
 
 

Drama 

Course Description 
VCE Drama focuses on the creation and performance of characters and stories that communicate ideas, 
meaning and messages. Students use creative processes, a range of stimulus material and play-making 
techniques to develop and present devised work.  
Students learn about and draw on a range of performance styles relevant to practices of ritual and story-
telling, contemporary drama practice and the work of significant drama practitioners. Students explore 
characteristics of selected performance and apply and manipulate conventions, dramatic elements and 
production areas. They use performance skills and expressive skills to explore and develop role and 
character. The performances they create will go beyond the reality of life as it is lived and may pass comment 
on or respond to aspects of the real world. These performances can occur in any space. Students also 
analyse the development of their own work and performances by other drama practitioners. 

Course structure 
Unit 1: Introducing performance styles 
In this unit, students study three or more performance styles from a range of social, historical and cultural 
contexts. They examine drama traditions of ritual and storytelling to devise performances that go beyond re-
creation and/or representation of real life as it is lived. 
 
Area of Study 

1. Creating a devised performance 
2. Presenting a devised performance 
3. Analysing a devised performance 
4. Analysing a professional drama performance 

 
Unit 2: Australian identity 
In this unit students study aspects of Australian identity evident in contemporary drama practice. This may 
also involve exploring the work of selected drama practitioners and associated performance styles. This unit 
focuses on the use and documentation of the processes involved in constructing a devised solo or ensemble 
performance. Students create, present and analyse a performance based on a person, an event, an issue, a 
place, an artwork, a text and/or an icon from a contemporary or historical Australian context. 
 
Area of Study 

1. Using Australia as inspiration 
2. Presenting a devised performance 
3. Analysing a devised performance 
4. Analysing an Australian drama performance 

 
Unit 3: Devised ensemble performance 
In this unit students explore the work of drama practitioners and draw on contemporary practice as they 
devise ensemble performance work. Students explore performance styles and associated conventions from 
a diverse range of contemporary and/or traditional contexts. They work collaboratively to devise, develop and 
present an ensemble performance. Students create work that reflects a specific performance style or one 
that draws on multiple performance styles and is therefore eclectic in nature. They use play- making 
techniques to extract dramatic potential from stimulus material, then apply and manipulate conventions, 
dramatic elements, expressive skills, performance skills and production areas. Throughout development of 
the work they experiment with transformation of character, time and place, and application of symbol. 
Students devise and shape their work to communicate meaning or to have a specific impact on their 
audience. In addition, students document and evaluate stages involved in the creation, development and 
presentation of the ensemble performance. 
 



 
 

Area of Study 
1. Devising and presenting ensemble performance 
2. Analysing a devised ensemble performance 
3. Analysing and evaluating a professional drama performance 

Unit 4: Devised solo performance 
This unit focuses on the development and the presentation of devised solo performances. Students explore 
contemporary practice and works that are eclectic in nature; that is, they draw on a range of performance 
styles and associated conventions from a diverse range of contemporary and traditional contexts. Students 
develop skills in extracting dramatic potential from stimulus material and use play-making techniques to 
develop and present a short solo performance. They experiment with application of symbol and 
transformation of character, time and place. They apply conventions, dramatic elements, expressive skills, 
performance skills and performance styles to shape and give meaning to their work. Students further develop 
and refine these skills as they create a performance in response to a prescribed structure. They consider the 
use of production areas to enhance their performance and the application of symbol and transformations. 
Students document and evaluate the stages involved in the creation, development and presentation of their 
solo performance. 
 
Area of Study 

1. Demonstrating techniques of solo performance 
2. Devising a solo performance 
3. Analysing and evaluating a devised solo performance 

Entry and Recommendations 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a 
sequence. 

Assessment 
Satisfactory completion 
Demonstration of achievement of outcomes and satisfactory completion of a unit are determined by evidence 
gained through the assessment of a range of learning activities and tasks. 
 
Level of achievement 

Unit 1 and 2 

• Journal Performance  
• Presentation 
• Analysis  
• Examination 

Unit 3 and 4 

• School-assessed coursework Unit 3 (30%)  
o Performance 
o Presentation 
o Analysis and evaluation 

• School-assessed coursework Unit 4 (10%)  
o Performance 
o Oral or written statement of performance  
o Presentation 

• Examination 
o Performance (35%) 
o Written (25%) 


	Course Description
	Course structure
	Unit 1: Introducing performance styles
	Area of Study

	Unit 2: Australian identity
	Area of Study

	Unit 3: Devised ensemble performance
	Area of Study

	Unit 4: Devised solo performance
	Area of Study


	Entry and Recommendations
	Assessment
	Satisfactory completion
	Level of achievement
	Unit 1 and 2
	Unit 3 and 4



