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9 Newcastle Street, Newport
T: 9391 1201
E: newport.spotswood@cam.org.au
W: www.stjosephs3015.com.au 

Parish Office

Tue & Thu: 9.15am, Spotswood
Wed, Fri & Sat: 9.15am, Newport
Sat: 5.30pm, Spotswood
Sun: 10.00am, Newport

Mass Times

Reconciliation
Sat 10.00-10.30am, Newport
5.00-5.20pm, Spotswood

Parish Office Hours
Tue:  9am - 3.00pm
Thu & Fri: 9am - 4.00pm

Parish Priest
Fr Samuel Kapani PP

Parish Staff
Jill Dooley (Secretary)
Leanne Misquitta (Bookkeeper)

Parish Pastoral Council
Katherine Wong- Chairperson
E:newport.spotswood-PPC@cam.org.au

Parish Finance Committee
Martin Kruse - Chairperson
E:newport.spotswood-PFC@cam.org.au

Parish Safeguarding Group
Vicki Findlay - Chairperson
E:newport.spotswood@cam.org.au

Maureen Llewellyn
Michael Nardella
Tricia O’Shea
Rose Santo

Choir
Larissa Cairns - Director

Sacramental Co-ordinators
Sr Lorraine Robinson
Carmel Crawford
Agnes Pak
Katherine Wong

Sacristans

Sacred Heart
Principal: Kaylene Carlin
T: 9391 6262
E: principal@shnewport.catholic.edu.au

St. Margaret Mary’s
Principal: Colleen McCambridge
T: 9391 3118
E: principal@smmspotswood.catholic.edu.au

Catholic Primary  Schools

29th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - 18 OCT 2026
PARISH PRAYER

Heavenly Father, We gather as the parish of  Saint Joseph as we welcome all into our
community. We celebrate our faith, share in the Eucharist and Sacraments and come
together to embrace each other's joys, sorrows, hopes and dreams. We pray that we
will always be a welcoming community, embracing our future and the uniqueness of

all who come amongst us.
We are led by the example of  Christ, the cornerstone of  all we are and all we do. We

are guided by the Spirit to be the heart of  God, as we find grace in each other. We
are inspired by the charism of  Mary MacKillop and the work of  the Sisters of  St

Joseph. We pray that we will follow St Margaret Mary's devotion to the Sacred Heart
of  Jesus.

Sacred Heart of  Jesus, be with us. 
St Joseph, pray for us. St Margaret Mary, pray for us. 

St Mary of  the Cross, pray for us.

NEXT WEEKEND’S ROSTER - 30  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMETH

Counting team (week beginning 18th October 26)
Team A - Helen, Rose, Angela

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
The Parish of St. Joseph, Newport and Spotswood, acknowledges the Yalukit-willam people of the

Bunurong Country who are the traditional owners of the land on which the churches of Sacred Heart and
St. Margaret Mary stand. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey
of Reconciliation.

Rosary & Silent Adoration
After Saturday Mass, ends 10.30am

PARISH CALENDAR AND COMMUNITY OBSERVANCES
OCTOBER:
17th: Cuppa and Chat (SMM) 
17th: Baptisms (SMM)
22nd: PFC Meeting
22nd: SMM SAC Meeting
29th: First Reconciliation (SMM) 
30th: First Reconciliation (SH) 

 Happy
Feast
Day 
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Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom he
has taken by his right hand to subdue nations before him
and strip the loins of kings, to force gateways before him
that their gates be closed no more:

It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, of Israel my chosen
one, that I have called you by your name, conferring a title
though you do not know me. I am the Lord, unrivalled;
there is no other God besides me. Though you do not
know me, I arm you that men may know from the rising to
the setting of the sun that, apart from me, all is nothing.

THE WORD OF GOD 
First Reading :                                       Isaiah 45:1, 4-6

Responsorial Psalm                      Ps 95:1, 3-5, 7-10 

​ O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
Tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples. (R)
The Lord is great and worthy of praise,
to be feared above all gods;
the gods of the heathens are naught.
It was the Lord who made the heavens. (R)
Give the Lord, you families of peoples,
give the Lord glory and power,
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Bring an offering and enter his courts. (R)
Worship the Lord in his temple,
O earth, tremble before him.
Proclaim to the nations: 'God is king,'
He will judge the peoples in fairness. (R)

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright stars; 
you are offering it the word of life.
Alleluia!

