÊitÊcelebratesÊ
25ÊMarchÊasÊ“LadyÊDay”ÊwithÊsomeÊfesƟvity.ÊTheÊEnglishÊalsoÊcallÊitÊQuarterÊDayÊ
(fourÊperÊyear),ÊtheÊSpringÊEquinox,ÊthoughÊastronomicallyÊitÊisÊearlier,ÊandÊtheÊ
firstÊdayÊofÊaÊnewÊschoolÊterm. 

Liturgical Joƫngs 
Sunday Readings 

 
ForÊtheÊ3rdÊ–Ê5thÊSundaysÊofÊLentÊParishÊ
congregaƟonsÊmayÊoptÊforÊCycleÊAÊ
readings,ÊespeciallyÊwithÊRCIAÊ
candidatesÊwhoÊareÊpreparingÊforÊ
BapƟsm,ÊorÊforÊCycleÊCÊreadingsÊwhichÊ
focusÊonÊReconciliaƟon:ÊJesusÊcallÊtoÊ
conversionÊandÊparablesÊonÊtheÊ
forgivenessÊofÊsins. 
 

Lenten Prayers 3 
Protect from Any TemptaƟon 

OÊChrist,ÊSonÊofÊGod,ÊforÊourÊsakeÊyouÊ
fastedÊfortyÊdaysÊandÊallowedÊyourselfÊ
toÊbeÊtempted. 
ProtectÊusÊsoÊthatÊweÊmayÊnotÊbeÊledÊ
astrayÊbyÊanyÊtemptaƟon.Ê 
SinceÊmanÊdoesÊnotÊliveÊbyÊbreadÊ
alone,ÊnourishÊourÊsoulsÊwithÊtheÊ
heavenlyÊfoodÊofÊyourÊWord;ÊthroughÊ
yourÊmercy,ÊOÊourÊGod,ÊyouÊareÊ
blessedÊandÊliveÊandÊgovernÊallÊthings,Ê 
nowÊandÊforever.ÊAmen.Ê 
Source: modified from the Mozarabic 
Rite Collects 



Weekly ReflecƟon  
 
UNLESSÊYOUÊREPENT,ÊYOUÊWILLÊALLÊPERISHÊ-ÊLet’sÊreflectÊandÊlearn. 
 

“I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all perish in the same way”Ê(v.Ê3).ÊJesusÊ
deniesÊthatÊtheÊGalileansÊsufferedÊbecauseÊofÊtheirÊsinsÊbutÊcallsÊhisÊlistenersÊtoÊrepentÊ
lestÊtheyÊsufferÊforÊtheirs.ÊWhatÊhappenedÊtoÊtheÊGalileansÊisÊhistory,ÊandÊnothingÊcanÊ
beÊdoneÊaboutÊit.ÊTheÊfateÊofÊJesus’Êlisteners,Êhowever,ÊisÊsƟllÊnegoƟable.ÊJesusÊdoesÊ
notÊcondemnÊthemÊbutÊinsteadÊshowsÊthemÊtheÊway.ÊHisÊpurposeÊisÊtoÊredeem.ÊWhileÊ
notÊallÊtragedyÊisÊtheÊresultÊofÊsin,ÊsinÊsomeƟmesÊleadsÊtoÊtragedy.ÊJesus’ÊlistenersÊ
haveÊsinnedÊ(asÊweÊallÊhave),ÊandÊheÊcallsÊthemÊtoÊrepentÊsoÊthatÊtheyÊmightÊescapeÊ
disaster. 
 

“I tell you, no, but, unless you repent, you will all perish in the same way”Ê(v.Ê5).ÊThisÊisÊ
theÊsameÊresponseÊthatÊJesusÊgaveÊtoÊtheÊfirstÊstory.ÊJesusÊdeniesÊthatÊtheÊeighteenÊ
wereÊworseÊoffendersÊthanÊothersÊbutÊusesÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊcallÊhisÊlistenersÊtoÊ
repentance.ÊAgain,ÊhisÊpurposeÊisÊnotÊcondemnaƟonÊbutÊredempƟon.ÊTheÊcallÊtoÊ
repentanceÊshowsÊthatÊitÊisÊnotÊtooÊlateÊforÊhisÊlisteners.ÊSalvaƟonÊisÊsƟllÊpossible. 
 

WeÊneedÊtoÊliveÊlivesÊofÊrepentance,ÊbecauseÊweÊneverÊknowÊwhenÊaÊtyrantÊwillÊriseÊ
upÊagainstÊus.ÊNeitherÊtheÊGalileansÊwhoÊwereÊkilledÊbyÊPilateÊnorÊtheÊeighteenÊwhoÊ
wereÊcrushedÊbyÊtheÊwallÊhadÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊrepent.ÊTheirÊendÊcameÊswiŌlyÊ–Ê
withoutÊwarning.ÊSoÊitÊmayÊbeÊforÊus.ÊRepentanceÊhelpsÊusÊinÊlifeÊandÊinÊdeathÊ–ÊhelpsÊ
usÊtoÊliveÊasÊforgivenÊpeopleÊ–ÊhelpsÊusÊtoÊfaceÊdeathÊwithoutÊfear. 
 

