A very warm welcome to the English College in Prague’s Graduation Ceremony of 2019. Id like to
extend my welcome to the families of our graduates and their supporters. Of course to the teachers,
our Governors, but above all graduates themselves.

This is my fourth time attending the Graduation Ceremony. As with any school, it takes a few turns
“around the block” to really feel the pattern, the familiar moments, the comings and goings of a
school year. And each time we see them come and go we see them a little more clearly. In particular,
| have noticed the rhythmic nature of this event. We file into this hall in roughly the same order and
take our seats in roughly the same places. We sit down and marvel being in this wonderful chapel so
closely associated with Jan Hus. We hear from our guest speakers and very importantly, from the
year group’s representative. We always go outside afterwards, and over wine and food we celebrate
your success with you and your families. The pattern repeats with a satisfying certainty.

But each year there is a repeating pattern that | always forget until the evening itself. What | forget
is that there [has been at least up to now] this shaft of bright evening light from the window up
there, creeping across the stage and reaching this lectern just at the exact moment when one of our
speakers is talking from where | stand now. In the last three years, with clockwork-like regularity,
they have been illuminated for us by this shaft of brilliant light. For the speaker it is terrible, they
can’t see their audience in the bright spotlight - one year, | think it was last year, we even had to
move the lectern to give our speaker a chance to see clearly.

The regularity of ECP’s own little celestial alignment, brings to mind for me, the way, we as humans,
ascribe significance to the certainty of repeating patterns of events. It reminds me of the way the
burial chambers of the Great Pyramids at Giza are, on a certain day, bathed in direct sunlight. We
have consciously created these celestial clocks all over the world, Stonehenge, Angkor Wat, Machu
Picchu, all have alighments with the sun and stars. They steady and they anchor us.

From the perspective of teachers and Governors, school is a repeating of pattern of events that we
look forward to - evenings like the Graduation Ball and of course tonight - and other events that
secretly we may dread - I'll let you guess what those might be.... These repeating cycles give us
certainty and security and we try to improve on them each time around. We talk of this year’s “crop”
of students, just as we talk of seasons with their familiar and fruitful regularity.

However, | am aware from your seats as students and graduates, the school is not like this at all. It is
a one-ride ticket, a single journey and tonight I'm calling out the last stop. As teachers and
Governors, we've got to turn this school around over the summer and fill it back up again and set out
on next year’s journey, but your journey continues forward, onward, into the unknown ... not just
back around again.

So let us part on a promise based on our separate perspectives. This time next year we will be
celebrating our 25th anniversary, our 25th round trip through the academic year. Promise me all
that you will think of us, promise to pray for an overcast sky so the speaker can see the next year’s
crop of graduates in front of them. For our part, my part, the part of the teachers, we will promise to
stop for a moment and think of all the places you might be, both near and far, and all the myriad
experiences you will have had by this time next year.

Tonight, however, we are together. We are celebrating your success - please do enjoy your moment
in the spotlight, as you come up to the stage - you richly deserve it.

Dr. Nigel Brown

Reditel Anglického gymndzia



Proslov Feditele Skoly

SrdeCné vitam vSechny absolventy roku 2019, a také jejich rodiny a pFiznivce. VFele vitdm i vdechny
uCGitele a Cleny spravni rady. Obzvlasté vielé pFivitani patfi naSemu hostu, prof. Martinu Hilskému.

Tohoto slavnostniho veCera se U€astnim uz poGtvrté a v pfedchozich tfech letech jsem si pokazdé
vSiml rytmické povahy této udalosti. Do této auly nastupujeme zhruba ve stejném potadi a usadime
se zhruba na stejna mista. PFitom obdivujeme tuto Gzasnou kapli, ktera je tak Gzce spjata s Janem
Husem a jeho kazanimi, od nichz nas déli pouhych 600 let. VZdy naslouchdme proslovu skvélého a
vyznatného hosta, pfedem dékujeme pani profesorce Jifi€né a Davidovi, ktery nam jeji proslov
pFeCte, a také proslovu pFedsedkyné nasi spravni rady.

