
Send O Lord, Holy Apostles into Your Church! 

BULLETIN 

St. Mel’s Parish St. Mel’s Parish 
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Custodians of the land on 
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Focus on the Readings 
TheÊcedarÊtreeÊ(Ezekiel’sÊallegory/parableÊonÊtheÊkingdomÊofÊDavid)ÊparallelsÊ
withÊtheÊmustardÊtreeÊ(Jesus’ÊparableÊonÊtheÊKingdomÊofÊGod).ÊTheÊcedarÊtreeÊ
isÊaÊmightyÊnobleÊtreeÊandÊstandsÊforÊtheÊrestora onÊofÊtheÊJudaicÊmonarchyÊ
a erÊtheÊExile.ÊItsÊ mbersÊareÊusedÊforÊtheÊreconstruc onÊofÊtheÊTemple.Ê
Ezekiel’sÊprophecyÊfindsÊitsÊfulfilmentÊinÊtheÊKingdonÊofÊChrist. 
TheÊmustardÊtreeÊinÊChrist’sÊ meÊandÊplaceÊwasÊaÊscrawnyÊbush,ÊtheÊcompleteÊ
oppositeÊtoÊtheÊcedar.ÊListenersÊwouldÊhaveÊwonderedÊwhereÊJesusÊisÊtakingÊ
themÊinÊthisÊparable.ÊHeÊbeginsÊwithÊtheÊallusionÊtoÊtheÊcedar:ÊitÊprovidesÊaÊ
homeÊandÊshelterÊforÊtheÊbirds.ÊFollowingÊwithÊtheÊallegory,ÊtheÊmustardÊtreeÊ
inÊwhatÊtheÊkingdomÊofÊGodÊisÊlike.ÊTheÊbigÊdifferencesÊareÊnotable:ÊsmallÊ
beginnings,ÊhumbleÊexistenceÊyetÊforÊallÊaÊhomeÊandÊshelter,ÊaÊvisibleÊ
presenceÊofÊtheÊnewÊkingdomÊonÊearth:ÊtheÊchurchÊasÊtheÊpeopleÊofÊGodÊandÊ
theÊbodyÊofÊChrist.ÊInÊtheÊlightÊofÊtheÊfirstÊparableÊinÊtoday’sÊGospel,ÊtheÊ
growthÊonÊtheÊkingdomÊofÊGodÊrequiresÊGod’sÊwisdomÊandÊmightÊandÊtheÊ
par cipa onÊofÊhumankindÊtoÊdoÊtheÊplan ng.ÊFromÊsmallÊbeginningsÊcomesÊ
theÊfinalÊconsumma on. 
 

2024 Declara on on Human Dignity 3 
ThereÊisÊwidespreadÊagreementÊtodayÊonÊtheÊimportanceÊandÊnorma veÊ
scopeÊofÊhumanÊdignityÊandÊonÊtheÊuniqueÊvalueÊofÊeveryÊhumanÊbeing.Ê
However,ÊtheÊphraseÊ“theÊdignityÊofÊtheÊhumanÊperson”ÊrisksÊlendingÊitselfÊtoÊ
aÊvarietyÊofÊinterpreta onsÊthatÊcanÊyieldÊpoten alÊambigui esÊthatÊleadÊusÊtoÊ
wonderÊwhetherÊtheÊequalÊdignityÊofÊallÊhumanÊbeingsÊ[…]ÊisÊtrulyÊrecognised,Ê
respected,ÊprotectedÊandÊpromotedÊinÊeveryÊsitua on.”ÊThisÊbringsÊusÊtoÊ
recogniseÊaÊfourfoldÊdis nc on:ÊontologicalÊ(orÊinnate)Êdignity,ÊmoralÊdignity,Ê
socialÊdignity,ÊandÊexisten alÊdignity.ÊTheÊmostÊimportantÊamongÊtheseÊisÊtheÊ
ontologicalÊdignityÊthatÊbelongsÊtoÊtheÊpersonÊasÊsuchÊsimplyÊbecauseÊheÊorÊ
sheÊexistsÊandÊisÊwilled,Êcreated,ÊandÊlovedÊbyÊGod.ÊThisÊdignityÊisÊindelibleÊ
andÊremainsÊvalidÊbeyondÊanyÊcircumstancesÊinÊwhichÊtheÊpersonÊmayÊfindÊ
themselves.ÊDI 7. 
 

