Dear ladies and gentlemen, Governors of the English College in Prague, Dr Brown, esteemed guests
Mr Pavel Bratinka and Mr Zdenék Tama, dear teachers, friends, parents,

We students have been looking forward to this event since the beginning of IB. It's because one of the
defining characteristics of an IB student is their eagerness to be done with it, and, under normal
circumstances, the exams would have already been written and we would have been filled with a
feeling of accomplishment.

Of course, things didn't go as planned. We left school before noon on the 15th of March and didn't
return. Nevertheless, we are very grateful to the teachers for having persevered and continued to cram
knowledge into our heads even after news of the exams cancellation spread and our motivation
plummeted.

While it may be hard to believe, many of us weren’t ecstatic about getting a diploma based on the
“rigour and quality control already built into the programmes”, rather than our own effort in the finals.
After all, Mrs Buchanan and Mr Emmerson had been mentally preparing us for the IB since year 1.
And seeing that apparently even our ECP architects didn't account for this glitch in the Matrix, we felt
distraught and restless, and probably emailed our teachers a few too many times, for which we now
apologise. However, during these three Schrdodinger's months before results day - where we are both
successful and unsuccessful, our concerns about our academic life seem to slowly fade away - even
the gravest concerns of being forever mocked as a year with a dubious diploma. Instead, we seem to
be developing a completely different mindset - to Ms Svejdovéa’s great pleasure - finally a reflective
one.

It is this reflective mindset which has helped us ease this transition. We can now happily say that we
have overcome the disappointment from the exam cancellation, and we no longer mind not having had
a conventional end to our highschool education. After all, why want to close a chapter that has so
much more to offer? We will continue to build on the knowledge and skills that we have acquired,
continue to cherish the friendships we’ve built over the years and look back at the memories we've
made with a smile.

Returning to school for the Czech maturita a few weeks ago and seeing my classmates also nervous,
reminded me that we are all in the same boat. We have all had similar concerns before writing big
tests, doing presentations or submitting our university applications. We were worried that we might
forget something, that we might not know everything, that we may be taken by surprise. But looking
back, we shouldn’t have been that concerned - we are, after all, the first year group in the history of
ECP for which pre-exam procrastination may have paid off, (of course we know, we know..... only in
the short term). What is for certain is that our Graduation ball's slogan - “All bets are off”’, was more
prophetic than we anticipated.

Nothing can fully prepare us for what may lay ahead. So as we proceed to quite literally remove our
masks and head towards a future where “All bets are off’, we should thank all those around us who bet
on us.

We thank the people closest to us - our parents and guardians - for allowing us to study at the ECP,
and for being there for us when we needed it most. We hope that we are making you proud.



Of course, we also wouldn’t be here if it weren't for the teachers and staff who have made a
consistent, 6-year-long contribution to our learning and growth. | would like to take a moment to thank
at least the members of the senior leadership and upper school team, who, despite being in charge of
overseeing the entire school, still took the time to ensure we as individuals did not get lost in the
shuffle.

We thank Dr Brown not only for your cycling updates which motivated us to be more active, for your
assemblies which forced us to start thinking as early as 8:10 in the morning but ultimately for making
the English College in Prague the friendly and vibrant school it is.

We thank Mrs Rankin for expanding our vocabulary - my classmates and | think of you when we use
words like adamant, banal, and obsolete, but mainly of course for caring about how we learn and for
pushing us beyond our limits.

We thank Mr Hill for not giving up on us even after reading hundreds of unfinished, and in many cases,
horrendous personal statement drafts. Without your censorship, the universities would see our true
colours.

We thank Mr Hudson for being our guide during these confusing times, and for translating IB’s
statements into a language we mere mortals could understand.

We thank Mr Baxter for asking “you alright” and not expecting an answer, and of course for keeping a
watchful eye on our attendance.

We thank Mrs Svejdova for making us caring and reflective individuals and for helping organise our
wonderful graduation ball among many other events.

We thank Mrs Buchanan for looking after our well-being when we ourselves neglected to do so and for
being a person we could confide in.

We thank Mr Emmerson for cheering us up with your motivational emails and for brightening our mood
with your dry humour when we felt like we were in deep water.

We thank our tutors - Mr Ibbitson, Ms Bucharova, Mr Hillier and Mr Athwal for being the people we
could always turn to in times of struggle and for always having answers to our questions.

We thank all EE supervisors for helping us while we set ourselves ambitious goals and struggled to
fulfill them.

We thank our board of governors for shaping the ECP into the institution it is.

And last but not least, we thank all of our teachers, who have devoted themselves to taming us, noisy
teenagers, and stuck with us through thick and thin.

The mentorship of you and our families has helped us come a long way. From reckless to mindful,
from oblivious to aware, delicate to resilient, prejudiced to open minded. The odds that we would
undergo such changes without you supporting us are small. And life being the game of chance it is, let
us hope it continues to deal us a good hand - so best of luck to you all.