Po skonCeni obfadu jdeme do vedlejSi mistnosti, kde u vina a poho$téni oslavujeme s vami,
studenty, i s vami, rodinami. Tento model se opakuje s uspokojujici jistotou. Kazdoro&né se vSak
opakuje také néco, na co vzdy zapomenu, az do samotného dal$iho veCera opét po roce, a to, ze
tamhle v okné& (pFfinejmensim az doposud) se vzdy objevi paprsek jasného veCerniho svétla a vplizi
se na podium az k FeCnickému pultu, a to pravé v okamziku, kdy tam stoji na$ hostujici FeSnik nebo
pFedsedkyné spravni rady. Kazdym rokem je s Zeleznou pravidelnosti jeden z nasich Fe&nikl oslnén
timto paprskem. Pro Fe€nika je to nepFijemné, protoze kvlli tomu nevidi své pozndmky a ani své
publikum - jednou, myslim, Ze to bylo loni, jsme dokonce museli FeCnicky pult posunout, abychom
nasemu FeCnikovi umoznili vidét na své poznamky.

Pravidelnost malé nebeské udalosti Anglického gymnazia mi trochu pFipomina zplsob, jakym my,
lidé, pFikldadame vyznam jistoté v podob& opakujicich se udalosti. PFipomina mi to, jak jsou nékteré
pohFebni komory Velké pyramidy v Gize v urGity den naplnény pFimym sluneCnim svitem. My lidé
jsme v&domeé vytvoFili tyto nebeské hodiny po celém svété - Stonehenge, Angkor Wat, Machu
Picchu, vSechna tato mista jsou spojovana se sluncem a hvézdami. Stabilizuji a zakotvuji nas do
opakujiciho se rytmu udélosti. Z pohledu uGitelll a spravni rady je $kola charakterizovdna
opakovanim udalosti, na které se té€Sime - veCery jako je maturitni ples nebo dnesdni veCer - a také
jinych, kterych se mozna tajn€ obavame - necham vas hadat, které by to mohly byt.... Opakujici se
cykly ndm davaji jistotu a bezpeCi a pokazdé se snazime zlep$ovat. Mluvime o letodni , varce”
studentd, stejn& jako hovoFime o ro€nich obdobich s jejich zndmou a uklidiiujici pravidelnosti.

Jsem si viak v€dom, Ze z pohledu v&s, studentl a maturant(l, $kola viibec takova neni. Jde o
jednorazovou jizdenku, jedinou jizdu, a dnes veCer ohlasuji posledni zastavku, kone&na stanice -
prosime, vystupte! Jako uGitelé a Glenové spravni rady musime tuto Skolu v prlibéhu léta proménit a
naplnit ji na dal§i cestu v pFistim Skolnim roce. AvSak va$e cesta pokraCuje kupFedu a neopakuje se.

Pojdme se tedy rozloudit vyF&enim slibu zaloZeného na nasich odlidnych perspektivéach. Slibu pro
stejny den pFistiho roku. AZ bude pFisti rok touto dobou paprsek sv&tla tancovat po pédiu a trapit
hostujiciho FeCnika b&hem naseho 25. vyroCi, nasi 25. cesty, slibte mi vSichni, Ze na nas budete
myslet, slibte mi, Ze budete prosit o zataZzenou oblohu, aby mohl FeCnik Cist své poznamky, a ze
budete myslet i na pFisti varku maturantl. Z nadi strany, za mé a za uditele, slibuji, Ze se na chvilku
ztiime, a budeme myslet na vdechna mista, kde se maturanti roku 2019 mohou nachazet, at uz
blizko nebo daleko, na celou tu hromadu zazitk(, kterou do té doby ziskate. Dnes veGer jsme tu v3ak
spoleCné. Oslavujeme vas Uspéch - prosim, uzijte si vad moment v zafi reflektorll (nebo slune&nich
paprskl), az pFijdete sem k ndm na pddium - prdvem si ho zaslouZite.

Dr. Nigel Brown
Reditel Anglického gymndzia






