Year 5°s Excursion to Sydney
Written by Ben Hart and Year 5

Wednesday, |Leth Sep+ember 2022

Year 5 woke up to a delicious breakfast with pancakes,
bacon and toast, overlooking the breafHaking Collaroy

Beach. Co”aroy Beach is located on the lands of the
Guringai /\boriginal people.

We Hwn 90”' on our COGC") and faced Hw frafﬁ'c O‘F
Sgdney. When we ﬁna”y 90+ "'0 H]e PHIOH O‘F H]e {GMOUS

Sydney Harbour Bridge, our tour wasn't for a while so
we took a rest, and watched the hustle and bustle of
the GHy. The cify of Sydney is located on the lands of the Oadigal

people of the Eora Nation. [ 4

The [ ] x

Rocks

Next, we walked along the pedestrian path of the bridge fo access the Wa“_{ing

top of the pylon. Then the treacherous journey ascending up the pylon Jid .’ Tours
[ ] Ear. 1975

began... There were an as+ounding 200 stairs on which we had o climb
to reach the +0p. An amazing view of Sydney Harbour is what we found
there, where we could take in the whole of Sydney Harbour. We could
see for kilometres! During an information session, we learned that the bridge builders didn't have any safety

gear which resulted in 16 fatalities.

The Rocks Walking Tour was our next stop. There, we split up
info 5R and 5P. In The Rocks, we found out about the convicts
that were set free for cooperating with the rules. Some of the
highlights of the walking four was when we could see the
remains of the old houses, found out about the violent gangs that
lurked in the alley ways, and that people would breed and make E==

money from ‘handing-in" rats fo the government during the

bubonic plague period.

When our Wa”eing +0Uf‘ concluded, we WemL +0 Circular Quag +0
hGUE our Iunch in from‘ O‘F 'HTG Museum 0{ Con+emporary /‘\mL Soon

G'H'BV‘WGPdS, we boarded a ca+amaran +ha+ showed us around H)e

populah’d headlands and picfuresque harbour. We were given lots of "



information about what we saw over a loudspeaker. Standing at the front of the boat with the salty sea
breeze in our hair, made us feel like we were passengers on the Titanic. It was such a calm day that we were

Iucky enough to venture out between North Head and Watson's Bay headland. Our tour guide told us over
the booming Ioudspeaker that we had passed the eastern edge of Australia. How exciﬁng.’

/\Her Hwe fun cruise, we Wa”eed over +0 a 9rassy SPO+ Where we GOUId P€S+ in Hwe Roya/ BoJranic Gardens.
We even managed +0 beg our Ieaders 0{ Iear‘ning enough +0 +Gk€ us +0 PUY‘GhGSE refreshing ice cream befar‘e

H)e OPBV‘G House 'ILOLH".

As time went on, we were ready for our next sfop at the magniﬁcen+ Sydney OPera House. When we
started, our quide, Nic, took our bags and gave us headphones and a radio box so we could individually hear
him. Qur first s+op was a room that has built-in 360 degree prqjemtors that showcases all the creative
events that the Opera House prouides. Another sfop was a state of the art concert hall that Nic said had
reoen’rly been renovated. We were one of the first people to experience it. Our first outside s+op was on a
ba/cony high up with lots of wind. When we looked down, there were sailboats that Nic said were the
inspir‘aﬁon for the bui’ding. Another outside sfop was in the middle of the Oper‘a House sails, which on closer
look is not one shade of white; it has a paHern of whites fo s+op the sun glis+ening too much on the sails.
Once this was all done, it was time to head back to the Co”aroy Centre for a movie and a gaod nigH's sleep,
ready for the excitement of the fo”owing day.

Thursdag |5th Sepfember 2022

We WOIQE UP ear!y 'ILO 981" ready 'FOV‘ a fun day G'I' Taronga ZOD. We olUIGIQIy wemL +0 H)e dmmg room Tfo“ a h0+
breakfasf and cereal. AH’E!‘ ‘H’]a"’, we wemL on ‘Hle how Vef'y familiar‘ bUS, and frave”ed ‘FOY‘ approximmle[y an

hour to 9e+ there. When we arrived, we collected our lunch and went to the giamL 90ri”a statue. The gori”a
was called King Nyani. We took a class phmlo and headed to the repﬁle exhibit.

The repﬁles were slimy, saa/y and sleepy animals. On showcase were: venomous and nonvenomous snakes,
lizards, frogs and turtles. We all went to the crocodile enclosure and then fo the chimpanzees. This visit was
very eventful as Cooper nearly had a heart attack, as a chimp jumped at the glass as it was trying to open a
coconut. Some of the other animals that we were fortunate fo see were: girmcfes, bird walk, capybaras,

meerkats, elephanfs, seals, penquins, lions, Jri_qer*s and more!

5R and SP 1('00’? +urns mL 'H]B /\nimal Encounfer guided experience. WB sfroked an echidna, and 90+ UP CIOSE

and personal with many birds, r‘epﬁles and arachnids. What a wicked exper‘ience.’

In the afternoon, we gmL back to the Co”aroy Centre and started our aha”enge course. We splhL info fwo
groups and comple?‘ed different activities. Group | tried their best to guide their blindfolded pam‘ner H’nrough a



maze using coded words for directions. Other cha”enges involved teamwork to land on an abandoned island,

ba/ancing an imbalanced seesaw, wall climbing, and the bimthday balance beam, and orienfeering.

We Wrapped—up our final evening with a talent show, and boy, do Year 5 have talent! Show sfopping acts
included dancing, singing, acﬁng, s+and—up comedy. Lots of Iaughs were shared!

We had a fantastic time in Sydney on our Year 5 excursion. Thank you so much to our par‘emL helpers, Simon

Kong and SamanHm Har+. OUY‘ excursion Wouldn'f ;’IGVZ been possible Wl"H‘)OU'IL you 96!76!“0“8’9 volunfeering

your time!