Gospel:                                             Mathew    22:15-21

(R) Give the Lord glory and honour.

​The Pharisees went away to work out between them
how to trap Jesus in what he said. And they sent their
disciples to him, together with the Herodians, to say,
‘Master, we know that you are an honest man and
teach the way of God in an honest way, and that you
are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank means
nothing to you. Tell us your opinion then. Is it
permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’ But Jesus
was aware of their malice and replied, ‘You hypocrites!
Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see the money
you pay the tax with.’ They handed him a denarius, and
he replied, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’
‘Caesar’s,’ they replied. He then said to them, ‘Very
well, give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar –
and to God what belongs to God.’

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in
Thessalonika which is in God the Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace from God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. We always mention you
in our prayers and thank God for you all, and constantly
remember before God our Father how you have shown
your faith in action, worked for love and persevered
through hope, in our Lord Jesus Christ. We know,
brothers, that God loves you and that you have been
chosen, because when we brought the Good News to
you, it came to you not only as words, but as power and
as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction.

Reflection - courtesy Summit Online
DID YOU KNOW? 
Points of  interest and Catholic lore 

The Herodians are mentioned only three times in the
New Testament as a group within Jewish society
(Mark 3:6; Mark 12:13; Matthew 22:16). In all three
texts, they are aligned with the Pharisees in trying to
entrap Jesus. They may have been supporters of  the
rule and policies of  Herod Antipas, son of  Herod the
Great, ruler of  Galilee during Jesus’ lifetime.
The first ‘Caesar’ was Gaius Julius Caesar, a Roman
general, who emerged from the civil wars as the sole
ruler of  the Empire in 45 bc. After his murder the
following year, his grand-nephew Octavian (Augustus)
took over as ruler and adopted the name ‘Caesar’.
From then onwards, all rulers of  the empire were
known as ‘Caesar’. The Caesar during Jesus’ public
ministry was Tiberias.

EXPLORING THE WORD
This was an interesting question posed to Jesus. Given
the political and religious structures of  the society in
which he lived, this was a no-win situation!
Jews were required to pay a denarius (a day’s wage) to
the Roman overlords and were also required to pay a
half-shekel (a standard silver coin) tax towards the
running of  the temple. 
If  Jesus had answered ‘yes’, he could have been accused
of  betraying his religious duty. If  he had answered ‘no’, he
could have been reported to the Roman authorities for
inciting others not to pay their taxes. This was a trick
indeed.
Jesus’ answer makes clear that there are obligations to
the state for any citizen but also makes clear that there
are obligations to God. The coin bears Caesar’s image
and therefore belongs to him, but the whole of  creation
bears the imprint of  God. The first loyalty of  all created
things is therefore to God.

Second Reading                      Thessalonians  1:1-5



PARISH NEWS PLEASE PRAY FOR

Death Anniversaries:
Peggy DOOLEY
Rogelio CRUZ
Rossamma GEORGE
Sidharth JEEVAN
Usha ZACHARIAS
Francesco BARBALACO
Giuseppe MEILAK

  

Sick:
Helen KELLY
Maree WALSH 

Join Our Parish Mailing List
Scan the QR code to receive our weekly
parish newsletter and stay connected to
the latest news and events.

Partnering In Mission Corner

For those of us that do not carry cash,
we now have portable smart terminals
available in the  foyer.

You can make your collection offering
electronically here 
If you would like to join our parish
thanksgiving program, and receive a
thanksgiving envelope number. 
Please contact the parish office.

