Graduation and Prize Giving ceremony - Headmaster’s address

On behalf of the Governors, staff and students of The English College I'd like to welcome you all to the 2017
Graduation and Prize Giving ceremony — we are delighted that Marcela Cernochova, the Managing Director of
the British Chamber of Commerce, is here with us tonight as our Guest of Honour. She is a good friend of the
English College and we are very pleased that she was able to accept our invitation to speak to us and to present
the prizes.

So | would like to warmly welcome family, friends, teachers and Governors, but above all, | want to welcome
our graduating students. Graduates of 2017 - that sounds good, doesn'’t it? - Graduates of 2017, let's just take
a moment to let it sink in, let's take a moment to road test that simple phrase which represents all your hard
work, your ups and downs, your highs and lows, your despair and elation. This is the terminus station in the
rollercoaster ride that you thought would never end, the rollercoaster that you thought might throw you off at
any moment, or at least cause you to be politely asked by Miss Buchanan to move onto the seats in the
“probationary entry” carriages. So Graduates of 2017, you are coming to the end of this ride, the fearsome,
gravity defying ride we’ll call the Stephen Hudson Hurricane. As you come into the terminus station you are the
stars of this show and it is directly to you I'd like to say a few words.

| am going to be a bit cheeky and use an idea that the previous Headmaster, Simon Marshall, used with last
year’s graduates. His idea was a simple one and it was that today, the famous blue doors are much more of an
exit than an entrance. An exit to the wider world. An exit to universities both here in the UK and further abroad,
an exit to a world where - as | dared you to imagine at the Graduation Ball - anything is possible, and a world
that | know you will influence for the better.

Around this time of year those more seasoned teachers (I hesitate to say tired, haggered, exhausted), those
more seasoned teachers are used to being asked, “Will you miss us”, “Was | your favourite student?”, “Weren’t
we just your absolute best tutor group?” You're so high maintenance - you lot! Your parents think you are special
- does that count? Probably not, they would say that, wouldn’t they?!! But .... of course you are special - and
this is the first and last time | can say this - you are special to me because you are my first graduates as
Headmaster of ECP. But being as needy as you are, | felt that you might want a little more reassurance. So to
really reassure you that you are special | pinched another idea that is someone else’s - your idea in fact. Do
you remember the tickets for the Graduation Ball saying in the 1990s gameboy fashion “Game Over’? Well, |
think today is the exact opposite. Far from being game over, you have just graduated to the next level - as it
says here, you have graduated to the next level of your life in the big wide world. Your tutors have written a few
thoughts on the back and | hope you will cherish those words and the words of encouragement you will hear
from all of us as we share some time together over food and drinks after the formal part of the evening.

Now you will shortly hear a wonderful piece of Rachmaninoff from lveta Pudilova. Following lveta, | would like
to extend an extremely warm welcome to our Guest of Honour Marcela who appropriately is going to talk to you
about following your dreams.

Thank you and enjoy and really savour the rest of the evening.



Slavnostni maturitni vecer, 26.5.2017
Proslov reditele

Jménem ¢lenl spravni rady Skoly, vSech zaméstnancl a studentt Anglického gymnazia bych Vas rad
pfivital na slavnostnim maturitnim vederu roku 2017 - je nam potéSenim, ze Marcela Cernochova,
vykonna feditelka Britské obchodni komory v Praze, je tu dnes vecer s nami jako ¢estny host. Marcela
patfi mezi pratele Anglického gymnazia a jsme radi, Ze pfijala nade pozvani pohovofit s nami a pfedat
studentdm slavnostni ocenéni.

