Dear ladies and gentlemen, dear Governors, dear Chair of the Governors Ms Ann Lewis, dear
Professor Hilsky, dear Ms Caslavska, dear Dr Brown, dear teachers, dear families and friends and last
but not least, dear students.

Today is not the end, but a beginning of a journey. Our time here was a remarkable journey. A
journey to remember. A journey that prepared us for the next destination.

The theme of our Graduation Ball was “evolution” and it has stirred up a lot of confusion about what
this actually meant. Was it the biological evolution we usually talk about in our classes? Was it the
evolution of different trends and viral phenomena in pop culture? We ourselves are still confused by
it, but one thing we definitely wanted to celebrate was the evolution of our lives. How the world has
changed since we were born. How we have changed and matured throughout 6 years at ECP and
how we will hopefully evolve further to make a change in the world.

Being in ECP since Year 1, | am still amazed by how people have changed, physically and mentally. |
mean, Agata used to have blue hair and Andreas used to look like Bear Grylls.

Life got harder as well; there was a time when writing 350-word §tenaf sky denik (reader’s diary) was
tough. Now we write 2,000-essays on a regular basis and we just survived one of the toughest exams
periods in existence - the IB and for some the Czech Maturita.

| must say these 6 years have gone by really fast. | remember entering those blue doors for the first
time like it was a year ago, and now we are all sitting here, graduated from high school. We should
be really proud and happy about all the achievements we have reached inside and outside of ECP,
and | can't wait to see what you will have achieved in 6 years.

ECP itself has evolved as well throughout the 6 years. We used to have tutors in mixed-year houses
and have registration during break and we could come to school at 8:15. Something even petitions
couldn’t change back! The school facilities have also improved since we came here. The last two
years | actually had a place where | could sit; thank you Martin, Tomas$ and of course Dr. Brown for
the sofas.

Each year there has been some change. Each year has become a unique experience. And although
you may argue it has become worse or better, ECP has always been a place where we have found
lifetime friendships. Friends who support us, friends who give us the strength to come to school,
friends who saved us from failing the IB by giving us their revision notes.

It's also a place where people like me, who may not feel integrated and accepted in the country, feel
welcome thanks to the cultural diversity and the international mindset within ECP. But most
importantly, it's a place where experiences and memories are made.

Some of us got to go to Madrid where we rented bikes and rode across the whole city, some got to
go to Venice and enjoy the beauty of the canals, some got to go to Berlin where Phillip got lost and
everyone went crazy looking for him just to find him back at the hotel playing pool.

ECP has given me opportunities and has pushed me to do things I'd never imagined doing, like
picking apples and potatoes on a farm. On a serious note, it has pushed many of us to go out into the
countryside and hike over glaciers for DofE and help those in need, and it has shown us the path to
many more amazing things.

My sister told me that 8 years after leaving ECP, she and her friends still have nightmares about not
handing in assignments. Even if they are nightmares or sweet dreams, they are something we can
remember and talk about for the rest of our lives. An unforgettable experience that only ECP can
give us.

ECP might not have taught us what | thought was needed for basic adult life, such as how to deal
with banks, taxes, and rent, but it has taught us something much more valuable and that is



self-reflection. Yes, we are all triggered by the word reflection, but part of the theme of evolution
was to also self-reflect on how we have grown as a person.

Without self-reflection we would not have seen our mistakes in order to improve them; we would
not have realised what we truly stand by - our values; and most importantly we wouldn't have grown
to be the mature selves we are today. Through self-reflection, we also learnt to challenge our
prejudices and become more open-minded and respecting.

Many of us here will be going to our first-choice universities or pursue what we truly enjoy thanks
self-reflection. Lastly, ECP has taught us to perceive the world with a critical eye. That is a privilege
many schools do not offer.

And for all of this, we thank all of you sitting here from the bottom of our hearts. We want to thank
the people who made this experience possible, our parents and family. We are forever grateful for
their emotional and financial support. Thank you for your patience, love and care throughout our
moody teenager years. It must have been unbearable and we are sorry for all the pain we have
been.

Further, we would like to thank all our beloved teachers and staff.

First we thank each member of the Upper School Team for making us disciplined adults who always
come on time, don't skip lessons and never miss deadlines.

