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Christopher Monaghan CP

REFLECTING ON OUR CALL 

As we celebrate the feast of the Ascension the 

words of the angels to the disciples can serve 

as a useful reminder of the meaning of this 

feast: ‘Why are you standing here looking up 

at the sky?’ The disciples had just witnessed 

the departure of their Lord and while their 

immediate reaction was natural there was 

work to be done; a mission had been entrusted 

to them. It was no time for standing still but 

getting down to the work at hand.

Firstly, the Lord had given them the mission 

of preaching the salvation that Jesus offered 

to the whole world. Secondly, they had to 

prepare for the gift of the Spirit which would 

enable and empower them to undertake their 

task. As the Gospel of Luke concludes we find 

the disciples in prayer in the temple waiting 

for the gift of the Spirit, joyfully pondering on 

what they had experienced.

The reading from the letter to the Ephesians 

calls us to share in that journey of reflection 

into the meaning of not only the life of Jesus 

but our own life as Christians. As Paul reflected 

on Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, he came 

to see that it was truly a cosmic event. Jesus 

was not just Lord of death but all creation. 

The Ephesians are invited to reflect on the 

richness of the gift they have all received as 

Christians. Today’s feast of the Ascension 

calls us to rejoice in, and reflect on, our call 

and mission.

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? 
Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with 
everything Jesus had done and taught from the 
beginning until the day he gave his instructions 
to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy 
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had 
shown himself alive to them after his Passion 
by many demonstrations: for forty days he had 
continued to appear to them and tell them 
about the kingdom of God. When he had been 
at table with them, he had told them not to 
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the 
Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said ‘what 
you have heard me speak about: John baptised 
with water but you, not many days from now, 
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’
 Now having met together, they asked him, 
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to 
restore the kingdom of Israel?’ He replied, ‘It 
is not for you to know times or dates that the 
Father has decided by his own authority, but you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 
on you, and then you will be my witnesses not 
only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and 
Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’
 As he said this he was lifted up while they 
looked on, and a cloud took him from their 
sight. They were still staring into the sky when 
suddenly two men in white were standing near 
them and they said, ‘Why are you men from 
Galilee standing here looking into the sky? 
Jesus who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the 
same way as you have seen him go there.’

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 46:2-3, 6-9. R. v. 6

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.  
(or Alleluia!)
1. All peoples, clap your hands, / cry to God 
with shouts of joy! / For the Lord, the Most 
High, we must fear, / great king over all the 
earth. R.

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; / the Lord 
goes up with trumpet blast. / Sing praise for 
God, sing praise, / sing praise to our king, sing 
praise. R.

3. God is king of all the earth. / Sing praise 
with all your skill. / God is king over the 
nations; / God reigns on his holy throne. R.

SECOND READING Eph 1:17-23

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Ephesians 
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and 
perception of what is revealed, to bring you to 
full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the 
eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories 
he has promised the saints will inherit and 
how infinitely great is the power that he has 
exercised for us believers. This you can tell 
from the strength of his power at work in 

Christ, when he used it to raise him from the 
dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in 
heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, 
Power, or Domination, or any other name that 
can be named, not only in this age, but also in 
the age to come. He has put all things under his 
feet, and made him as the ruler of everything, 
the head of the Church; which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills the whole creation.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 28:19, 20 

Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people 
my gospel. I am with you always, until the 
end of the world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 24:46-53

A readingfrom the holy Gospel according  
to Luke.
While blessing them, he was taken to heaven.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You see how it is 
written that the Christ would suffer and on the 
third day rise from the dead, and that, in his 
name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
would be preached to all the nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.

 ‘And now I am sending down to you what the 
Father has promised. Stay in the city then, until 
you are clothed with the power from on high.’ 
Then he took them out as far as the outskirts 
of Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed 
them. Now as he blessed them, he withdrew 
from them and was carried up to heaven. 
They worshipped him and then went back to 
Jerusalem full of joy; and they were continually 
in the Temple praising God.

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.
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ST. ANDREW’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
corner of Rose & Church St, (PO Box 9),  

Wee Waa NSW 2388  

website: http://standrewsweewaa.org/ 

email: weewaaparish@armidale.catholic.org.au 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/standrewsweewaa 