“A certain man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it, 
and found none”Ê(v.Ê6).ÊAÊvineyardÊisÊaÊcommonÊmetaphorÊforÊtheÊpeopleÊofÊIsrael,Ê
andÊtheÊfruitÊtoÊbeÊexpectedÊfromÊIsraelÊisÊGodlyÊliving.ÊJesus’ÊlistenersÊwouldÊ
understandÊthisÊconnecƟonÊasÊJesusÊtellsÊthisÊparable. 
 

“Behold, these three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree and found 
none”Ê(v.Ê7a).ÊLeviƟcusÊ19:23-24ÊforbidsÊtheÊeaƟngÊofÊfruitÊfromÊaÊnewlyÊplantedÊtreeÊ
forÊthreeÊyearsÊandÊrequiresÊthatÊtheÊfruitÊofÊtheÊfourthÊyearÊbeÊ“forÊgivingÊpraiseÊtoÊ
Yahweh.”ÊItÊisÊonlyÊinÊtheÊfiŌhÊyearÊthatÊtheÊownerÊcanÊbenefitÊfromÊtheÊharvest.ÊWeÊ
don’tÊknowÊwhetherÊthisÊisÊtheÊthirdÊyearÊofÊtheÊtree’sÊlifeÊorÊtheÊthirdÊyearÊthatÊtheÊ
ownerÊcouldÊhaveÊharvestedÊ(theÊseventhÊyearÊofÊtheÊtree’sÊlife).ÊInÊeitherÊcase,ÊtheÊ
ownerÊbelievesÊthatÊthisÊtreeÊhasÊhadÊƟmeÊtoÊdemonstrateÊwhetherÊitÊwillÊbeÊfruiƞulÊ
orÊnot. 
 

“Cut it down. Why does it waste the soil?”Ê(v.Ê7b).ÊTheÊownerÊhasÊwaitedÊlongÊenough.Ê
JudgmentÊDayÊhasÊcome!ÊIsrael’sÊhistoryÊprovidesÊnumerousÊinstancesÊwhereÊGodÊ
usedÊanÊaxeÊtoÊpruneÊtheirÊsins.ÊTheyÊknowÊbothÊtheÊsweetÊtasteÊofÊGod’sÊprovidenceÊ
andÊtheÊbiƩerÊtasteÊofÊGod’sÊjudgment. 
 

TheÊgardenerÊreplied,Ê“Lord, leave it alone this year also, unƟl I dig around it, and 
ferƟlize it. If it bears fruit, fine; but if not, aŌer that, you can cut it down”Ê(vv.Ê8-9).ÊTheÊ
pleaÊisÊtoÊleaveÊtheÊaxeÊinÊtheÊshedÊlongÊenoughÊtoÊgiveÊtheÊtreeÊjustÊoneÊmoreÊseasonÊ
–ÊoneÊmoreÊchance.ÊYes,ÊthreeÊyearsÊisÊaÊlongÊƟme,ÊplentyÊofÊƟmeÊforÊtheÊtreeÊtoÊbearÊ
fruit.ÊHowever,ÊtheÊownerÊhasÊthreeÊyearsÊinvested.ÊOneÊmoreÊyearÊwillÊnotÊbreakÊtheÊ
bank.ÊTheÊpayoffÊcouldÊbeÊaÊfruiƞulÊtreeÊinÊonlyÊoneÊyearÊ–ÊaÊsignificantÊgainÊforÊoneÊ
year’sÊpaƟence.ÊThatÊisÊtheÊargument,ÊbutÊweÊhaveÊtheÊsenseÊthatÊtheÊgardenerÊisÊ
moƟvatedÊlessÊbyÊtheÊpocketbookÊthanÊbyÊtheÊheart.ÊTheÊgardenerÊplantedÊtheÊtreeÊ–Ê
wateredÊitÊ–ÊferƟlizedÊitÊ–ÊwatchedÊitÊgrow.ÊHeÊdoesÊnotÊwantÊtoÊloseÊit. 
 

TheÊgardener,ÊifÊtheÊlandownerÊagreesÊtoÊleaveÊtheÊtreeÊanotherÊyear,ÊwillÊnotÊleaveÊ
theÊtree’sÊsalvaƟonÊtoÊchance.ÊHeÊwillÊloosenÊtheÊsoilÊtoÊensureÊthatÊwaterÊfindsÊitsÊ
wayÊtoÊtheÊroots.ÊHeÊwillÊferƟlizeÊtheÊtreeÊwithÊmanure.ÊIfÊtheÊtreeÊisÊredeemed,ÊitÊwillÊ
beÊtheÊworkÊofÊtheÊgardenerÊthatÊsavesÊit.ÊThisÊisÊGoodÊNews!ÊOurÊjudgmentÊwillÊtakeÊ
placeÊunderÊtheÊwatchfulÊeyesÊofÊaÊredeemerÊwhoseÊpurposeÊisÊtoÊsaveÊratherÊthanÊtoÊ
condemn. 
 

