
Maree Dixon is a registered l i fe and career coach, who current ly works as the HEY (Healthy Equal  Youth) Diversi ty
Worker at  headspace Bendigo, speci f ical ly working with LGBTIQA+ young people and their  fami l ies.  She has been
working in th is area for the past 6.5 years and is very passionate and dedicated to her role,  advocat ing for  the
community,  promot ing awareness through educat ing the wider community,  being support ive of  LGBTIQA+ r ights and
defending them against  d iscr iminat ion.  With her l ived exper ience, Maree has run a parent/carer support  group for
parents of  Trans and Gender Diverse Young people for  the last  8 years at  headspace Bendigo, support ing
parents/carers on their  journey, as wel l  as weekly diversi ty groups for LGBTIQA+ young people.  She also ident i f ies
as part  of  the LGBTIQA+ community and a proud mum to a young person who ident i f ies as part  of  the Trans and
Gender Diverse Community.  In 2023 Maree completed the Victor ian State Governments LGBTIQA+ Leadership
Program. 

Register via the l ink or send an email  to Loddon.communitypartnerships@dffh.vic.gov.au  

Lauren French (She/Her) is a proud Karajarr i  women who bel ieves that every young person deserves a l i fe f i led wi th
respectful  re lat ionships and equi table exper iences. Lauren is a Sexologist  and Head of  Educat ion wi th Body Safety
Austral ia,  a not- for-prof i t  organisat ion special is ing in chi ld sexual  abuse prevent ion,  LGBTQIA+ equi ty and
inclusiv i ty,  consent,  and respectful  re lat ionships educat ion.  Since 2017 Lauren has faci l i tated hundreds of
workshops across ear ly chi ldhood, pr imary and secondary school  spaces with chi ldren, educators,  and fami l ies.
She's also the proud recipient of  the 2023 Indigenous Achievement award in the 7News Young Achiever Awards
(Victor ia) ,  was named one of  Out for  Austral ia 's 2023 30 under 30 winners,  and received a 2023 Churchi l l
Fel lowship which she has recent ly returned from. 

Register via the l ink or send an email  to Loddon.communitypartnerships@dffh.vic.gov.au 

Thorne Harbour Country provides support ,  counsel l ing,  rapid HIV test ing,  resources and informat ion around
LGBTIQ+ wel lbeing, HIV, Hepat i t is  C and sexual  heal th across the Loddon Mal lee.  Operat ing out of  the Community
Hub, Thorne Harbour Country provides a safe place for the LGBTIQ+ community to connect and access informat ion
resources and referral  services.  This presentat ion as part  of  the Carers Forum Series and wi l l  explore the LGBTIQA+
acronym and inclusive pract ice for  those l iv ing wi th diverse genders and sexual i t ies,  and HIV.

Damien Stevens-Todd (he/him/his)  is  the Program Manager and LGBTIQ+ Special ist  Mental  Heal th Manager at
Thorne Harbour Country based in Bendigo, Victor ia and for the past 20+ years he has worked to improve the l ives of
LGBTIQA+ people l iv ing “ in the st icks”.  Damien l ives wi th his husband, Cr is,  and their  6 year old daughter,  Fletcher,
in Shepparton, Victor ia.  Damien is involved in a range of  other projects,  leadership programs and organisat ions
including OUTintheOPEN Fest ival  and Goulburn Val ley Pr ide in Shepparton, Uni t ing Network Austral ia for  LGBTIQ+
people,  their  fami l ies,  f r iends and supporters wi th in the Unit ing Church in Austral ia,  and many more.

Register via the l ink or send an email  to Loddon.communitypartnerships@dffh.vic.gov.au 

Transcend Austral ia is a service provider and community support  organisat ion that systemical ly advocates for
improvements to systems and services so that the future for  our youth is stronger and heal th ier .  Transcend Austral ia
works to uphold the r ights of  t rans,  gender diverse and non-binary young Austral ians and to support  their  fami l ies.

El le Void is the Service Coordinator at  Transcend Austral ia and a proud trans woman. With a decade of  exper ience
support ing and advocat ing for  t rans indiv iduals,  El le has excel led in roles spanning support ,  service access,
heal thcare,  heal th promot ions, educat ion,  and project  management.  She is dedicated to creat ing t rauma-free spaces as
wel l  as spaces for both personal  and professional  debr ief ing.

Register via the l ink or send an email  to Loddon.communitypartnerships@dffh.vic.gov.au 
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