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	A subtle beginning- Judith’s POV
	As she pulls up to the staff carpark, she gains some courage and hopes that today will be a day full of joy. That hope gets crushed into a million pieces when a group of teenage boys walks past. Their leader; Jake. The worst of them all. It all started when Judith got told about the new Australian phone law that bans students from using phones during school hours. Therefore, when Judith caught Jake using his phone during school hours, things got ugly. Apparently confiscating a student's phone was called for absolute hate from not only the student you told off, but the students of the entire school. While that may be dramatic, it accurately sums up what it feels like to make someone mad, especially someone like Jake.
	Judith lets out an exasperated sigh as she prepares herself to get out of the car and face the world. She steps out of her red suzuki swift with a fake smile and messy grey bun, and deep smile lines. Her shoes crunch the red autumn leaves, a sight to see in a place like Central East High. The buildings are worn down, the carpark’s yellow lines fading away with time. She walks through the teachers carpark, with a walk tainted by unconfidence. Yet finally, she reaches her favourite destination at the school, the one she stares at all day from the administrative office, grateful for a view of a nice place. The place; the canteen.

	The school is set up so that there are 3 buildings surrounding the carpark, the office, the canteen, and the science building, which makes it easy to get around.
	The carpark was starting to fill up, students and teachers arriving for the school day. Before she reaches the canteen, she stops to make sure her grey hair is neat enough, if her work clothes are tidy to make sure the teachers don’t make fun of her.

	The smell of fairy bread, sausages in bread and vegemite wafts through the air from the school's breakfast club. Although the guy who works at the canteen is odd and secretive, he’s good company for a lonely woman.
	“Hey Judith, how’s your day goin’?” The masked canteen guy asks, with concern in his voice.
	“Spick and span! I’m having a bit of trouble with students, but there is always an upside,” Judith starts, only slightly believing her words “I’m just yet to find it.”, she adds with uncertainty. “What about yourself, how have you been?”
	The man behind the register starts rambling on about something to do with the state of the canteen (which is breaking down), but Judith only half listens, making short remarks every now and then. In her mind she's focused on surviving the day, with a warm cup of coffee in her hand, and the school's therapy dog, Lochie, in the other.
	“...So this morning I took Alien to the vet, because he ate 2 blocks of chocolate, and he-”
	“Sorry to interrupt but, may I order a coffee? Just my usual, I have to make sure I get to the office on time.” Judith didn’t want to be rude, especially not someone as nice as the canteen guy.
	“Right away Judith! Sorry for the monologue."
	Relieved, Judith sat down on a nearby bench that teachers often hit given its closeness to the carpark, but the chances of getting hit by a car while waiting for coffee is very low.
	“So, I’ve asked before and I’ll ask again, what is your name?” Judith inquired.
	“Well, is it needed? Why do you need to know my name?” Something about his tone sounded defensive, like he needed to prove something.
	“Well how else will I address you? What do I call you, canteen guy?”
	“Yes. Oh! Here, your coffee is ready!” The switch up was eerie, but Judith put it to her memory and let it go for now.
	She collects her coffee, pays and begins her journey to the office. She walks past students rushing into the school, one particular student giving her an evil eye. Lost in thought, Judith runs into a student, almost spilling her coffee.
	“Oh dear! Are you okay? I’m so sorry, I’m really clumsy today!” Yet, the student doesn’t seem to take the apology seriously, she just looks Judith up and down and walks away.
	Judith solemnly continues her walk towards the office, awaiting the sadness she knows will cloud her day.
	A day in the office- Judith’s POV
	could see people talking and carrying different pieces of equipment.Suddenly, Judith heard a strange noise coming from inside the science room. “BOOM!”
	A loud explosion shook the building. Judith jumped in shock. She froze for a moment because she did not know what had happened. Her heart started beating rapidly. She looked towards the science lab and saw people rushing around inside. Smoke began to come from the doorway. Judith became worried about the students, the teacher and the dog. She wanted to know if everyone was safe. Without wasting any time, Judith ran towards the science room to see what had happened. She could hear people shouting and moving around. The quiet car park had suddenly become noisy and chaotic. Judith hoped that nobody had been badly hurt. She also wondered what had caused the strange explosion in the science lab. The lab smelt of chemicals that no wonder it caused the room to fill with smoke and Jake to break his lower thigh muscle and leg to snap.
	A science explosion- Lochie's POV
	The kid I was going to help was called Jake. I was walking across the crusty musty carpark towards the science lab. I had to hop to it, duty calls and I needed to get to the science room. On my way there I spotted some suspicious looking students talking about a potion and some sort of scheme. I managed to catch the words; puppy, talk and boom. The teacher walking me unlocked the door for me and let me go in. The therapy teacher left me and let me go into the classroom by myself.
	When I walked in there were no tears. There was no screaming. No panic, fear or over the top nervousness like any therapy dog was used to. The student I was sent for looked happy. More than happy. Cunning. Jake blocked my way out, picked me up and placed me on the science table. They had a weird, neon red potion bottled up right next to me, and I had a strange feeling that I was the test subject!
	Suddenly the bright light radiating from concoction seemed brighter than ever before. Jake got some elastic bands and tied me up to the table. I made a small whimpering sound. I won’t translate what that meant into English. Jake took the potion with the red gloopy stuff. Whatever the stuff was, it was crawling near to the edge of the bottle, the first drop oozed over the edge and fell. I squeezed my eyes shut.
	The next thing I knew there was a loud bang and smoke erupted around me. The elastic bands snapped. The kangaroo anatomy poster on the wall fell off and onto the floor. Fear clouded my mind. “AACKK!! What’s going on??” I yelled. In English. I yelled in the human language that they used at this school. The kid understood me. I can now talk in English. That defies all logic. Best I regroup and tell Judith about this. (Which I could do now because I can TALK!!)
	I bounced out of the science room, with eager eyes.
	“Judith! Judith!” I ran out to the office, yelling her name. (Which I can actually do!! I can’t get over how I can talk!!)
	Judith walked out of the office looking at me as if I’d just grown a second head. “Oh yeah, I can talk now.” I said casually despite X really really excited. She stared at me blankly. I took this as a sign I should explain.