Ms. Rankin for always wishing us the best and looking for new ways to innovate ECP.

Mrs. Buchanan for looking out for us like a guardian angel.

Mr. Hill for paving our paths into the future and helping us with our career choices.

Mr. Hudson for enabling us to start being rational, reasonable, and not susceptible to emotional
judgement --- most necessary virtues in the pursuit of truth.

And Mr. Bleaks for your informative weekly presentations.

Thank you Ms Svejdova for your Czech spirit and cultural enrichment as well as your help with our
amazing Graduation Ball.

Thank you all the language teachers for organising authentic trips and exchange programmes.

Thank you the Science department for financing the hydroponic farm.

Thank you the English department for our illiterate GB posters and of course enticing us to read
more books.

Thank you the Maths department for teaching us to count how many lessons we can skip to
maintain our attendance.

Thank you the Art, Drama and Music department for flourishing our creativity.

A special thanks to Dr Brown for supporting the Student Council and making the school the place it
is.

And last, but not least, we would also like to thank the Board of Governors and the Chairman Ms Ann
Lewis for her benevolent organisation of the work experience programme in London, as well as the
Guest of Honour, Professor Eva JifiCna, for her inspiring speech.

Unfortunately, this speech would last till tomorrow if we were to thank each and every one of our
teachers and staff, so we are sorry that we have only mentioned a few and the departments, but |
encourage all of you to go and thank your teachers personally, because they have been an incredible
help and support.

It is true what they say - you don't realise what you've had until it's gone. And so for all the moments
I've been ungrateful and skeptical about our year, thank you all for the making of this chapter in my
life.

Despite all the quarrels and drama, | could not imagine a more unique year than ours. It has been a
wonderful time and hopefully we will stay in touch.



So remember, as one of my friends told me: life is like a train. People enter, leave and only few will
stay on till the terminal stop. As we're going to the next destination, let’s not regret, pity or have
remorse for our losses. But let’s celebrate, enjoy and perhaps we will meet again at a crossroad.

To all of you: congratulations and good luck for whatever is to come!

Thank you very much for listening and have a great rest of the evening.

Thuy Ly Leovd
Year 6 student

Proslov zastupkyn& 6. ro€niku

Vazené damy, vazZeni panové, vazena pfedsedkyné spravni rady, pani Ann Lewis, vaZeny profesore
Hilsky, vaZzena pani Caslavska, vazeny Dr. Browne, vaZeni uCitelé, vazené rodiny, vazeni pfatelé a
pFedevsim vazeni studenti,

dnes neni konec, ale pouze zaCatek cesty do nasich budoucich destinaci. Nase dosavadni cesta byla
neskuteCna jizda. Jizda, kterou si zapamatujeme. Jizda, ktera nas pFipravila na nasi dal$i zastavku.

Jako téma maturitniho plesu jsme si zvolili evoluci, coz vyvolalo vinu otazek, co tim tématem vlastné
myslime. Byla to biologicka evoluce, o které se tak Gasto hovoFi? Byla to evoluce rliznych trendl
nebo virdlnich fenomént v pop kultufe? Myslim, Ze my sami pFesné& nevime, co jsme tim mysleli.
PFedevsim jsme ale chtéli oslavit evoluci naSich Zivotu. Jak se zménil svét za tu dobu, co v ném
Zijeme. Jak jsme se my sami posunuli a dospéli b&hem téchto Sesti let a jak se sami budeme vyvijet
dal a snad jednou zmé&nime svét kolem nas.

JelikoZ jsem na ECP od prvniho roCniku, pfekvapuje mé&, jak se tu spoluzaci fyzicky i osobnostné
zménili. Mam na mysli napFiklad Agatu, kterda méla modré vlasy, nebo Andrease, ktery vypadal jako
Bear Grylls.

Xevs

MXvvs

uteklo velice rychle. Vzpominam si, jak jsem poprvé prochazela nasimi modrymi dvefmi, jako by to
bylo pFed rokem, avSak dnes tu vSichni sedime, pFfipraveni na zZivot. Méli bychom byt hrdi na
vSechny nase Uspé&chy, kterych jsme dosahli na ECP ¢i mimo Skolu. A jsem zv&dava na to, co
dokazeme v dalSich Sesti letech.

