
 

 

History 
Course Description 
 

The study of VCE History assists students to understand themselves, others and their world, and broadens 
their perspective by examining people, groups, events, ideas and movements. Through studying VCE 
History, students develop social, political, economic and cultural understanding. They also explore continuity 
and change: the world is not as it has always been, and it will be subject to change in the future. In this sense, 
history is relevant to contemporary issues. It fosters an understanding of human agency and informs decision 
making in the present. The study of history fosters the ability to ask searching questions, to engage in 
independent research, and to construct arguments about the past based on evidence.  
 

Course Structure 
Unit 1 – Change and Conflict 
In this unit students explain how significant events, ideologies and individuals contributed to political and 
economic changes in the first half of the 20th century, and analyse how these contributed to the causes of 
World War Two. They explain patterns of social and cultural change in everyday life in the first half of the 
twentieth century, and analyse the conditions which influenced these changes. 
 
Area of Study 

1. Ideology and conflict 
2. Social and cultural change 

 
Unit 2 – Changing the world order   
In this unit students explain the causes of the Cold War and analyse its consequences on nations and people. 
They explain the challenges to social, political and/or economic structures of power and evaluate the extent 
to which continuity and change occurred. 
 
Area of Study 

1. Causes, course, and consequences of the the cold war  
2. Challenge and change 

 
Unit 3 and 4 – Revolutions 
In Units 3 and 4 Revolutions students analyse the causes of revolution, and evaluate the contribution of 
significant events, ideas, individuals and popular movements. They analyse the consequences of revolution 
and evaluate the extent of continuity and change in the post-revolutionary society. 
 
Timelines: 

• The American Revolution (1754–4 July 1776) 
• The French Revolution (1774–4 August 1789) 
• The Russian Revolution (1896– 26 October 1917) 
• The Chinese Revolution (1912–1 October 1949) 

 
Area of Study 

1. Causes of revolution 
2. Consequences of revolution 

 
  



 

 

Entry and Recommendations 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a 
sequence. 
 

Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstration of achievement of outcomes and satisfactory completion of a unit are determined by evidence 
gained through the assessment of a range of learning activities and tasks. 
 
Level of Achievement 

Unit 1 and 2 

• Historical inquiry 
• Analysis of primary source 
• Analysis of historical interpretation 
• Essay 
• Examination 

 
Unit 3 and 4 

• Unit 3 School-based Assessment (25%) 
o Historical inquiry 
o Analysis of primary source 
o Analysis of historical interpretation 
o Essay 

• Unit 4 School-based Assessment (25%) 
o Historical inquiry 
o Analysis of primary source 
o Analysis of historical interpretation 
o Essay 

• Examination (50%) 
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