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Focus on the Gospel 
TheÊBookÊofÊGenesisÊfinalÊediƟonÊbelievedÊtoÊbeÊaboutÊaÊmillenniumÊbeforeÊ
ChristÊandÊtheÊBookÊofÊWisdomÊwasÊwriƩenÊinÊtheÊlastÊhalfÊofÊtheÊfirstÊcenturyÊ
beforeÊChrist.ÊMuchÊhasÊgoneÊunderÊtheÊbridgeÊinÊtheÊinterveningÊcenturies.Ê
WhileÊGenesisÊchaptersÊ2-3ÊemphasisesÊtheÊmortalityÊofÊhumankind,ÊtheÊBookÊ
ofÊWisdomÊemphasisesÊtheÊimmortalityÊofÊtheÊhumanÊperson,ÊmadeÊinÊtheÊ
imageÊofÊGod.ÊTheÊbeliefÊinÊtheÊresurrecƟonÊofÊtheÊdeadÊemergedÊatÊthatÊƟme.Ê
DespiteÊtheÊgoodnessÊofÊcreaƟon,ÊsinÊdidÊenterÊhumanÊexperience,ÊyetÊsinÊandÊ
evilÊareÊtoÊbeÊovercomeÊbyÊtheÊsavingÊacƟonsÊofÊtheÊcomingÊMessiah.ÊThisÊshortÊ
readingÊisÊenheartening,ÊsoberingÊandÊhopeÊfilled.Ê 
TwoÊmiraclesÊofÊJesusÊthatÊareÊpresentedÊinÊtheÊlongerÊversionÊofÊtheÊGospelÊ
thisÊSundayÊbothÊinterruptÊandÊinteract.ÊAtÊfirstÊJesusÊandÊhisÊdisciplesÊwereÊonÊ
theÊwayÊtoÊhealÊaÊyoungÊgirlÊwhenÊtheyÊwereÊinterruptedÊbyÊaÊmuchÊolderÊ
womanÊseekingÊhealing.ÊOnlyÊaŌerÊherÊhealingÊJesusÊconƟnuesÊtoÊtheÊyoungerÊ
girlÊbedsideÊtoÊalsoÊhealÊher.ÊMarkÊprovidesÊmuchÊdialogueÊinÊtheseÊaccountsÊtoÊ
highlightÊthatÊtheseÊmiraclesÊareÊaÊprefigurementÊofÊChrist’sÊvictoryÊoverÊsinÊ
andÊdeath.ÊTheÊelderlyÊwomanÊisÊinvitedÊtoÊ“GoÊinÊPeace”ÊandÊyoungÊgirl:Ê
“Arise”.ÊJesusÊwordsÊcaptureÊhisÊpost-resurrecƟonÊmessages.Ê 
Jairus,ÊtheÊfatherÊofÊtheÊgirl,ÊhasÊanÊinteresƟngÊnameÊinÊHebrew:Ê“GodÊ
enlightens”.ÊFromÊtheÊoutsetÊheÊhadÊfaithÊtoÊseekÊJesus.ÊTheÊelderlyÊwomanÊ
alsoÊshowedÊgreatÊfaithÊtoÊseekÊandÊjustÊtoÊtouchÊJesus. 
 
2024 DeclaraƟon on Human Dignity 4 
TheÊfirstÊconvicƟon,ÊdrawnÊfromÊRevelaƟon,ÊholdsÊthatÊtheÊdignityÊofÊtheÊ
humanÊpersonÊcomesÊfromÊtheÊloveÊofÊtheÊCreator,ÊwhoÊhasÊimprintedÊtheÊ
indelibleÊfeaturesÊofÊhisÊimageÊonÊeveryÊpersonÊ(cf.ÊGen.Ê1:26).ÊTheÊCreatorÊcallsÊ
eachÊpersonÊtoÊknowÊhim,ÊtoÊloveÊhim,ÊandÊtoÊliveÊinÊaÊcovenantalÊrelaƟonshipÊ
withÊhim,ÊwhileÊcallingÊtheÊpersonÊalsoÊtoÊliveÊinÊfraternity,ÊjusƟce,ÊandÊpeaceÊ
withÊallÊothers.ÊInÊthisÊperspecƟve,ÊdignityÊrefersÊnotÊonlyÊtoÊtheÊsoulÊbutÊalsoÊ
toÊtheÊpersonÊasÊanÊinseparableÊunityÊofÊbodyÊandÊsoul.ÊAccordingly,ÊdignityÊisÊ
alsoÊinherentÊinÊeachÊperson’sÊbody,ÊwhichÊparƟcipatesÊinÊitsÊownÊwayÊinÊbeingÊ
inÊimagoÊDeiÊ(inÊtheÊimageÊofÊGod)ÊandÊisÊalsoÊcalledÊtoÊshareÊinÊtheÊsoul’sÊgloryÊ
inÊtheÊdivineÊbeaƟtude.Ê18. 
 
