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Focus on the Readings 
TodayÊtheÊchurchÊbeginsÊtheÊSeasonÊofÊAdvent.ÊButÊAdventÊbeginsÊatÊtheÊend:ÊtheÊ
readingsÊandÊprayersÊofÊtheÊLiturgyÊfocusÊonÊtheÊsecondÊcomingÊofÊChristÊatÊtheÊ
endÊofÊƟme.ÊTheÊGospelÊofÊLukeÊexplicitlyÊrefersÊtoÊtheÊendÊofÊƟme,Êspace,ÊtheÊ
earthÊandÊtheÊheavensÊwhenÊChristÊwillÊcomeÊwithÊpowerÊandÊgreatÊglory.ÊLukeÊ
grantsÊusÊaÊsmidginÊofÊcomfortÊtheÊotherÊgospelsÊomit:Ê“StandÊup,Ê…ÊyourÊ
liberaƟonÊisÊnear.”Ê(24:28).ÊItÊwillÊbeÊaÊƟmeÊofÊconfidences,ÊhopeÊandÊjoy. 
TheÊProphetÊJeremiahÊwordsÊhave,ÊasÊatÊseveralÊƟmes,ÊtwoÊlevelsÊofÊ
interpretaƟon:ÊtheÊMessiah’sÊfirstÊcomingÊorÊhisÊnextÊcomingÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊƟme:Ê
“InÊthoseÊdaysÊandÊatÊthatÊƟme”Ê(JerÊ33:15)ÊTheÊAdventÊPrefaceÊalsoÊcarriesÊtheÊ
twoÊcomingsÊofÊChrist:ÊAtÊBethlehemÊandÊwhenÊHeÊcomesÊagainÊinÊgloryÊandÊ
majesty.ÊAgain,ÊtheÊprophecyÊisÊnotÊgloomÊandÊdoomÊbutÊspeaksÊofÊgreatÊpromiseÊ
andÊhopeÊ(AdventÊPrefaceÊ1). 
TheÊChrisƟansÊprogressesÊthroughÊAdvent,ÊstarƟngÊatÊtheÊendÊbeingÊvigilantÊandÊ
waiƟng,ÊOnÊtheÊsecondÊSundayÊonÊhearingÊtheÊwarningsÊinÊtheÊmissionÊofÊJohnÊ
theÊBapƟst,ÊThirdÊSundayÊonÊtheÊcomingÊofÊtheÊMessiahÊ–ÊaÊƟmeÊofÊrejoicing.ÊAndÊ
theÊFourthÊSundayÊonÊtheÊeventsÊleadingÊupÊtoÊtheÊbirthÊofÊtheÊsaviour,ÊtheÊfirstÊ
Christmas,ÊaÊnewÊbeginning. 
 

Quote of the Day 
TheÊLordÊisÊcoming,ÊalwaysÊcoming.ÊWhenÊyouÊhaveÊearsÊtoÊhearÊandÊeyesÊtoÊsee,Ê
youÊwillÊrecogniseÊhimÊatÊanyÊmomentÊofÊyourÊlife.ÊLifeÊisÊAdvent;ÊlifeÊisÊ
recognisingÊtheÊcomingÊofÊtheÊLord.ÊHenriÊNouwen 
 

Excerpts from the Synod 2024 
TheÊSynodÊonÊ“Communion.ÊParƟcipaƟonÊandÊMission”ÊpublishedÊitsÊfinalÊ
documentÊcontainingÊanÊIntroducƟonÊandÊFiveÊParts.ÊEachÊbeginsÊwithÊaÊquoteÊ
fromÊtheÊGospelÊofÊJohn.ÊAllÊpost-resurrecƟonÊpassagesÊinspiredÊtheÊƟtlesÊofÊtheÊ
fiveÊparts:ÊTheÊHeartÊofÊSynodalityÊCalledÊtoÊConversaƟon;ÊOnÊtheÊBoatÊTogether,Ê
CastÊtheÊNet;ÊAnÊAbundantÊCatch;ÊandÊfinally:ÊSoÊIÊSendÊYou”.ÊTheÊsynodalÊjourneyÊ
tookÊplaceÊinÊtheÊlightÊofÊtheÊsecondÊVaƟcanÊCouncilÊwithÊitsÊtwoÊfoci:Ê
AggiormentoÊ[bringingÊupÊtoÊdate]ÊandÊRessourcementÊ[returningÊtoÊtheÊsources].Ê
TheÊsynodÊdescribedÊtheÊCouncilÊlikeÊaÊseedÊthrownÊontoÊtheÊfieldÊofÊtheÊworldÊ
andÊtheÊChurch.ÊtoÊgrowÊandÊflourish.Ê(n.5) 
 