Chtél bych srdecné pfivitat rodiny, pratele, ucitele, ¢leny spravni rady a pfedevsim nase absolvujici
studenty na tomto slavnostnim veceru roku 2017. Absolventi roku 2017 - to zni dobfe, ze? - absolventi
roku 2017, pojdme to na chvili nechat vstfebat, pojdme chvili otestovat tuto jednoduchou frazi, ktera
predstavuje vSechnu Vasi pilnou praci, Vase vzestupy a pady, Vase nejlepsi a nejhorsi momenty, Vase
zoufalstvi i nadSeni. Toto je konecna stanice Vasi jizdy na horské draze, o které jste si mysleli, ze nikdy
neskonci, o které jste si mysleli, ze Vas muze kdykoli vyklopit, nebo alespon zplsobit, ze pani
Buchanan Vas zdvofile pozada o pfesun na mista ve vozech pro “podminecny vstup” neboli "nejisty
postup". Absolventi roku 2017, dnes pfijizdite na konec této jizdy, této désivé jizdy navzdory gravitaéni
sile, této jizdy, kterou muzeme nazvat Hurikan Stephen Hudson. P¥i pfijezdu do kone¢né stanice jste
hvézdami tohoto vecera a pfimo Vam bych rad vénoval par slov.

Budu trochu opovazlivy a pouziji mySlenku pfedchoziho feditele Simona Marshalla z proslovu k
absolventim lorfiského roku. Jeho myslenka byla jednoducha - nase slavné modré dvefe nyni pro Vas
predstavuji spiSe vystup nezli vstup. Vystup do SirSiho svéta. Vystup smérem k univerzitam, at’ uz zde,
ve Velké Britanii nebo jinde ve svété, vystup do svéta, kde - jak jsme si spole¢né predstavovali na
maturitnim plese - je vSechno mozné, a vystup do svéta, ktery jisté ucinite lepSim.

V této fazi Skolniho roku jsou ostfilenéjsi ucitelé (nerad bych fekl unaveni, zmozeni, vyCerpani), tedy
tito zkuSengjsi ucitelé jsou zvykli na to, ze se jich ptate: "Budeme Vam chybét?", "Byl jsem Vas oblibeny
student?", "Byli jsme Vase nejlepsi tfida?" Vy jste tak narocni! Vasi rodi€e si mysli, ze jste vyjimecni
- pocita se to? Pravdépodobné ne, ze? To rodiCe fikavaji. Ale .... samoziejmé, Ze vyjimecni jste - a ja
mohu poprvé a naposledy Fici, ze pro mne jste vyjime¢ni tim, ze jste prvnimi absolventy za mého
pusobeni jako feditele ECP. Ale vzhledem k Vasim potfebam jsem se domnival, Ze budete nejspise
chtit trochu vice povzbuzeni. Rad bych Vas tedy ubezpedil o Vasi vyjimecnosti prostfednictvim dalsi
myslenky, kterou jsem si pGjcil od nékoho jiného - je to vlastné Vase myslenka. Vzpominate si, Ze na
vstupenkach na Vas maturitni ples bylo napsano ve stylu pfistrojiil game boy z devadesatych let "Game
Over/Konec hry"? Domnivam se, Ze dnes dochazi k pfesnému opaku. Nejste na konci hry, pouze jste
se pravé posunuli do dal8i urovné - jak je zde napsano, praveé jste se posunuli do dal§i urovné Vaseho
Zivota v SiroSirém svété. Vasi tfidni ucitelé napsali na zadni stranu vstupenky do dalSi faze Vaseho
Zivota par mySlenek a doufam, Ze je budete opatrovat, stejné jako slova povzbuzeni, ktera od nich
uslysite béhem spoleéného popovidani nad ob&erstvenim po skonéeni formalni ¢asti vecCera.

Nyni mulzete posoudit, zda jsem dodrzel pozadavek na stru¢nost. Brzy uslySime nadhernou
Rachmaninovu skladbu v podani Ivety Pudilove. Poté bych rad predal slovo nasemu ¢estnému hostu,
pani Marcele Cernochové, ktera bude vystizné hovofit o tom, jak jit za svym snem.

Dé&kuji Vam za pozornost a pfeji Vam, abyste si uZili a vychutnali zbytek vecera.