Quote for the Week 
JesusÊChrist,ÊinÊHisÊinfiniteÊlove,ÊhasÊbecomeÊwhatÊweÊare,ÊinÊorderÊthatÊHeÊmayÊ
makeÊusÊenƟrelyÊwhatÊHeÊis.” St Irenaeus of Lyons 
 
On the Lighter Side 
Don’tÊyouÊreallyÊgetÊannoyedÊwhenÊsomeoneÊanswersÊtheirÊownÊquesƟons?Ê 
IÊdo. 
IÊusedÊtoÊthinkÊIÊwasÊindecisive.Ê 
ButÊnowÊI’mÊnotÊsoÊsure. 

Liturgical Joƫngs 
Liturgy and Fire 

 
WhileÊsmallÊflamesÊareÊcommonÊinÊourÊ
liturgyÊwithÊtheÊuseÊofÊcandles,ÊblazingÊ
firesÊoccurÊatÊtheÊEasterÊVigilÊandÊinÊ
someÊplacesÊonÊShroveÊTuesdayÊwhenÊ
theÊpalmsÊfromÊtheÊpreviousÊyearÊareÊ
burntÊforÊtheÊashes.ÊFireÊisÊanÊevocaƟveÊ
symbolÊthatÊmayÊalsoÊbeÊusedÊatÊ
Pentecost.ÊOurÊindigenousÊpeopleÊuseÊ
fireÊandÊsmokeÊtoÊbeginÊsignificantÊ
eventsÊandÊwelcomeÊpeople.ÊFireÊalsoÊisÊ
expressedÊinÊtheÊMassÊprayersÊinÊ
variousÊcontexts:Ê 
FireÊofÊyourÊ[God’s]ÊSpiritÊ(6ÊƟmes) 
FireÊofÊyourÊdivineÊloveÊ(4ÊƟmes) 
FireÊofÊcharityÊ(4ÊƟmes) 
FireÊofÊlove/holyÊloveÊ(threeÊƟimes) 
FireÊinÊourÊheartsÊ(twice) 
FireÊofÊGod’sÊglory,ÊonÊFireÊwithÊzeal,Ê
FireÊofÊlonging,ÊpillarÊofÊFire,ÊFireÊandÊ
lightningÊonÊMtÊSinai,ÊFire onÊtheÊEarth. 
and tonguesÊofÊFireÊ 
FireÊisÊaÊpolyvalentÊsymbolÊ–ÊitÊcarriesÊ
powerÊandÊmanyÊmeanings:ÊFireÊdispelsÊ
theÊdarknessÊofÊsin,ÊisÊassociatedÊwithÊ
humanÊaffecƟonsÊandÊemoƟons,ÊdivineÊ
glory,Êhonour,Êholiness,ÊandÊpowerÊofÊ
theÊSpirit. 

ThisÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

WisdomÊ1:13-15,Ê2:23-24 
2ÊCorinthiansÊ8:7,Ê9,Ê13-15 

MarkÊ5:21-43 

NextÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

EzekielÊ2:2-5 
2ÊCorinthiansÊ12:7-10 

MarkÊ6:1-6 



Weekly ReflecƟon 
 

FearÊandÊFaith:ÊTrusƟngÊinÊGod'sÊ
Goodness 
 
TheÊstoryÊofÊJairusÊandÊtheÊ
womanÊwithÊaÊhemorrhageÊinÊtheÊ
BibleÊoffersÊaÊpowerfulÊlessonÊonÊ
theÊrelaƟonshipÊbetweenÊfearÊ
andÊfaith.ÊJairus,ÊaÊsynagogueÊ
official,ÊfacedÊtheÊdevastaƟngÊ
newsÊofÊhisÊdaughter'sÊdeath,Ê
andÊinÊthatÊmomentÊofÊdespair,Ê
Jesus'Êwords,Ê"DoÊnotÊbeÊafraid;Ê
onlyÊhaveÊfaith,"ÊchallengedÊtheÊ
veryÊcoreÊofÊhisÊexistence.Ê
DespiteÊtheÊundeniableÊrealityÊofÊ
loss,ÊJesusÊremindedÊJairusÊthatÊ
faithÊinÊGod'sÊgoodnessÊcanÊsetÊ
thingsÊrightÊandÊthatÊitÊsurpassesÊ
theÊstormsÊofÊlifeÊinÊaÊfallenÊ
world.  
Similarly,ÊtheÊwomanÊwithÊaÊ
hemorrhageÊdemonstratedÊ
remarkableÊfaithÊbyÊreachingÊoutÊ
toÊtouchÊJesus'Êcloak,ÊdespiteÊtheÊ
risksÊandÊyearsÊofÊuncertaintyÊandÊ
fear.ÊHerÊactÊofÊfaithÊledÊtoÊ
physicalÊandÊemoƟonalÊhealing,Ê
illustraƟngÊtheÊtransformaƟveÊ
powerÊofÊtrustÊinÊGod. 
ReflecƟngÊonÊtheseÊstories,ÊitÊbÊ
ecomesÊevidentÊthatÊfaithÊ
involvesÊtrusƟngÊinÊGod'sÊ
goodness,Êwisdom,ÊandÊpower,Ê
evenÊinÊtheÊfaceÊofÊseeminglyÊ
insurmountableÊchallenges.ÊItÊ
requiresÊaÊchildlikeÊtrustÊthatÊ
allowsÊGod'sÊloveÊtoÊunfurlÊinÊourÊ
livesÊandÊremindsÊusÊthatÊweÊareÊ
inÊtheÊhandsÊofÊanÊomnipotenceÊ
ofÊlove,ÊasÊPopeÊBenedictÊaptlyÊ
expressed. 
InÊourÊownÊlives,ÊembracingÊfaithÊ
overÊfearÊcanÊrevoluƟonizeÊourÊ
perspecƟvesÊandÊexperiences.ÊItÊ
encouragesÊusÊtoÊtrustÊinÊGod'sÊ
plan,ÊevenÊwhenÊcircumstancesÊ
appearÊdire,ÊandÊtoÊbelieveÊthatÊ
HisÊloveÊandÊpowerÊareÊgreaterÊ
thanÊanyÊobstaclesÊweÊmayÊ
encounter. 
AsÊweÊnavigateÊtheÊuncertainƟesÊ
ofÊlife,ÊmayÊweÊdrawÊinspiraƟonÊ
fromÊtheÊstoriesÊofÊJairusÊandÊtheÊ
womanÊwithÊaÊhemorrhage,ÊandÊ
mayÊweÊculƟvateÊaÊsteadfastÊfaithÊ
thatÊconquersÊfearÊandÊopensÊusÊ
toÊtheÊtransformaƟveÊpowerÊofÊ
God'sÊlove. 

WantÊtoÊknowÊwhat’sÊhappeningÊaroundÊourÊParish?ÊDidÊyouÊknowÊthereÊisÊaÊcalendarÊonÊourÊwebsite?Ê 
CheckÊitÊout!ÊhƩps://smps.org.au/calendar 

Greater Shepparton Winter Night Shelter (GSWNS) 
 

“I will give you every seed-bearing plant: they will be yours for food”. 
Genesis 1: 29 

 
ShouldÊyouÊhaveÊaÊsurplusÊofÊfruitÊe.g.ÊlemonsÊorÊoranges,ÊpleaseÊconsiderÊ
givingÊthemÊtoÊSouthÊSheppartonÊCommunityÊHubÊ(openÊweekdaysÊfromÊ 
10-3pm).ÊOrÊringÊMareeÊMcKennaÊonÊ0409Ê956Ê464.ÊThankÊyou. 

Fr. Rene Leaves for his Annual Break  
and Retreat 

 
FatherÊReneÊembarksÊonÊhisÊannualÊretreatÊandÊaÊtwo-weekÊ
vacaƟonÊfromÊJuneÊ27thÊtoÊJulyÊ20th.ÊDuringÊthisÊƟme,ÊheÊ
willÊbeÊreuniƟngÊwithÊhisÊfamily,ÊincludingÊhisÊmum,Êsiblings,Ê
andÊhisÊdad'sÊsideÊofÊtheÊfamily,ÊinÊChicago,ÊIllinois. 
 