On the lighter Side 
AÊChristmasÊpageantÊthatÊwentÊbadly:ÊHandÊpuppetsÊwereÊgivenÊtoÊallÊtheÊchildrenÊ
toÊactÊoutÊtheÊnaƟvityÊatÊBethlehem.ÊThereÊwereÊsheep,ÊcaƩle,Êcamels,Êshepherds,Ê
kingsÊandÊMaryÊandÊJoseph.ÊHowever,ÊaÊwolfÊwasÊmistakenlyÊputÊinÊtheÊbag.ÊAÊ
veryÊcreaƟveÊladÊfoundÊit.ÊTheÊwolfÊterrorisedÊtheÊsheep,ÊbitÊtheÊshepherdsÊandÊ
howledÊallÊnight,ÊgivingÊno-oneÊanyÊpeace. 

Liturgical Joƫngs 
SpringƟme of the Liturgy II 

 
AŌerÊtheÊNewÊTestamentÊbooksÊthatÊ
providedÊmanyÊliturgicalÊtextsÊcameÊearlyÊ
wriƟngsÊofÊtheÊChurch:ÊTheÊDidache,Ê
perhapsÊcollatedÊfromÊseveralÊsourcesÊinÊ
1stÊ&Ê2ndÊcenturiesÊcontainedÊframeworkÊ
ofÊtheÊEucharisƟcÊPrayer,ÊthoughÊnotÊaÊ
completeÊtext.ÊLeƩersÊfromÊClementÊofÊ
Rome,ÊJusƟnÊMartyr,ÊandÊClementÊofÊ
AlexandriaÊandÊaÊhomilyÊofÊMelitoÊofÊ
SardisÊgiveÊusÊwitnessÊofÊtheÊwayÊofÊ
celebraƟonsÊofÊprayerÊandÊsacraments.Ê
TheÊmostÊimportantÊdocumentÊofÊthisÊeraÊ
isÊtheÊApostolicÊTradiƟonÊofÊStÊHippolytusÊ
(caÊ213)ÊwhichÊdescribesÊtheÊliturgyÊandÊ
ChrisitanÊpracƟceÊinÊRome.ÊOtherÊrichÊ
sourcesÊareÊfoundÊinÊCatechesisÊfromÊ
Jerusalem,ÊtheÊAnaphoraÊofÊAddaiÊ&ÊMariÊ
(Syria)ÊandÊfromÊSerapionÊinÊEgypt. 

ThisÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

JeremiahÊ33:14-16 
1ÊThessaloniansÊ3:12-14:2 

LukeÊ21:25-28 

NextÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

BaruchÊ5:1-9 
PhilippiansÊ1:3-6,Ê8-11 

LukeÊ3:1-6 



Weekly ReflecƟon  
 
Advent:ÊAÊTimeÊofÊPreparaƟonÊandÊAnƟcipaƟon 
 

AsÊweÊenterÊtheÊAdventÊseason,ÊweÊfindÊourselvesÊ
calledÊtoÊaÊsacredÊƟmeÊofÊwaiƟngÊandÊexpectaƟon.Ê
TheÊmessageÊofÊAdventÊisÊoneÊofÊvigilance,ÊurgingÊ
usÊtoÊkeepÊourÊeyesÊonÊtheÊhorizonÊandÊtoÊremainÊ
readyÊforÊtheÊcomingÊofÊtheÊBridegroom.ÊThisÊ
powerfulÊimageryÊspeaksÊtoÊtheÊcoreÊofÊourÊ
spiritualÊjourney,ÊremindingÊusÊthatÊwhileÊweÊmayÊ
notÊknowÊtheÊexactÊdayÊorÊhourÊofÊHisÊarrival,ÊtheÊ
promiseÊremainsÊsteadfast—HeÊwillÊcome. 
 