Thank you very much for your attention and have a great rest of the evening.

Linda Novobilska,
Y6 student



CESKA VERZE:

Vazeni spoluzaci, pratelé, ucitelé, spravni rado ECP, pane fediteli Dr Browne, mili rodiCe, vaZzeny pane
Ing. Bratinko a pane doc. Ing. Tamo,

my studenti jsme se vSichni moc t&Sili na tuto slavnost jiZ od po&atku naseho IB. NejspiSe proto, Ze
jednim ze zakladnich rysl studenta IB je to, Ze se téSi, az bude mit vSe za sebou. A za normalnich
okolnosti bychom méli IB zkousky jiz davno za nami a byli bychom naplnéni pocitem Uspéchu.

Udalosti v8ak nesly podle planu. 15. bfezna jsme pfed polednem opustili $kolu a vlastné jsme se jiZ
nevratili. VétSina z nas v3ak pokracovala ve své tvrdé praci i v online formé vzdélavani, protoze jsme
se désili hrozicich finalnich zkousek. Zpétné si v8ak uvédomujeme, ze podle pravidel IB je spravny IB
student student riskujici, tudiz mél pfedvidat zruSeni zkousek a €as pak mohl travit jinak, vesele a
beze stresu. Jakmile se vSak objevily zvésti o zruSeni zkousek, nasledné i pocet studentl v online
hodinach zacal vyrazné klesat. S nimi se sniZzovaly ku prospéchu naseho zdravi i pavodné vysoké
hladiny kofeinu v naSi krvi, vymizely zelené kruhy pod o€ima a plet se nam zacala zabarvovat
zlatavym ténem od opalujiciho slunce. Jsme vdécni vSem pedagogum, Ze presto vSechno vytrvali a s
upfimnou snahou se pokouseli vpravovat do nas pod tlakem dal$i a dalSi informace a udrzovat nase
IB sili alespofi na minimalni rychlosti, ze které by byl rozjezd vzdy jednodus$si, nez z uplného
zastaveni. Rozhodné nikdy nezapomeneme na online hodiny télesné vychovy, protoze absolvovat
vyuku télocviku v pyZamu a z pohodli nasi postele je pravdépodobné historicky nezopakovatelné.

Ackoli se tomu téZko véfi, velkd ¢ast z nas nebyla nadSena z diplomu zaloZzeného na jakémsi
algoritmu misto naseho vlastniho Usili ve zkouskach. Koneckoncl, pani Buchanan a pan Emmerson
nas mentalné pfipravovali na psychickou zatéz, kterou mélo IB pfedstavovat, jiz od prvniho ro€niku. A
kdyZ jsme vidéli, Ze ani naSi “ECP architekti” nepocitali s touto chybou v Matrixu, zneklidnilo nas to a
zahlcovali jsme naSe ucitele souvislym pfivalem emaill, za coz se vSem postizenym dodatecné
omlouvame. Avs$ak b&hem téchto tfi “Schrédingerovych” mésicl pred zvefejnénim vysledkd - kde
bychom mohli byt zarover uspésni i neuspésni - se zda, Ze vSechny nase obavy pomalu ustupuiji, a to
dokonce i ty nejvaznéjsi, Ze na$ diplom bude bran na lehkou vahu. Misto toho se nase smysleni
proméniuje a vyviji - uréité k velké radosti pani profesorky Svejdové - koneéné ve smysleni reflektivni.

Reflexi poslednich tydnli mizeme sméle konstatovat, ze nase zklamani ze zruSenych zkousek je
zazehnano a nikoho nemusi trapit pocit nedokonéené kapitoly ve svém vzdélani. Nadale budeme
stavét na znalostech, které jsme ziskali; rozvijet dovednosti, které jsme se naudili, a udrzovat
pratelstvi, ktera jsme v pribéhu téch let vybudovali. A jiz ted vim, Ze vzpominkami, které jsme si na
ECP vytvofili, se budeme probirat se zafivym ismévem.

Kdyz jsem se pfed dvéma tydny po dlouhé dobé vrétila do Skoly na maturitu a potkala jsem ¢ast mych
spoluzakd, vybavil se mi znamy pocit sounalezitosti, ktery zazivame my, studenti, kdyz zjistime, ze
nasi pfatelé jsou na tom stejné. V3ichni mame obavu, Zze neumime vSechno, Ze néco zapomeneme,
Ze nas néco zaskoci. Pfi zpétném pohledu si uvédomuiji, Ze praveé i skrze tyto nade drobné nezdary
jsme se béhem Skolnich let vSichni sblizili. A zda se, Ze naSe schopnost se tomu nakonec spole¢né
zasmat je to, co nas posouvalo stale dal a dal.