ExpressingÊhisÊanƟcipaƟonÊforÊtheÊupcomingÊbreak,ÊFatherÊ
ReneÊshared,Ê"IÊamÊeagerlyÊlookingÊforwardÊtoÊthisÊpreciousÊ
ƟmeÊwithÊmyÊfamily,ÊsurroundedÊbyÊtheÊwarmthÊandÊloveÊ 
thatÊChicagoÊhasÊtoÊoffer." 
 
DuringÊtheÊrecentÊBYOÊLunchÊtoÊcelebrateÊhisÊ26thÊPriestlyÊAnniversaryÊlastÊSunday,ÊtheÊ
communityÊextendedÊtheirÊwell-wishesÊtoÊFatherÊReneÊasÊheÊpreparesÊforÊhisÊwell-deservedÊ
break.ÊAsÊtheÊdepartureÊdateÊdrawsÊnear,ÊtheÊcommunityÊisÊeagerlyÊawaiƟngÊhisÊreturn,Ê
revitalizedÊandÊreadyÊtoÊconƟnueÊhisÊinvaluableÊwork. 
 
InÊtheÊspiritÊofÊsolidarity,ÊweÊextendÊourÊhearƞeltÊwishesÊtoÊFatherÊReneÊforÊaÊsereneÊandÊ
energizingÊƟmeÊwithÊhisÊfamilyÊinÊChicago.ÊWeÊareÊeagerlyÊanƟcipaƟngÊhisÊreturnÊandÊtheÊ
conƟnuaƟonÊofÊhisÊimpacƞulÊcontribuƟonsÊtoÊourÊcommunity. 

Annual Collection to support  
the work of the Holy Father  

(Peter's Pence) 
 
ThisÊSaturdayÊweÊcelebrateÊtheÊfeastÊofÊStsÊPeterÊ
andÊPaulÊ(29ÊJune),ÊwhichÊisÊtheÊcustomaryÊdateÊ
forÊaÊcollectionÊinÊsupportÊofÊtheÊHolyÊFatherÊ
(alsoÊknownÊasÊPeter’sÊPence),ÊtakingÊplaceÊatÊ
thatÊweekend’sÊMasses. ÊThisÊisÊoneÊofÊtheÊappealsÊlistedÊasÊanÊannualÊcollectionÊonÊtheÊ
DiocesanÊFundraisingÊPolicy. ÊItÊisÊanÊopportunityÊforÊusÊtoÊshowÊinÊaÊveryÊpracticalÊwayÊourÊ
supportÊandÊappreciationÊforÊtheÊPope’sÊministryÊinÊtheÊChurchÊandÊforÊhisÊpowerfulÊwitnessÊinÊ
theÊworld. 
  
ThisÊcollectionÊisÊusedÊforÊtwoÊprimaryÊpurposes: 
 
-ÊToÊsupportÊtheÊPope’sÊserviceÊofÊtheÊuniversalÊChurch,ÊcarriedÊoutÊbyÊtheÊDicasteriesÊthatÊ
assistÊhimÊinÊevangelization,ÊtheÊpromotionÊofÊintegralÊhumanÊdevelopment,Êeducation,Ê
communication,Êetc.; 
 
-ÊToÊcontributeÊtoÊnumerousÊcharitableÊworksÊdirectlyÊassistingÊtheÊmostÊinÊneedÊ(peopleÊandÊ
familiesÊinÊdistress,Ê populationsÊhitÊbyÊnaturalÊdisastersÊorÊwar,ÊorÊwhoÊareÊinÊneedÊofÊ
humanitarianÊassistanceÊorÊdevelopmentÊsupport). 
  