TheÊinvitaƟonÊtoÊkeepÊwatchÊisÊnotÊmerelyÊaboutÊ
passiveÊwaiƟng;ÊitÊisÊanÊacƟveÊengagementÊinÊourÊ
faith.ÊWeÊareÊcalledÊtoÊbeÊproacƟveÊinÊourÊspiritualÊ
preparaƟon,ÊensuringÊthatÊweÊareÊnotÊcaughtÊ
unpreparedÊwhenÊthatÊmomentÊarrives.ÊThisÊ
noƟonÊresonatesÊdeeplyÊwithinÊus,ÊespeciallyÊinÊaÊ
worldÊthatÊoŌenÊdistractsÊandÊpullsÊourÊfocusÊ
awayÊfromÊtheÊdivine. 
 

AdventÊoffersÊaÊuniqueÊopportunityÊtoÊreflectÊonÊ
theÊ“HiddenÊAdvents”ÊofÊourÊlives.ÊTheseÊ
momentsÊmightÊbeÊsubtleÊbutÊareÊrichÊinÊ
significance.ÊTheyÊremindÊusÊofÊtheÊsmall,ÊoŌenÊ
overlookedÊinstancesÊofÊgraceÊandÊdivineÊpresenceÊ
wovenÊthroughoutÊourÊdailyÊexistence.Ê
RecognizingÊtheseÊmomentsÊcanÊforƟfyÊourÊspiritsÊ
andÊbolsterÊourÊresolveÊasÊweÊnavigateÊourÊ
journey. 
 

TheÊcelebraƟonÊofÊtheÊmass,ÊespeciallyÊduringÊthisÊ
Ɵme,ÊbecomesÊaÊsourceÊofÊnourishmentÊandÊ
strengthÊforÊourÊsouls.ÊItÊactsÊasÊaÊreminderÊofÊ
Christ’sÊpresenceÊinÊourÊlivesÊandÊprovidesÊtheÊ
spiritualÊfoodÊweÊneedÊtoÊconƟnueÊourÊAdventÊ
journey.ÊInÊthisÊsacredÊspace,ÊweÊgatherÊwithÊaÊ
communityÊofÊbelievers,ÊunitedÊinÊourÊhopeÊandÊ
anƟcipaƟon,ÊsharingÊinÊtheÊdivineÊmysteryÊthatÊ
unfoldsÊbeforeÊus. 
 

AsÊweÊembraceÊtheÊseasonÊofÊAdvent,ÊletÊusÊreflectÊ
onÊourÊreadinessÊtoÊwelcomeÊthisÊpromise.ÊAreÊweÊ
culƟvaƟngÊaÊsenseÊofÊhopeÊamidÊuncertainty?ÊAreÊ
weÊopeningÊourselvesÊtoÊtheÊtransformaƟveÊ
momentsÊthatÊGodÊplacesÊinÊourÊpath?ÊByÊdoingÊ
so,ÊweÊnotÊonlyÊprepareÊforÊtheÊcomingÊofÊChristÊ
butÊalsoÊdeepenÊourÊrelaƟonshipÊwithÊHimÊandÊ
eachÊother. 
 

InÊthisÊseasonÊofÊpreparaƟon,ÊletÊusÊcommitÊ
ourselvesÊtoÊaÊjourneyÊofÊfaithÊthatÊgoesÊbeyondÊ
mereÊtradiƟon.ÊLetÊitÊbeÊaÊƟmeÊforÊintrospecƟon,Ê
prayer,ÊandÊacƟveÊparƟcipaƟonÊinÊtheÊlifeÊofÊourÊ
faithÊcommunity.ÊWithÊheartsÊopenÊandÊeyesÊ
focusedÊonÊtheÊhorizon,ÊletÊusÊprepareÊtoÊ
celebrateÊtheÊjoyÊofÊtheÊcomingÊofÊourÊSavior,Ê
understandingÊthatÊeachÊstepÊalongÊtheÊwayÊisÊ
significantÊandÊfilledÊwithÊpurpose.  
 

