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Respect
Responsibility
Safety



PETS IN CLASSROOMS

PURPOSE

This policy outlines the legal and Department policy requirements relating to the use, care and welfare of animals used for teaching purposes in schools.

POLICY

Teachers, school principals and animal carers who are involved with the use and care for animals in schools must comply with the relevant legislation and codes of practice.

When planning to use animals for teaching, schools must consider the ethical and welfare issues involved.

School pets (such as chickens) or animals used for student support or environment enrichment (such as story/therapy dogs) do not require approval from the VSAEC provided the animals are not being used for explicit teaching purposes as defined in the Australian code. However, the primary concern should be the welfare of the animal, including care during weekends and holiday periods and veterinary care when needed.

Schools must follow the relevant codes of practice for the welfare of animals when keeping any animal as a class pet.  Refer to advice from Animal Welfare Victoria on keeping pets in classrooms as well as resources on caring for specific types of pet animals.

All teachers wishing to introduce a pet to the classroom must seek permission from the principal. Some animals are more suited to classroom life than others. Approval will be granted at the principal’s discretion and will take into consideration the needs of the students, pets and school-based suitability.

HAVING A CLASS PET

The following must be considered when teacher’s wish to introduce a class pet.

· It is the teacher’s sole responsibility to purchase and maintain the upkeep of the class pet, including if the pet dies. Pets are not permitted to be buried on school property. 

· Student and staff allergies, anxieties, and behaviours. 

· Pre-work must be completed around the care and handling of the animal prior to its arrival, including being aware of the animal's need for privacy and rest.

· Some class pets are not to be left at school overnight, weekends or school holidays. They can be billeted out to families. This must be pre-arranged, and teachers must speak to parents regarding this. Fish are fine to be left at school overnight and weekends and the 2-week holidays. They are not to be left on site over the Summer break.

· Pets left at school overnight must be caged and covered, as to not trigger the alarm system. Dogs and Cats are not to be left at school overnight. 

· Where possible, pets are to remain in a harness and/or on lead when at school. 

· While communal responsibility is philosophically appealing, an animal needs competent and consistent care. It sends a powerful message when a teacher models responsibility for a vulnerable animal as its primary carer and protector. Animals should never be used to teach (as opposed to model) responsibility to children.

· A safe, secure, and homely area must be established in the classroom to accommodate the class pet. 

· Good quality food will need to be stored somewhere on site. Bedding, blankets, toys, bowls, chewing materials and grooming equipment may be necessary.
· Pets must be included in the school's emergency evacuation plan. Pets must be included in drills, modelling responsible behaviour to students.

· Contact details for your veterinarian should be in the classroom. Vet care and the costs involved are the responsibility of the teacher.

· Instructions on the care and routines for the class pet must be typed up and left on the teacher’s desk, allowing for quick access for leadership and CRTs.
ADDITIONAL LINKS AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Dogs at Beaufort Primary School policy

Using chickens in the classroom

· VSAEC guide to teaching activities involving chickens
· RSPCA advice
Using fish and aquatic species

· Aquatic Animal Welfare – Overarching Principles, Fisheries Research and Development Corporation (FRDC)

· Aquarium industries – Fish Care website

Other resources from Animal Welfare Victoria

· About teaching with animals
· Animals in schools
· Animals in the classroom
· Preparing the classroom
· Classroom pets
· What type of pet?
· Teaching using animals
Other pets | Animal Welfare Victoria | Livestock and animals | Agriculture Victoria
Animals in schools | Community and education | Animal Welfare Victoria | Livestock and animals | Agriculture Victoria
COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

· Available publicly on our school website

· Included in staff handbook/website

· Hard copy available from school administration upon request.
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