Quote of the Week 
Li leÊthingsÊareÊindeedÊli le,ÊbutÊtoÊbeÊfaithfulÊinÊli leÊthingsÊisÊaÊgreatÊthing.Ê
St Teresa of Calcu a 
 

On the Lighter Side 
PhotographyÊisÊaÊwayÊofÊfeeling,ÊofÊtouching,ÊofÊloving.ÊWhatÊyouÊhaveÊcaughtÊ
onÊfilmÊisÊcapturedÊforever...ÊitÊremembersÊli leÊthings,ÊlongÊa erÊyouÊhaveÊ
forgo enÊeverything.ÊHowever,ÊifÊyouÊuseÊdigitalÊcamerasÊtheyÊlastÊonlyÊun lÊ
theÊnewÊopera ngÊsystemÊorÊnewÊimageÊformats. 

Liturgical Jo ngs 
Crea on and Liturgy 2 

 
WeÊacknowledgeÊcrea onÊinÊtheÊ
prayersÊoverÊtheÊgi s,ÊasÊtheyÊareÊ
presentedÊonÊtheÊaltar:Ê“BlessedÊareÊ
you,ÊLordÊGodÊofÊallÊcrea on,ÊforÊ
throughÊyourÊgoodnessÊweÊhaveÊ
receivedÊtheÊbread,Ê…ÊtheÊwine.”Ê
ThroughÊGod’sÊcrea onÊweÊhaveÊnotÊ
onlyÊfoodÊtoÊsustainÊusÊinÊbodyÊbutÊalsoÊ
inÊourÊspiritualÊgrowth.ÊIndeedÊtheÊ
body,ÊsoulÊandÊspiritÊareÊinter-
connectedÊinÊoneÊbeing. 
TheÊCollectÊinÊtheÊMassÊforÊgivingÊ
thanksÊtoÊGodÊforÊtheÊgi ÊofÊhumanÊlifeÊ
reads:Ê“OÊGod,ÊwhoÊadornÊcrea onÊwithÊ
splendourÊandÊbeautyÊandÊfashionÊ
humanÊlivesÊinÊyourÊimageÊandÊlikeness,Ê
awakenÊinÊeveryÊheartÊreverenceÊforÊ
theÊworkÊofÊyourÊhands,ÊandÊrenewÊ
amongÊyourÊpeopleÊaÊreadinessÊtoÊ
nurtureÊandÊsustainÊyourÊpreciousÊgi Ê
ofÊhumanÊlife.”ÊAllÊcrea onÊisÊblessedÊ
andÊhasÊtheÊtouchÊofÊGod.ÊHumanÊlife,Ê
alsoÊwithinÊGod’sÊcrea onÊhasÊaÊspecialÊ
roleÊtoÊreverenceÊandÊnurtureÊGod’sÊ
creatures. 

ThisÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

EzekielÊ17:22-24 
2ÊCorinthiansÊ5:6-10 

MarkÊ4:26-34 

NextÊWeek’sÊReadings 
 

IsaiahÊ49:1-6 
ActsÊ13:22-16 
LukeÊ1:27-66,80Ê 



WantÊtoÊknowÊwhat’sÊhappeningÊaroundÊourÊParish?ÊDidÊyouÊknowÊthereÊisÊaÊcalendarÊonÊourÊwebsite?Ê 
CheckÊitÊout!Êh ps://smps.org.au/calendar 

Greater Shepparton Winter Night Shelter (GSWNS) 
 

St Teresa of Avila reminds us that “Christ has no hands but yours….” 
 

OurÊGSWNSÊhasÊbegunÊinÊaÊdifferentÊformatÊsoÊasÊtoÊreachÊ
moreÊpeopleÊinÊneed.ÊThankÊyouÊforÊfoodÊdona onsÊandÊ
financialÊassistance.ÊPleaseÊcontactÊMareeÊMcKennaÊ 
(0409Ê956Ê464)ÊifÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊorÊdropÊoffÊcookedÊmealsÊatÊ
theÊSouthÊSheppartonÊCommunityÊHubÊbetweenÊ10-3pmÊ
weekdays. 
 