MayÊthisÊAdventÊseasonÊbeÊaÊƟmeÊofÊprofoundÊ
growthÊandÊrenewal,ÊdrawingÊusÊcloserÊtoÊtheÊloveÊ
andÊlightÊthatÊisÊChrist. 
 

Planned Giving Program Envelopes 
 
OurÊnewÊlookÊPlannedÊGivingÊenvelopesÊareÊnowÊavailableÊforÊcollecƟonÊinÊ
theÊNarthex.ÊTheseÊcommenceÊonÊSundayÊ1ÊDecember.ÊWeÊwouldÊappreciateÊ
youÊcollectÊyourÊenvelopesÊasÊsoonÊasÊpossibleÊandÊassistÊusÊinÊsavingÊonÊ
postageÊcosts.Ê 
ToÊeveryoneÊonÊourÊprogram,ÊandÊtoÊallÊthoseÊwhoÊcontributeÊfinanciallyÊtoÊ
ourÊparish,ÊweÊthankÊyouÊforÊyourÊgenerosityÊandÊsupport.Ê 

WeÊareÊseekingÊexpressionsÊofÊinterestÊforÊ 
aÊchartedÊbusÊserviceÊtoÊaƩendÊÊÊÊ Ê 

The Episcopal OrdinaƟon of Bishop-elect Fr Rene on 
Saturday 1 February 2025 

 

PleaseÊcontactÊtheÊofficeÊorÊSevÊasÊsoonÊasÊpossibleÊtoÊ
allowÊusÊtoÊgaugeÊtheÊpossibilityÊandÊourÊopƟons. 
 

SevÊCorteseÊ-ÊPh:Ê0417Ê229Ê038 



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Rene Ramirez RCJ  
Parish Priest 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

Parish Volunteers Bring a Plate  
Christmas Dinner 
 

ThroughÊoutÊtheÊyear,ÊmanyÊparishionersÊvolunteerÊtheirÊƟmeÊandÊ
talentsÊinÊsupportÊofÊourÊParishÊcommunity.ÊToÊacknowledgeÊandÊ
thankÊyou,ÊweÊwelcomeÊallÊthoseÊwhoÊassistÊinÊtheÊvariousÊ
ministriesÊandÊroles,ÊonÊWednesday 11 December from 6 pm inÊ
theÊGatheringÊRoomÊforÊanÊeveningÊofÊfesƟveÊcelebraƟon!Ê 
WeÊencourageÊallÊparishÊvolunteersÊtoÊjoinÊusÊandÊbringÊalongÊaÊ
plateÊtoÊshare.ÊÊToÊRSVPÊorÊanyÊqueries,ÊpleaseÊcontactÊtheÊoffice. 

OnÊtheÊ21stÊofÊDecember,ÊSt.ÊMel’sÊParishÊ
willÊbeÊleadingÊtheÊMisaÊDeÊGalloÊ
celebraƟonÊatÊSt.ÊBrendan’s.ÊOurÊpriest,Ê
choir,ÊandÊlectorsÊwillÊleadÊtheÊcelebraƟonÊ
asÊpartÊofÊtheÊ9-dayÊinter-parishÊ
preparaƟonÊforÊChristmas.ÊAƩendeesÊareÊ
encouragedÊtoÊbringÊaÊplateÊforÊtheÊ
breakfastÊfollowingÊtheÊMass. 

InternaƟonal Day of People with DisabiliƟes 
 
InÊtheÊlead-upÊtoÊIDPwDÊonÊDecemberÊ3,ÊtheÊABCÊisÊfeaturingÊcontentÊthatÊhighlightsÊ
theÊwins,ÊstoriesÊandÊchallengesÊexperiencedÊbyÊmillionsÊofÊAustraliansÊwithÊdisability,Ê
theÊgoalÊbeingÊtoÊincreaseÊawareness,ÊunderstandingÊandÊacceptanceÊofÊpeopleÊlivingÊ
withÊdisabiliƟes,ÊvisibleÊorÊinvisible.ÊIÊhopeÊyouÊmanageÊtoÊconnectÊwithÊsomeÊofÊtheseÊ
programsÊonÊradioÊorÊTV.ÊUnderÊtheÊActÊ(1992),ÊthoseÊlivingÊwithÊdisabiliƟesÊshouldÊbeÊ
treatedÊequallyÊinÊallÊday-to-dayÊacƟviƟes,ÊwithoutÊhavingÊtoÊfaceÊdiscriminaƟon. 
MaryÊPianta.ÊDisabilityÊContactÊCoordinator. 