NaSe Skola se ale také vyvijela a b€hem Sesti let se mnoho zménilo. Mivali jsme tFidnické skupiny ve
smiSenych kolejich a ne podle roCniku. Registrace byvala b&hem pFestavky a chodili jsme do $koly v
8:15, coz mi dnes pFipada nezvyklé. Skolni vybaveni se také v mnohém vylepsilo. D&kuji panu
Fediteli za gauCe, diky kterym se posledni dva roky dalo nékde sedét. Kazdy rok byla vidét n&jaka
zména a vylepSeni. Kazdy rok byl pIny jedineGnych zazitk(l. Mohli bychom diskutovat o tom, jestli se
ECP zlepsilo nebo zhorsilo, ale to, co je dllezité je, ze nade 5kola byla vzdy mistem, kde jsme nasli
celozivotni pFatelstvi. PFatele, ktefi nas podporuji. PFatele, ktefi ndm davaji silu pFijit do Skoly.
PFatele, kteFi nas zachranili pFed propadnutim, kdyz nam pU;j&ili své poznamky (diky Allisone za ty
pozndmky od prvaku az do &tvrtaku). ECP je také misto, kde se Elovék jako ja, ktery se v této zemi
neciti vzdy integrovan a akceptovan, citi naopak vitan diky kulturni diverzit€, mezinarodnimu
prostFedi a diky respektu, které vdechny narodnosti k sob& maji. Ale hlavng&, ECP je misto, kde se
tvoFi zazitky a vytvaFeji vzpominky.



NékteFi z nds méli Sanci jet do Madridu, kde jsme si pUj&ili kola a projeli celé mésto. NékteFi mohli
jet do Bendtek, kde objevovali krdsu mistnich kanall a dalsi se dostali do Berlina, kde se ztratil Phillip
a vSichni se mohli zblaznit, az se nakonec ukazal v hotelu, kde hral kule€Gnik. ECP mi dalo Sanci délat
véci, o kterych se mi ani nesnilo. NapFiklad sbirat jablka nebo brambory na poli. Ted vazn&. ECP nds
donutilo v ramci programu DofE projit i ty nejzapadlejsi vesnice a vystoupat na vrcholky hor. PFimélo
nas pomahat t&€m, ktefi to potFebuji nejvice, a ukdzalo cestu k mnoha dalsim zazitkm. M3 sestra,
kterd odmaturovala na ECP pFed osmi lety, mi Fikala, Ze ona a jeji pFatelé maji dodnes noGni mlry z
toho, Ze neodevzdali néjakou esej. | kdyby to byly noGni mlry, nebo sladké sny, je to néco, co si
budeme pamatovat a o ¢em budeme vypravét cely Zivot. Nezapomenutelné vzpominky, které nam
mohla poskytnout prave jen ECP.

ECP nas mozna nenaudila to, co jsem povazovala za zakladni dovednosti Zivota dospélych, jako
hodnotnéjsiho; sebereflexi. Ano, ja vim, Ze ndm slovo sebereflexe leze na nervy, ale sou€ast naseho
tématu evoluce bylo praveé reflektovat to, jak jsme se osobnostné& rozvinuli a vyrostli jako osobnosti.
Bez sebereflexe bychom nevidéli vlastni chyby, které nas posouvaji. Bez sebereflexe bychom si
neuvédomili, jaké hodnoty opravdu zastavame, a hlavn& bychom nevyspéli a nestali se témi, kterymi
jsme dnes, tedy samostatnymi mladymi lidmi. Diky sebereflexi jsme se naugili zpochybfovat nase
pFedsudky a stali jsme se otevfenymi a respektujicimi bytostmi. Mnoho z nds miFi na univerzity,
nebo pljdou délat to, po Eem touzi, pravé diky sebereflexi. ECP nds také nauGila vnimat svét
kritickym okem. Toto je privilegium, které mnoho Skol nenabizi.

A za to v8echno, vam vSem, ktefFi tu sedite, dékujeme z hloubi naseho srdce. Chceme podékovat
v3em, kteFi jste ndm tuto zkuSenost umoznili, nadim rodindm a zejména rodi¢lim. Jsme vam vdé&ni
za va$i emocionalni i finan&ni pomoc. DEkujeme vam za vasi trpélivost, lasku a péGi, kterou jste nam
davali béhem nasich ndladovych teenagerskych let. Muselo to byt nesnesitelné a omlouvame se za
v8echnu bolest, kterou jsme vam zpUsobili. Dale bychom chtéli podékovat vdem nasim milovanym
uGitellm a personalu 3koly.