 
TheÊprimaryÊaimÊofÊthisÊcourseÊisÊtoÊenableÊFr.ÊReneÊtoÊprovideÊsupportÊtoÊcouplesÊ
seekingÊtoÊregularizeÊtheirÊcurrentÊsitua onsÊorÊtoÊhelpÊindividualsÊmoveÊforwardÊ
fromÊdifficultÊcircumstances.ÊThisÊopportunityÊwillÊallowÊFr.ÊReneÊtoÊextendÊhisÊ
assistanceÊandÊguidanceÊtoÊthoseÊinÊneedÊwithinÊourÊcommunity. 
 
TheÊIns tuteÊofÊTribunalÊPrac ce,ÊestablishedÊinÊ1978,ÊisÊaffiliatedÊwithÊtheÊ
CatholicÊIns tuteÊofÊSydneyÊandÊisÊresponsibleÊforÊeduca ngÊindividualsÊaboutÊtheÊ
ministryÊofÊtheÊCatholicÊChurch,Êpar cularlyÊregardingÊtheÊannulmentÊandÊ
dissolu onÊofÊmarriage.ÊTheÊcourseÊisÊdesignedÊtoÊprepareÊindividualsÊtoÊ
par cipateÊinÊtribunalÊministryÊconcerningÊtheÊjudicialÊprocessÊforÊtheÊnullityÊofÊ
marriage. 
 
TheÊIns tuteÊCommi ee,ÊappointedÊbyÊtheÊExecu veÊCommi eeÊofÊtheÊCanonÊ
LawÊSocietyÊofÊAustraliaÊandÊNewÊZealand,ÊoverseesÊtheÊcurriculum,Êstructure,Ê
lecturers,ÊandÊassessmentÊcriteriaÊofÊtheÊIns tute.ÊTheÊcourse,ÊheldÊinÊSydneyÊ
overÊaÊtwo-yearÊperiod,ÊconsistsÊofÊaÊlive-inÊsessionÊcomprisingÊtwoÊweeksÊeachÊ
year.ÊUponÊcomple on,ÊaÊCer ficateÊofÊAchievementÊofÊtheÊIns tuteÊofÊTribunalÊ
Prac ceÊisÊjointlyÊgrantedÊbyÊtheÊCanonÊLawÊSocietyÊofÊAustraliaÊandÊNewÊZealandÊ
andÊtheÊCatholicÊIns tuteÊofÊSydney. 
 
Fr.ÊRene'sÊdedica onÊtoÊfurtheringÊhisÊknowledgeÊandÊskillsÊinÊorderÊtoÊbe erÊ
serveÊourÊcommunityÊisÊcommendable,ÊandÊweÊwishÊhimÊwellÊasÊheÊ 
embarksÊonÊthisÊenrichingÊeduca onalÊopportunity. 

Weekly Reflec on 
 

EmbracingÊChrist’sÊVision:ÊTheÊChurchÊasÊaÊ
Kingdom,ÊnotÊaÊClub 
 

TheÊconceptÊofÊtheÊKingdomÊofÊGodÊwasÊ
centralÊtoÊChrist’sÊteachings.ÊItÊwasÊtheÊfocalÊ
pointÊofÊhisÊfirstÊpublicÊsermonÊandÊaÊ
recurringÊthemeÊinÊhisÊmessages.ÊReflec ngÊ
onÊthis,ÊitÊbecomesÊclearÊthatÊChristÊviewedÊ
theÊChurchÊasÊaÊKingdom,ÊnotÊmerelyÊasÊsomeÊ
kindÊofÊclub. 
 

TheÊno onÊofÊaÊkingdomÊimpliesÊtheÊpresenceÊ
ofÊaÊkingÊandÊsubjects.ÊInÊseeingÊtheÊChurchÊasÊ
aÊKingdom,ÊChristÊinvitesÊusÊtoÊacknowledgeÊ
HisÊkingshipÊandÊourÊroleÊasÊHisÊsubjects.ÊThisÊ
challengesÊusÊtoÊconsiderÊwhetherÊweÊtrulyÊ
perceiveÊtheÊChurchÊinÊthisÊlight. 
 