Lebanon Crisis Appeal 
 
TheÊescalaƟngÊconflictÊbetweenÊIsraelÊandÊHezbollahÊhasÊpushedÊLebanonÊintoÊsevereÊ
turmoil,ÊwithÊtragicÊconsequencesÊthatÊhaveÊspreadÊfromÊSouthernÊLebanonÊtoÊtheÊ
enƟreÊnaƟon.ÊTheÊsituaƟonÊisÊdire:ÊoverÊ3,000ÊlivesÊhaveÊbeenÊlost,ÊmoreÊthanÊ13,000Ê
peopleÊinjured,ÊandÊcriƟcalÊinfrastructureÊhasÊbeenÊdestroyed. 
InÊresponseÊtoÊaÊhearƞeltÊpleaÊforÊassistanceÊbyÊBishopÊTarabayÊandÊBishopÊRabbat,Ê
theÊAustralianÊCatholicÊBishopsÊConferenceÊinÊpartnershipÊwithÊCatholicÊReligiousÊ
Australia,ÊCaritasÊAustraliaÊandÊCaritasÊLebanon,ÊhasÊlaunchedÊtheÊLebanonÊAppeal. 
ThisÊappealÊaimsÊtoÊprovideÊessenƟalÊhumanitarianÊaidÊtoÊourÊbrothersÊandÊsistersÊ
sufferingÊinÊLebanon,ÊespeciallyÊthoseÊwhoÊareÊdisplacedÊandÊwithoutÊhomesÊorÊ
shelter.ÊDonateÊtoday:Êwww.caritas.org.au/lebanondonate 



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194  

TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,ÊbetweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊ 
email:Êsheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 
Anniversaries:ÊAureliaÊAndreola,ÊVincenzoÊMarƟno,Ê
AnnunziataÊCardillo,ÊAntoninoÊIaria,ÊCeceliaÊIaria 

Commentators 
9:30amÊÊPaulineÊPeƫgrewÊÊ 
5pmÊÊSamoanÊCommunity 

Lectors 
9:30amÊMaryÊCalandroÊ(L1)ÊDavidÊSellwoodÊ(L2)Ê 
5pmÊÊSamoanÊCommunityÊ(L1)Ê(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊGabrielleÊBarreƩeÊ&ÊGitaÊKelleher 
5pmÊÊRosanaÊLegaloÊ&ÊErinÊTanner 

Commentators/Lectors/ 
Special Ministers 

 

Sunday 8th  
December 

Support your 
Parish! 
 

HelpÊfundÊourÊiniƟaƟvesÊtoÊ
moveÊfromÊmaintenanceÊ
toÊmission! 
 

“Together we do more” 
 

UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊaccessÊ
ourÊDonaƟonsÊPage.Ê 
 

OurÊDecemberÊTargetÊisÊ
nowÊ$14,358. 

Join us today!  
OnÊtheÊfirstÊSundayÊofÊeachÊmonthÊourÊPPCÊ
membersÊrotateÊtoÊvolunteerÊandÊhaveÊtheÊurnÊ
boilingÊaŌerÊ9:30amÊMass.ÊStayÊforÊaÊcuppa,Ê
biscuit,ÊandÊchatÊwithÊyourÊfellowÊParishioners.Ê
ThereÊwillÊbeÊnoÊmonthlyÊcuppaÊinÊJanuary. 

21 Watson Street, Shepparton VIC 3630 
T 03 5821 9055  F 03 5831 3634  M  0408 055 748 
www.sheppartonfoodservices.com.au 
orders@sheppartonfoodservices.com.au  


