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Anglicare Victoria is the State’s largest provider

of foster care and plays a vital role in protecting
children and ensuring they have a safe and loving
home. Foster care is a way of offering children a safe,
secure and nurturing place to stay while their family
is unable to care for them.

Who Needs Foster Care?

Our foster care programs provide a safe and supportive
horme environment for children and young people aged
0-18 years. Children enter foster care for many reasons
including neglect, trauma, abuse, family illness or
crisis. A child might stay in foster care for as little as
one night or as long as a few years.

Types of Foster Care

We offer four main types of foster care placements,
each with different lengths of stay.

EMERGENCY CARE
Foster care provided at short notice, often for just one or
two nights in an emergency or crisis situation.

RESPITE CARE
Foster care provided on a reqular b

ually for
one weekend per month or for up to two weeks during
school holidays.

SHORT TERM CARE

Typically varies from a few days to a few months
depending on the needs of the child and when it is
appropriate for the child to return to their family.

LONG TERM CARE

Where a child or young person requires long term care
for up to two years or more. In some circumstances the
n stay with their carers until

child or young person
they turn 18.

Carers can choose to provide a variety of foster care
placements to meet the needs of children as well as to
suit their own family needs and time commitment.

In addition, carers can elect to care for children of a
particular gender or age or can specialise in providing
care for adolescents, children with a disability or for
children with more complex needs.

Who Can be a Foster Carer?
Foster carers come from all walks of life and can be:

- single, married, or in a same sex relationship

+ with or without children

+ older or younger

+ working full time, part tiime or as a stay at home
parent

You don't need any specialist skills, just genuine
concern for the welfare of the children and the capacity
to offer time and quality care. A willingness to learn,
flexibility and an ability to take on new ideas are oflen
qualities sought in prospective carers

Anglicare Victoria carefully matches children with
foster carers, so that the needs of both the children and
their foster carers are adequately supported.

What Support is Provided to
Carers?

We're dedicated to offering a supportive environment
for both children and carers alike. As a foster carer you
are trained, provided with access to comprehensive
ongoing support, and reimbursed for any out of pocket
expenses

Foster carers are also provided with assistance in
co-ordinating appropriate support services to meet
their specific needs such as respite care, counselling,
recreational opportunities and sibling support groups.

Foster carers are part of a team. You will have regular
contact with Anglicare Victoria staff and may need
to be involved with teachers, doctors and other
professionals, including the Department of Health &
Human Services

What is Your Role as a Carer?

Foster care is temporary care. The aim of foster care
is to return children to their family as soon as it is
appropliate to do so.

The service is voluntary and you do not receive a
salary, although a tax-free fortnightly reimbursement
from the Department of Health & Humnan Services

is paid for each placement to cover expenses. The
amount of this reimbursement is dependent on the
age of the child and their particular needs.

‘Being there as a companion, a Qc
and a friend to a child, is such a won
experience and is the most rewar .:%
thing you can do.”

Megan, Respite Carer