PORTABLE SMART TERMINALS

Sunday Collections (10th & 11th October 2026)
1st Collection

$487.80
2nd Collection

$1,031.95

The Joint Partnership Steering committee truly appreciate
all  your valuable thoughts, ideas, feedbacks and
suggestions at our consultation sessions. Please be
assured that the parishioners will receive ongoing updates
at every stage of the process. The “Partnering for Mission”
document is available on our website.
Upcoming meeting:  21  October 2026 st

The group meets every first Monday of the month at
1.00 pm in the presbytery. The next meeting is on 
2nd November 2026 

Rosary Group

Held every Thursday 12.30 pm till 3.30 pm but will no
longer be held at the Jubilee Centre. If you are interest
please contact: Mary Nassar or Christina Leandri 

Marian Movement of Priests
PRAYER GROUPS

Melbourne Synod

What is a Synod ?
47. Synodality calls us forward
We are invited not to cling to the past, but to move
forward in faith.

48. Synodality strengthens communion
Communion grows when voices are respected and
discernment is shared.

49. Synodality and trust in God
Ultimately, synodality is an act of trust that God is still
guiding His Church.

50. Walking together with Christ
We walk together because Christ walks with us. That is
the deepest meaning of synodality.

The Melbourne Synod will be held from Friday 4 to
Sunday 6 December 2026. Attendance at the Synod is
guided by Canon 463 and includes clergy, religious and
lay representatives. In Melbourne, the Synod will
comprise approximately 180 Members. Sixty (60) lay
Members, comprising fifteen (15) representatives from
each region, will be selected through a nomination
process to participate in the Synod.

October: Month of the Holy Rosary
During the month of October, after the weekday Masses,
we will be praying the Rosary for the month of Holy
October.  Everyone are welcome to attend. 

St. James Hoppers Crossing North - Parish Fete
St James Hoppers Crossing North, will be holding their fete
on Saturday 17  October, 10 am till 4 pm on the church
grounds. There will be hot food, rides, entertainment and
all the usual stalls and bargains. A great fun day for the
family. All welcome.

th

Baptisms
This weekend we welcome, Harvey Despott, Harrison &  
Amelia Mackey, Hugo Gulizia & Darcy Mackenzie, their
family, Godparents & Witnesses to our parish community.
Please keep them in your prayers. 

Celebrating St. Margaret Mary’s Feast Day with
a Cuppa & Chat
Our monthly Cuppa & Chat will be held at St. Margaret
Mary’s Church Spotswood after Mass this weekend.
Please join us in celebrating St. Margaret Mary’s Feast
Day.  You are welcome to bring a plate to share.

Month of November - Month of Remembrance
During the month of November, we ask all Parishioners to
write names of their departed family members, which will
be projected at weekday Masses. Envelopes for November
Masses for the Holy Souls, will be available at church.  



The Parish of St. Joseph, Newport and Spotswood, holds the care, safety and wellbeing of all children, young people and
adults at risk as a central and fundamental responsibility 

for our community.

ST MARGARET MARY’S SCHOOL
https://www.smmspotswood.catholic.edu.auhttps://www.shnewport.catholic.edu.au

SACRED HEART SCHOOL
CHILDREN AND YOUTH CORNER

Combined Parish
Youth Gathering 

Every first Saturday of
the month

We now have a new age
range for The Combined
Parishes Youth Group.

The age range has
changed from 13-19 years
and is now 15-25 years

of age.
Place: Parish Centre,    
Williamstown
Time: 7pm (after youth
lead vigil mass at 6 pm)
To register, please contact
Martin and Branka Briffa.
Sign-in required.

Upcoming date:
Saturday, 7  November th

EVENTS

Baptism Dates 
2026

SMM  - 17 October
SH      - 21 November
SMM  - 19 December

Rite of First
Reconciliation 

For students of  Sacred
Heart (Thurs 29 October)
and St Margaret Mary’s

(Fri 30 October). 
Preparation Lesson

(Sacred Heart Church
Newport at 9 am)

-Sunday, October 18
Students will be

accompanied at lessons
by family / friend /

godparent. 

Tonight our staff were led by Carlie
Anderson from #imaginewithscripture in
a beautiful experience of Imaginative
Prayer, entering more deeply into the
story of The Visitation (Luke 1:39–56).
A wonderful opportunity to encounter
Scripture through imagination, reflection
and prayer. ✨🙏

St Margaret Mary’s students are
independent life-long learners
inspired by Gospel values and
empowered with a sense of purpose
and responsibility. They confidently
engage with others and are equipped
with skills to adapt to an ever
changing world.
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