	“I was walking across the car park to get the student who was in trouble in the science room and I was captured by the student who by the way they tricked me and there was some red goo and the kid poured it on me and then everything went boom and then I could talk.” I knew I could talk yet after looking back at that sentence, I definitely needed grammar lessons.
	“You know, I can’t believe you can just suddenly talk. That is completely illogical! I must be dreaming!” Judith replied.
	I nudged her with my nose. “Did you feel that?” I asked.
	“Yes.” She replied.
	“Then you’re not dreaming and I can talk.” I said, sounding like some brainrot addicted kid. “Wow, I can talk. Now I can talk, all I want to do is talk!! I wanna talk about EVERYTHING!" I added yelling into the air.
	“Woah, calm down Lochie, you’re not going to suddenly stop being able to talk.” Judith said, looking slightly nervous. But I guess anyone would be if the dog you share an office with just started talking thanks to a student. “We should probably go and check if anyone was hurt.”
	The Car Park- Judith’s POV
	Judith felt a chill despite the crisp cold air. “What are you?” she asked. The alien smiled. “You already know.” He raised one hand. A bolt of green energy shot across the car park. Judith and Lochie jumped apart as it smashed into a parked vehicle nearby with a crash.
	Lochie charged immediately, barking furiously. The alien turned and pushed him away with a burst of green energy. Lochie flew backwards and landed hard beside another car. Judith rushed towards him, but he scrambled upright before she reached him. “I'm okay,” he said. Judith nodded and faced the alien.
	The alien floated higher above the car park. Dark clouds twisted overhead, and thunder rumbled in the distance. Green sparks surrounded his body. Judith could feel the tyre iron shaking in her hand. She knew she was frightened, but she refused to run. The alien raised his hand again towards her.

	Before he could fire, Lochie charged again. He leapt through the air and slammed into the alien. The impact knocked him sideways. Judith saw something strange. A bright green light was pulsing in the centre of his chest. It grew brighter whenever he used his powers. Judith suddenly understood the weakness.
	“Lochie, keep him busy!” Judith shouted. Lochie grabbed the alien's arm with his teeth and refused to let go. The alien struggled violently, sending green sparks across the asphalt. Judith ran towards them with the tyre iron raised above her head. She pulled it back and swung with every bit of strength she had left inside.
	The tyre iron struck the glowing centre of his chest. A deafening explosion shook the entire car park. Green light erupted from the alien's body and threw Judith and Lochie backwards. Judith hit the ground hard and struggled to breathe. Lochie rolled across the asphalt before quickly standing again nearby.
	The alien screamed as his body flickered violently. He rose into the air one final time, surrounded by swirling green sparks. Then, without warning, the energy vanished. His body dropped heavily onto the asphalt. He remained completely still. The wind stopped almost instantly, leaving the car park strangely silent again.
	Judith slowly pushed herself upright and looked towards the alien. Lochie stood beside her, watching carefully. “Is he dead?” Judith asked. Lochie approached the body and sniffed him. He waited for several seconds before turning back. “Bloody hell, yes,” he said. Judith stared at the food guy silently.
	She remembered the mornings when he had served her coffee. He had joked with customers and always seemed cheerful. Judith had never imagined that he was hiding such a dangerous secret. Now the friendly food guy was gone. She felt strangely sad, even though he had attacked them only moments earlier.
	Judith looked towards the school and saw smoke still rising from the damaged building. She knew teachers would soon return, and questions would follow. Nobody would believe that the friendly food guy had been an alien. She glanced at Lochie, who wagged his tail despite everything they had survived today.
	Together they walked back across the car park. Judith lowered the tyre iron and finally let herself breathe. The school was safe, but the destruction around them was impossible to ignore. Lochie looked at the wrecked cars and sighed. “Damn,” he muttered. Judith smiled weakly. “Come on, mate.
	A fortunate ending- Judith’s POV 
	She decided that, even with Jake gone, she couldn’t bear to stay in this school forever. Maybe she could do something else. Something that would make others happy, as well as herself. She scrawled a note onto a spare piece of paper, the sound of the pen scratching the table resounding like the hiss of an angry cat. The ink didn’t have time to dry on the page before a new sentence was written. Everything Judith hated about this school was being compiled into the longest resignation letter the school had ever seen. Judith ran out of the office, leaving the note behind and Lochie soon ran after her. She was going to work somewhere happy, where she could improve people's lives. She was going to live a peaceful life in the local library with Lochie, aiding whoever needed help studying. They walked together, the cool shade of the eucalyptus trees shielding them from the warm Australian sun hanging above the clouds in the perfect, extensive sky…
	Judith thought
	working as a school
	secretary would be
	A strange explosion tears through the science building, leaving the school in chaos. As Judith tries to understand what happened, Lochie discovers that something is very wrong.
	And the man Judith has bought coffee from every morning may not be who he seems.
	With the school under threat and an alien hiding in plain sight, Judith and Lochie must work together to uncover the truth before
	their ordinary school day becomes
	something much
	more dangerous.