Nejprve bychom chtéli pod€kovat Upper School tymu za to, Ze z nas udélal disciplinované dospélé,
kteFi vzdy pFijdou na Cas, nechodi za $kolu a vzdy pFinesou ukoly.

Dé€kujeme Vam, pani Rankin, za to, Ze jste nam vzdy pFala jen to nejlepsi a Ze vzdy hledate nové
zplsoby jak zdokonalovat ECP.

D&kujeme Vam, pani Buchanan, Ze jste na nas dohliZela jako na$ andé&l strazny.

Dékujeme Vam, pane Hille, za pomoc, kterou jste ndam poskytl pFi planovani nasich budoucich cest a
za pomoc s kariérnimi rozhodnutimi.

Dé&kujeme Vam, pani Svejdova, za Vaseho Geského ducha a kulturni obohaceni. D&kujeme Vam také
za nesmirnou pomoc s organizaci maturitniho plesu.

Dé€kujeme Vam, pane Hudsone, Ze jste nam umoznil, aCkoli pro nas byla filozofie nova, zaCit byt
racionalnimi, rozumnymi bytostmi, které nejsou nachylné k emocionélnim dsudklim, coz je
nejdlleZzit&jsi vlastnost pro cestu za pravdou.

Dékujeme viem &lendim oddéleni cizich jazykl za organizaci autentickych vyletl a vyménnych
pobytl.

Dékujeme viem &lenlim oddéleni pFirodnich véd za zaplaceni hydroponickych farem.

Dékujeme vSem &lenlim oddéleni anglického jazyka za naSe negramotné plakaty na maturitnim
plese, ale hlavné za motivaci ke Gteni v&tSiho mnozstvi knih.

D&kujeme véem uditelim matematiky, kteFi nas naugili si spoGitat, kolik hodin miZeme vynechat,
tak abychom si udrzeli dobrou dochazku.

Dékujeme viem &lenlim oddéleni uméni za rozvoj nasi kreativity.

Dékujeme Vam. Dr. Browne, za podporu Studentské rady a za vSechnu praci pro to, aby $kola byla
takova, jaka dnes je.



Nakonec d&kujeme spravni rad€ v Cele s jeji pFedsedkyni Ann Lewis, kterd velmi ob&tavé organizuje
pracovni staze v Anglii, a také za inspirativni FeC pani profesorky JifiCné.

Mohla bych tu byt aZ do zitra, kdybych méla podékovat véem nadim uditellim a zamé&stnanclim
Skoly. Omlouvam se tedy, Ze jsme zminili jen nékoho, ale vyzyvam v§echny spoluzaky, aby
podékovali svym uditellim osobnég, protoze byli opravdu skvéli a pomohli ndm, kdyz to bylo tFeba.

Rikd se, Glovék si neni v&dom toho, co ma, dokud to neni pryg, a to je velka pravda. A proto bych
vam chtéla pod€kovat i za ty momenty, kvili kterym jsem k naSemu roGniku byla skepticka. D&kuji
vam za tuto kapitolu svého zivota. Navzdory véem hadkam a dramatlim si nedovedu pFedstavit
roCnik, ktery by byl unikatn&jsi nez ten nas. Byly to Uzasné chvile a doufam, Ze se zcela
nerozlouGime, ale zlistaneme v kontaktu. V8em vam gratuluji a pFeji vdm mnoho $t&sti, at uz se
chystate délat cokoli.

A pamatujte, jak mi jednou Fekl mlj kamardad; Zivot je jako vlak, lidé nastupuji, vystupuji a jen
nékolik z nich zlistane aZ do kone&né stanice. Kdyz ted vSichni mifime do nadi dal$i zastavky,
nelitujme naSich ztrat. Ale pojdme slavit, uZivat si a mo2na se opé&t potkdme na dal3i kFizovatce
nasich Zivotd.

D€&kuji moc za pozornost a uzijte si zbytek veCera!

Thuy Ly Leovad
studentka 6. roCniku