TheÊstoryÊendsÊwithoutÊtellingÊusÊwhetherÊtheÊownerÊacceptsÊtheÊgardener’sÊoffer,ÊbutÊ
JesusÊleavesÊusÊwithÊtheÊnoƟonÊthatÊheÊdoes.ÊAnyÊreprieve,Êhowever,ÊwillÊbeÊonlyÊ
temporary.ÊIfÊIsraelÊdoesÊnotÊrepent,ÊtheÊgardenerÊwillÊhaveÊnoÊchoiceÊnextÊyearÊbutÊtoÊ
obeyÊtheÊowner.ÊTheÊaxeÊwillÊcomeÊoutÊofÊtheÊshedÊ–ÊnoÊfurtherÊnegoƟaƟonÊwillÊbeÊ
possible. 

Prayer of the Heart 
 
LovingÊandÊmercifulÊFather, 
giveÊusÊaÊheartÊthatÊisÊhumbleÊandÊcontrite, 
mayÊweÊfindÊourÊwayÊtoÊyou 
throughÊrepentanceÊandÊconfessionÊofÊourÊ
sins. 
 

LetÊusÊexperienceÊyourÊforgiveness 
soÊthatÊweÊmayÊnotÊperishÊbutÊlive. 
ThisÊweÊaskÊthroughÊChristÊourÊLord.Ê 
 

Amen.Ê–Ê(FRM) 

Be a Good Egg this Easter 
 
BEÊAÊGOODÊEGGÊTHISÊEASTERÊandÊmakeÊ
sureÊyourÊEasterÊchocolateÊisÊslavery-free.ÊAÊ
significantÊporƟonÊofÊchocolateÊcomesÊfromÊ
cocoaÊbeansÊharvestedÊbyÊchildÊlabourersÊ
enduringÊenslavementÊandÊexploitaƟveÊ
workingÊcondiƟons.ÊAsÊPopeÊFrancisÊsays:Ê
“EveryÊpersonÊoughtÊtoÊhaveÊtheÊawarenessÊ
thatÊpurchasingÊisÊalwaysÊaÊmoralÊ–ÊandÊnotÊ
simplyÊanÊeconomicÊ–Êact”.ÊScanÊtheÊQRÊ
codeÊtoÊcheckÊoutÊhowÊyourÊfavouriteÊ
brandÊrates?Ê(NoteÊCadburyÊisÊownedÊbyÊ
Mondelez.)ÊUseÊtheseÊlogosÊtoÊidenƟfyÊ
slavery-freeÊchocolate. 

ViewÊtheÊnoƟceÊboardsÊinÊtheÊNarthexÊforÊmoreÊdetailedÊinformaƟonÊofÊsessionsÊatÊStÊAnne’sÊCollege! 



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Joe Taylor  
Parish Administrator 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

ForÊmoreÊdetails,ÊseeÊtheÊnoƟceÊboardsÊinÊtheÊNarthex! 

Advanced NoƟce of Office Closures 
 
TheÊStÊMel’sÊParishÊofficeÊwillÊbeÊclosedÊonÊtheÊfollowingÊdays; 
FridayÊ11ÊApril,ÊTuesdayÊ15ÊApril,ÊFridayÊ18ÊAprilÊ 
AndÊtheÊweekÊofÊTuesdayÊ22ÊAprilÊtoÊFridayÊ25ÊApril.ÊÊ 
 

AnyÊqueriesÊduringÊthisÊƟmeÊcanÊbeÊemailedÊtoÊ 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194  

TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,ÊbetweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊ 
email:Êsheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

21 Watson Street, Shepparton VIC 3630 
T 03 5821 9055  F 03 5831 3634  M  0408 055 748 
www.sheppartonfoodservices.com.au 
orders@sheppartonfoodservices.com.au  

Commentators/Lectors/ 
Special Ministers 

 

Sunday 30th 
March  

 

Commentators 
9:30amÊÊPaulineÊPeƫgrew 
5pmÊÊTimÊKelly 

Lectors 
9:30amÊElizabethÊHolliganÊ(L1)ÊDavidÊSellwoodÊ(L2)Ê 
5pmÊÊLuisaÊCassiseÊ(L1)Ê(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊGabrielleÊBarreƩeÊ&ÊGitaÊKelleher 
5pmÊÊAngieÊKnezÊ&ÊErinÊTanner 

Support your 
Parish! 
 

HelpÊfundÊourÊiniƟaƟvesÊ
toÊmoveÊfromÊ
maintenanceÊtoÊmission! 
 

“Together we do more” 
 

UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊ
accessÊourÊDonaƟonsÊ
Page.Ê 

 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 
Anniversaries:ÊGiuseppinaÊ&ÊBrunoÊCavallaro,ÊAntonioÊ&Ê
MariaÊAngelaÊParini,ÊAntonioÊ&ÊCeciliaÊIaria,ÊVincenzo,Ê

GraziaÊ&ÊPhillipÊVannicola,ÊTerryÊBrasher 