WhenÊweÊpray,Ê“ThyÊKingdomÊcome,”ÊdoÊweÊ
alignÊourÊinten onsÊwithÊwhatÊJesusÊmeantÊ
whenÊheÊu eredÊtheseÊwords?ÊDoÊweÊ
earnestlyÊdesireÊtoÊseeÊGod’sÊKingdomÊ
manifestÊonÊearth,ÊwhereÊheartsÊareÊ
governedÊbyÊfaithÊandÊlove? 
 

AÊstrikingÊjuxtaposi onÊisÊpresentedÊbetweenÊ
theÊKingdomÊofÊGodÊandÊtheÊkingdomÊofÊthisÊ
world.ÊTheÊformerÊrepresentsÊheartsÊobedientÊ
toÊGod,ÊwhileÊtheÊla erÊsymbolizesÊheartsÊ
drivenÊbyÊself-centeredness,Êegoism,ÊandÊ
fear.ÊChrist’sÊcallÊforÊusÊtoÊpartakeÊinÊtheÊ
redemp onÊofÊtheÊkingdomÊofÊthisÊworldÊ
necessitatesÊourÊcommitmentÊtoÊobeyingÊ
Him,ÊevenÊwhenÊitÊchallengesÊourÊselfishÊ
tendencies. 
 

InÊacknowledgingÊtheÊdifficultyÊofÊobeyingÊ
someoneÊelse,ÊChristÊreassuresÊusÊthatÊHeÊ
doesÊnotÊseekÊblind,ÊmindlessÊobedience.Ê
Instead,ÊHeÊoffersÊparablesÊtoÊelucidateÊandÊ
promiseÊthatÊobedienceÊtoÊHimÊleadsÊtoÊaÊ
frui ulÊlife.ÊTheÊvirtuesÊins lledÊinÊusÊatÊ
bap smÊareÊlikenedÊtoÊseedsÊthatÊflourishÊasÊ
weÊfollowÊandÊobeyÊChristÊinÊourÊdailyÊlives. 
 

BeingÊgoodÊci zensÊofÊChrist’sÊKingdomÊisÊnotÊ
merelyÊaÊduty;ÊitÊisÊaÊpathwayÊtoÊabundantÊ
spiritualÊfulfillmentÊduringÊourÊearthlyÊ
existenceÊandÊforÊeternity.ÊItÊisÊaÊcallÊtoÊ
embraceÊvirtuesÊsuchÊasÊwisdom,Êcourage,Ê
self-control,ÊandÊChrist-likeÊlove,ÊwhichÊenrichÊ
ourÊlivesÊandÊcontributeÊtoÊtheÊbeautyÊofÊtheÊ
Kingdom. 
 

Ul mately,ÊembracingÊChrist’sÊvisionÊofÊtheÊ
ChurchÊasÊaÊKingdomÊchallengesÊusÊtoÊalignÊ
ourÊlivesÊwithÊHisÊteachingsÊandÊcommands.ÊItÊ
urgesÊusÊtoÊstriveÊforÊaÊdeeperÊunderstandingÊ
ofÊHisÊmessageÊandÊaÊsincereÊcommitmentÊtoÊ
liveÊasÊci zensÊofÊHisÊKingdom.ÊInÊdoingÊso,Ê
weÊpaveÊtheÊwayÊforÊtheÊabundantÊspiritualÊ
harvestÊthatÊChristÊpromises,ÊbothÊinÊthisÊlifeÊ
andÊinÊtheÊherea er. 

Fr. Rene to A end Intensive 
Course Organised by Ins tute of 

Tribunal Prac ce 
 

Fr.ÊRene,ÊourÊparishÊpriest,ÊwillÊbeÊtakingÊaÊtwo-
weekÊleaveÊtoÊpar cipateÊinÊanÊintensiveÊ
courseÊorganizedÊbyÊtheÊIns tuteÊofÊTribunalÊ
Prac ce.ÊTheÊcourse,ÊrunningÊfromÊJuneÊ10thÊ
toÊJuneÊ21st,ÊwillÊequipÊFr.ÊReneÊwithÊtheÊ
qualifica onsÊtoÊassistÊinÊtheÊMarriageÊTribunalÊ
processÊandÊinterviewsÊinÊourÊdiocese. 