Today’sÊsecondÊcollectionsÊatÊSt.ÊMel’sÊwillÊgoÊtowardsÊthisÊappeal.Ê
ThankÊyouÊinÊadvanceÊforÊyourÊgenerosity.Ê 



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Rene Ramirez RCJ  
Parish Priest 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

JulEYE 
 
JulEYEÊisÊanÊannualÊcampaignÊ(JulyÊ1-31)ÊdesignedÊtoÊraiseÊawarenessÊandÊprotectÊourÊ
eyesÊfromÊpreventableÊeyeÊdiseases.ÊInÊAustralia,ÊmoreÊthanÊ453,000ÊpeopleÊareÊblindÊ
orÊvision-impaired,ÊwithÊtheÊprevalenceÊbeingÊthreeÊƟmesÊmoreÊforÊIndigenousÊ
AustraliansÊthanÊnon-Indigenous.ÊAlmostÊoneÊthirdÊofÊAustraliansÊdoÊnotÊhaveÊregularÊ
eyeÊtests,ÊyetÊ80%ÊsayÊthatÊsightÊisÊtheirÊmostÊvaluedÊsense.ÊAboutÊ90%ÊofÊblindnessÊ
andÊvisionÊimpairmentÊisÊpreventableÊorÊtreatableÊifÊ
detectedÊearly.ÊSo,ÊthinkÊaboutÊmakingÊanÊ
appointmentÊthisÊmonth! 
MaryÊPianta.ÊDisabilityÊContactÊCoordinator.Ê 
DioceseÊofÊSandhurst. 

A blessed Sunday to thank God! 
 
Fr.ÊReneÊRamirezÊRCJÊcelebratedÊaÊthanksgivingÊmassÊlastÊSunday,ÊJuneÊ23,Ê2024ÊatÊ
9:30amÊforÊhisÊ26thÊPriestlyÊAnniversaryÊhereÊinÊSt.ÊMel’sÊParish.ÊAÊSamoanÊKavaÊ
DanceÊwasÊpresentedÊbyÊtheÊSamoanÊcommunity,ÊandÊaÊsimpleÊgiŌÊwasÊgivenÊtoÊFr.Ê
ReneÊfromÊTrishÊMathisen,ÊtheÊPPCÊPresident,Ê 
onÊbehalfÊofÊourÊParishÊcommunity. 
AÊsausageÊsizzleÊandÊheartyÊlunchÊwasÊservedÊ 
aŌerÊinÊtheÊParishÊHouseÊGatheringÊRoom. 
ThankÊyouÊtoÊeveryoneÊwhoÊassisted! 



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194 TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,Ê 

betweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊemail:Ê
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

We see more than property. 

0417 347 105 Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent 

& Auctioneer 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 
Recently Deceased:ÊÊGabriellaÊCortese,ÊAngeloÊBaƫstaÊ 

Anniversaries:ÊÊDamianoÊManno,ÊVincenzoÊCampi,Ê
CarmelaÊIaria,ÊFortunatoÊ&ÊOfeliaÊIorianni,Ê 
FortunatoÊCortese,ÊRaymondÊBarwick 

Commentators 
9:30amÊÊGabrielleÊBarreƩeÊ 
5pmÊÊElizabethÊHolligan 

Lectors 
9:30amÊPaulineÊPeƫgrewÊ(L1)ÊDavidÊSellwoodÊ(L2)Ê 
5pmÊHelenÊMayÊ(L1)ÊPaulÊBertoliÊ(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊTrishÊMaƫsenÊ&ÊSarahÊMaloney 
5pmÊÊCathyÊCannatelliÊ&ÊHelenÊMay 

Commentators/Lectors/ 
Special Ministers 

 

Sunday 7th July 
Support your Parish! 
HelpÊfundÊourÊiniƟaƟvesÊtoÊmoveÊ
fromÊmaintenanceÊtoÊmission! 
“Together we do more” 
UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊaccessÊourÊ 
DonaƟonsÊPage.Ê 

TheÊParishÊOfficeÊwillÊbeÊclosedÊforÊ
twoÊFridaysÊonÊ5ÊJulyÊandÊ12ÊJuly.Ê
PleaseÊhaveÊallÊBulleƟnÊnoƟces,Ê
includingÊanniversaries,ÊinÊbyÊtheÊ
WednesdayÊprior.Ê 

21 Watson Street, Shepparton VIC 3630 
T 03 5821 9055  F 03 5831 3634  M  0408 055 748 
www.sheppartonfoodservices.com.au 
orders@sheppartonfoodservices.com.au  

WishingÊourÊschoolÊcommuniƟesÊofÊStÊAnne’sÊ
CollegeÊandÊStÊMel’sÊPrimaryÊaÊwonderfulÊ 

schoolÊholidayÊbreak.Ê
MayÊyouÊcomeÊbackÊ

refreshedÊandÊpreparedÊ
forÊanotherÊsuccessfulÊ

semester.Ê 