KdyZz jsme vymysleli slogan na nas maturitni ples, nikdo z nas netusil, Ze heslo, které jsme zvolili, bude
tak vystizné a trefné pro obdobi, které nas Cekalo. Nas maturitni slogan totiz znél:’All bets are off”,



volné prelozeno “Zivot je nepfedvidatelny”. Takovy zavér naseho studia, nepredvidal, myslim, vibec

nikdo.

Nez vSak vyrazime do budoucnosti, kde je vSechno nepfedvidatelné, méli bychom podékovat vSem
kolem nas, ktefi si na nas i v této dobé vsadili.

Dékujeme tém, ktefi jsou nam nejblize - nasim rodi€dm za to, Ze nam umoznili studovat na ECP a za
to, Ze tu pro nas byli, kdyz jsme to nejvice potfebovali. Doufame, Ze jste na nas hrdi.

Samoziejmé bychom tady také nebyli bez naSich uciteld a tymu vedeni Skoly, ktefi nas po dobu Sesti
let usilovné, ob¢as i proti nasi vuli, vzdélavali, za coz vam dékujeme.

Dékujeme Dr. Brownovi nejen za to, Ze nas motivujete byt aktivnimi Vasim vypravénim o cyklistickych
vyletech, nejen za vedeni inspirativnich rannich shromazdéni, kterd nas vzdy pfinutila zacit pfemyslet
jiz v 8:10 rano, ale hlavné za to, Ze na ECP vytvafite tak pfatelskou atmosféru. D&kujeme pani Rankin
za rozsifeni nasi slovni zasoby - dodnes na Vas myslime, kdyz pouzivame slova, ktera jste nas
naucila - ale hlavné dékujeme, Ze se starate o to, jak se u€ime, a Ze nam rozSifujete obzory i hranice.
Dé&kujeme pani Svejdové za to, Ze z nas jiz od Gtlého gymnazijniho véku péstujete hloubavé a
ohleduplné jedince, dékujeme za velkou pomoc pfi organizaci naseho nadherného maturitniho plesu a
jinych akci. Dékujeme pani Buchanan, Ze jste se starala o nase blaho, kdyz jsme jej sami zanedbavali,
a Ze jste pro nas osobou, které bychom se mohli svéfit. Dékujeme panu Hillovi, Zze jste na nas
nezaneviel ani po pfec¢teni stovek nedokonfenych a v mnoha pfipadech straSnych motivaénich
dopisll. Bez Vasi cenzury by univerzity védély, jaci skuteéné jsme. Dékujeme panu Baxterovi za to, Ze
se nas nikdy nezapomenete zeptat, zdali ,jsme v porfadku® a neoekavate odpovéd, a samoziejmeé za
to, Ze pozorné sledujete nasi Skolni dochazku. Dékujeme panu Emmersonovi za to, Ze jste se nas
snazil povzbuzovat formou motivacnich emailt (a Ze nam studentim rozumite a ve svych dlouhych
emailech zvyrazfiujete dllezité informace) a za rozjasnéni nalady Vasim suchym humorem, kdyz jsme
meéli pocit, Ze se topime v Ukolech. Dékujeme panu Hudsonovi za to, Ze jste byl v pribéhu téchto
zmate€nych ¢asu nasim vlidcem, a za pfeklady vSech prohlaseni spole¢nosti IB do jazyka studentiim
srozumitelného. Dékujeme nasim tfidnim uciteldm - panu Ibbitsonovi, pani Bucharové, panu Hillierovi
a panu Athwalovi za to, Ze jsme se na Vas mohli vzdy a se v8im obratit - jste navéky nasi hrdinové.
Dékujeme vS8em ugitelim, ktefi dohliZzeli na psani nasich EE eseju, za pomoc a za trpélivost, kterou
jste prokazali, kdyz jsme si stanovili pFilis ambiciozni cile a nijak zvlast jsme se nesnazili je dosahnout.
Dékujeme spravni radé ECP za tvarovani na$i Skoly v instituci, kterou se stala. A v neposledni fadé
dékujeme vSem nasSim ucitelim, ktefi se hrdinsky ujali ukolu zkrotit nas, hluéné teenagery, a byl
nasimi moudrymi radci, kdyz jsme sami rozum postradali.

Pouze pomoci vas a naSich blizkych jsme byli schopni se tolik zménit. Stali jsme se odolné&jsimi,
v8imaveéjsimi a otevieng&jsimi. Sance, Ze bychom se takovymi mohli stat bez vas, je rozhodné mensi. A
protoze je zivot hra nahody, doufejme, Ze nam i nadale budou chodit dobré karty. Hodné Stésti vSem.

Moc dékuji za pozornost a pfeji pfijemny zbytek vecera.

Linda Novobilska,
Studentka Y6