Celebra on of the Feast of St Anthony of Padua 
 

WeÊextendÊourÊhear eltÊgra tudeÊtoÊeveryoneÊwhoÊjoinedÊusÊinÊcelebra ngÊtheÊ
FeastÊofÊSt.ÊAnthonyÊatÊSt.ÊMel’sÊParishÊonÊJuneÊ9,Ê2024.ÊTheÊchurchÊwasÊfilledÊtoÊ
capacity,ÊwithÊvisitorsÊtravellingÊfromÊasÊfarÊasÊWangara aÊtoÊpartakeÊinÊourÊ
joyousÊfes vi es.ÊTheÊprocessionÊwasÊaÊtouchingÊdisplayÊ 
ofÊunity,ÊandÊtheÊabundanceÊofÊfoodÊexceededÊourÊ 
expecta ons.ÊTheÊculturalÊpresenta onsÊfromÊourÊ 
parishionersÊwereÊaÊhighlight,ÊandÊtheÊgenerousÊ 
financialÊdona onsÊreceivedÊmayÊcoverÊ50%ÊofÊourÊ 
annualÊcleaningÊbudget.ÊThankÊyouÊtoÊallÊwhoÊmadeÊ 
thisÊcelebra onÊaÊtrulyÊmemorableÊevent. 



Shepparton & Nagambie 
Mass Schedule 

 
Subscribe to Flocknote, to receive parish news & updates 
about upcoming events: Subscribe by using the QR Code.  

Parish Staff 

St Malachy’s  

St Mel’s 
SUNDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:30 am 
St. Mel’s  5:00 pm 
 
TUESDAY to SATURDAY 
St. Mel’s 9:15 am 
 
 
 
SUNDAY (1st & 3rd)* 
St. Malachy’s 09:00 am 

*2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays 
Liturgy of the Word and Holy Communion 

 
 
CONFESSIONS 
St. Mel’s: Every Thurs at 8:10 - 9:10 am 
 
 
BAPTISMS (St Mel’s) 
3rd Sunday of the month 
 
MARRIAGE 
2 months-notice required 
 

       __________________________________ 

 
 

Fr. Rene Ramirez RCJ  
Parish Priest 

 
Fr. Ruel Desamparado RCJ 

Assistant Priest 
 

Sr Pam Barlow 
Religious Sister of Mercy 

 
Carmel Zito 
Bookkeeper 

 
Mel Shiels 

Secretary 
Sacramental Program Coordinator 

 
 

Office Address 
18 Hamilton Street 

Shepparton VIC 3530 
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au 

www.smps.org.au 
 (03) 5831 2194  

 
 

Office Hours 
Tuesday to Thursday: 9:30am- 2:30pm 

Friday: 9:30am -12:30 pm 
 

Gallery - St Anthony of Padua Celebra ons at St Mel’s Parish 



ToÊfindÊoutÊmoreÊwaysÊonÊhowÊyouÊcanÊhelpÊimproveÊourÊParochialÊ
CommunityÊpleaseÊcontactÊMelÊatÊ(03) 5831 2194 TuesdaysÊtoÊThursdays,Ê 

betweenÊ9:30amÊtoÊ2:30ÊpmÊemail:Ê
sheppartonsouth@sandhurst.catholic.org.au  

orÊvisitÊourÊwebsiteÊatÊwww.smps.org.au 

WeÊareÊaÊSafeÊChurchÊCommunity.Ê
WeÊpromoteÊtheÊsafety,ÊwellbeingÊ
andÊinclusionÊofÊallÊandÊaÊzeroÊ
toleranceÊtoÊabuse.Ê 
StÊMel’sÊParishÊSafeguardingÊofficerÊ
isÊTrishÊMathisen.ÊPh:Ê0428Ê213Ê757Ê 

Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent  
& Auctioneer 

CORBETTS 
CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANTS 
& ADVISORS 
 
60 High Street 
Shepparton VIC 3630 
Phone: 03 5820 1300 
www.corbetts.com.au 

We see more than property. 

