
 

NAPLAN Online – answering your questions 

What is NAPLAN online? 

NAPLAN online is an initiative of the Australian Government and involves the transition of NAPLAN 

from pen and paper to a computer-based assessment. 

Why is NAPLAN going online? 

Moving NAPLAN online allows for better and more varied assessment tasks and a personalised test 

experience. It also means your child’s results will be more precise and available to you within a 

couple of weeks, rather than several months.  

When is it happening and who is doing it? 

The Education Council, comprising state, territory and commonwealth education ministers, has 

agreed that NAPLAN online will be implemented from 2017 over a 2-to 3 year period. 

DECD is encouraging as many schools as possible to to move to NAPLAN Online from 2017. 

Who is managing the move online? 

Education Services Australia (ESA) have been commissioned to develop and trial the platform which 

will deliver NAPLAN online.  

The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) will continue to be 

responsible for all aspects of development of the NAPLAN tests.  

In South Australia, DECD is responsible for preparing schools to move online. 

What is the NAPLAN Online Readiness Trial? 

The NAPLAN Online Readiness Trial is a practice run of the NAPLAN online platform. Schools will 

complete as many test sessions as they need to develop their understanding of the system and their 

readiness for the 2017 implementation. It is also an opportunity for schools to provide detailed 

feedback on their experiences and readiness.  

Students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are asked to trial the online system and new question style. As part of 

this trial all students will log in with an anonymous student code so they cannot be identified.  

The trial will involve students completing 2 assessments 

 a test for each year level containing sample NAPLAN online questions based on reading, 

numeracy and convention of languages (spelling, grammar and punctuation) 

 a separate writing test for each year level. 

Across Australia, the test is called the Platform Test Readiness Trial (PTRT). 
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Why is the NAPLAN Online Readiness Trial important? 

The trial will provide information about the school’s internet capabilities and confirm that there are 

sufficient devices to run the test successfully. It will also allow staff to ‘test drive’ the new processes 

and trial classroom logistics.  

What about schools that do not have the necessary bandwidth to undertake online assessment? 

The Australian Government is developing a ‘low bandwidth’ solution for schools that are 

experiencing issues with internet connectivity. This will ensure that all students are also able to 

experience the online test. 

Can students use their own devices? 

Yes, many schools have a Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) policy allowing students to use their own 

computer at school and in most cases these devices will be able to be used. Students will also be 

able to use their own headphones for the spelling test. 