0417 347 105 Vincent Tassoni 
Licensed Agent 

& Auctioneer 

ST.ÊMEL’SÊPARISHÊWOULDÊ
LIKEÊTOÊTHANKÊOURÊÊÊ 

ÊÊ 
CORPORATE  
SPONSORS 

We ask for your prayers for the Eternal Repose of 
GabriellaÊScarcella,ÊRosaÊCalandroÊand 

GiuseppeÊ&ÊMichelinaÊLatorre 

Commentators/Lectors/ 
Special Ministers 

 

Sunday 23rd June 
Commentators 
9:30amÊÊPaulineÊPe grew 
5pmÊÊFilipinoÊCommunity 

Lectors 
9:30amÊMickÊHanlonÊ(L1)ÊTrishÊMathisenÊ(L2)Ê 
5pmÊFilipinoÊCommunityÊ(L1)Ê(L2) 

SpecialÊMinisters 
9:30amÊÊGabrielleÊBarre eÊ&ÊLore aÊHanlon 
5pmÊÊLinÊWaiteÊ&ÊSrÊPamÊBarlow 

Support your Parish! 
HelpÊfundÊourÊini a vesÊtoÊmoveÊ
fromÊmaintenanceÊtoÊmission! 
“Together we do more” 
UseÊtheÊQRÊCodeÊtoÊaccessÊourÊ 
Dona onsÊPage.Ê 

The World's Worst Jackaroo 
 

TheÊCentralÊVictorianÊIrishÊAssocia onÊwillÊbeÊpresen ngÊ
"TheÊWorld'sÊWorstÊJackaroo"ÊinÊnarra ve,ÊbushÊpoetryÊandÊ
song.ÊAnÊinspiringÊstoryÊofÊhowÊtheÊBrigidineÊnunsÊinÊEchucaÊ
turnedÊroundÊaÊyoungÊexiledÊDublinÊdelinquentÊandÊuselessÊ
jackarooÊtoÊeventuallyÊbecomeÊaÊhighÊBri shÊWorldÊWarÊIIÊ
GovernmentÊMinister.ÊFurtherÊinforma onÊwillÊappearÊinÊ
'TheÊSandpiper'ÊaroundÊ7thÊJune.ÊPerformanceÊdateÊ-Ê
SaturdayÊ22ndÊJuneÊatÊ2.30ÊpmÊinÊtheÊLaÊTrobeÊArtÊCentre,Ê
ViewÊStreet,ÊBendigo.ÊAdmissionÊ$5ÊcashÊatÊtheÊdoor. 

Free Ac vi es and Supports for  
Unpaid Carers 

 

TheÊVictorianÊGovernmentÊhasÊfundedÊCarersÊVictoriaÊtoÊ
provideÊaÊrangeÊofÊac vi esÊforÊunpaidÊcarers.ÊEventsÊ
include,Ê‘Mingles’ÊhighÊtea,Êlunches.ÊPleaseÊseeÊFlyerÊforÊfullÊ
listÊofÊevents.ÊContactÊCatherineÊHye eÊatÊ
catherine.hye @carersvictoria.org.auÊorÊtheÊCarersÊVictoriaÊ
StatewideÊAdvisoryÊLineÊonÊ1800Ê514Ê745. 
FORÊSHEPPARTONÊ–ÊCarersÊVictoriaÊunpaidÊcarersÊlunchÊ
FridayÊ21ÊJuneÊ12pmÊallÊwelcomeÊRegistra onsÊessen alÊcallÊ
CatherineÊHye eÊatÊcatherine.hye @carersvictoria.org.auÊorÊ
theÊCarersÊVictoriaÊStatewideÊAdvisoryÊLineÊonÊ1800Ê514Ê745. 

TheÊParishÊOfficeÊwillÊbeÊclosedÊforÊtwoÊ
FridaysÊonÊ5ÊJulyÊandÊ12ÊJuly.ÊPleaseÊhaveÊ
allÊBulle nÊno ces,ÊincludingÊ
anniversariesÊinÊbyÊtheÊWednesdayÊprior.Ê 

21 Watson Street, Shepparton VIC 3630 
T 03 5821 9055  F 03 5831 3634  M  0408 055 748 
www.sheppartonfoodservices.com.au 
orders@sheppartonfoodservices.com.au  