PARISH CONTACT 

Wee Waa Presbytery:  Fr. Joseph Armah, 0450922111  

 Email:  frjoseph@armidale.catholic.org.au 

Sr. Geraldine Leahy, RSJ: Pastoral Associate, 0421654388,  

Email: geraldineleahy@sosj.org.au 

Alistair Stewart, St. Joseph’s Principal  

6795 4038, email: astewart1@arm.catholic.edu.au 

Finance Chairperson: Jeff Carolan 0428 955 136  

Email: jeff@waverleyag.com.au 

Parish Council Chair: Michael Ciesiolka  0457 169 893  

Email: mciesiolka@bigpond.com 

Liturgy Committee Anna Baird  0427 954 463   

Email: abaird569@gmail.com 

Baptisms, Marriages, Sick Calls and Funerals 

Please contact Fr. Joseph Armah 0450922111 

SUPPORT YOUR PARISH 
 
1st Collection: St Andrew’s Catholic Presbytery 
  BSB: 082105  Acct No. 001023634 
Reference: (1st & your full name) 
Planned Giving Programme:  
  St Andrew’s Catholic Church 
  BSB: 082105  Acct No, 0010 01515 
Reference: (PGP and your full name) 
Produce Drive: For details contact Jeff Carolan 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:  Robert Parer, Lawrie 
Hayden, Ella Cate Melton, Betty Currey, Russell Wood, 
Betty Haire, Susan Rigor, Pam Dowd, Fr. Frank Lourigan, 
Mary Mauloni, Ian Schwager, Carmel Phelps, Greg 
Cheatham, Rosemary Maxwell, Flynn Melton, Margaret 
Wales, Roxy VanKuyk, Wanda Heffernan, Iris Ryan, Norma 
Auld, Ron Douglas, Lori Nemec, Terry Melton, Jim Lennon 
,Ben Sevil.   
 
PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED :  
 
ANNIVERSARIES: Caroline Martin (29/5) Marcus Vogel 
(30/5) Eric Smith, Kevin Hilderson, Tony Holcombe, 
(31/5),Dorothea Harris, Elijah Holcombe, Rodger O’Brien 
(2/6), Anges Dewson, John Thomas, Thelma Phelps (3/6),  
Cyrill Knight(4/6), Arthur Shatlock (5/6),  
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LITURGY SCHEDULE 
St Andrew’s Wee Waa  

Saturday  7pm 
Sunday    10.00 am 
Wednesday 8.30 am  
(Anointing Mass – 1st week of month) 

Weeronga Service 4th Tuesday of the Month at 
10.30am 
St. Joseph’s Burren Junction  

3rd Sunday – Mass 8:00am 
St. Brigid’s Pilliga   
 2nd Sunday– Communion Service 9.00 am 
 4th Sunday - Mass 8:00am 
 
 

MINISTERS FOR THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 

 
5th June PENTECOST Year C 
Readers: Tamara Woodrow Lindsey Radford 
Prayers of Faithful: Peter Haire 
Money Counter: Dot 
Washing of Linen: Denise 
Liturgy Team Member: Val Freeman 0473498846 
Morning Tea: Carmel and Richard Schwager 
 
12th June HOLY TRINITY  Year C 
Readers: Val Freeman Dora Oudenryn  
Prayers of the Faithful: Elise Avery 
Money Counter: Dot 
Washing of Linen: Denise 
Liturgy Team Member: Sr Geraldine0421654388 
 
 
 
Please contact the Liturgy Team Member rostered for that 
week if you are unable to read 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Artist: Kathryn 

Botha, Hedland 
Aboriginal Church 
of Christ and Kab 
Pilbara Red Dust. 

Prayer for Peace  

Almighty God and Creator, you are the 
Father of all people on earth. I beseech 
You to guide all the nations and their 
leaders in the ways of justice and peace. 
Protect us from the evils of injustice, 
prejudice, exploitation, conflict, and war. 
Help us to put away mistrust, bitterness, 
and hatred. Teach us to cease the storing 
and using of implements of war. Lead us to 
find peace, respect and freedom. Unite us 
in the making and sharing of tools of peace 
against ignorance, poverty, disease, and 

oppression. Grant that we may grow in 

harmony and friendship as brothers and 
sisters created in Your image, to Your 

honour and praise. Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Saturday Night Mass 

There will be no Saturday Night Mass 

during the month of  May. 
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Reflection  

We often harbour the illusion that if only we were able to see the Risen Jesus with 
our own eyes, we would be firm believers.  The brief gospel account of the Lord’s 
Ascension should cause us to pause.  As the Eleven gather on the mountain in 
Galilee and catch sight of Jesus, the gospel relates: “When they saw him, they 
worshiped, but they doubted.”  They actually see him, they know he is alive, yet 
their faith is not as firm as we might have imagined! 

How striking, then, are St. Paul’s words in his Letter to the Ephesians when he 
prays: “May the eyes of your hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is 
the hope that belongs to his call. . . .”  St. Paul reveals that there is a different 
kind of seeing, leading to a deeper kind of knowing.  The inner heart has “eyes” 
that see, a gift of the “Spirit of wisdom and revelation.”  These eyes give sure 
knowledge of the hope that is ours, the hope of sharing in the glory that is our 
destiny.  

We who live in the post-Pentecost times have all been enlightened through that 
one Holy Spirit.  We possess the new eyes and the certain hope that the Eleven 
had yet to discover when they gathered on the mountain top. Are we aware that 
all of us already possess these inner eyes?  If so, are we exercising those inner 
eyes, or have they become atrophied?  Do we claim the hope that is ours?  On 
this Ascension Day, let us make St. Paul’s prayer our own:  Lord God, enlighten 
the eyes of our hearts, that we may know the hope that is ours! 

Priestly Ordination of Rev Mr Peterpaul ChikezieAll parishioners are 
invited to attend the priestly Ordination Mass of Rev Mr Peterpaul Chikezie on 
Wednesday 29th June 11am at Saints Mary & Joseph’s Cathedral Armidale.  Light 
refreshments will be provided afterwards in the Torreggiani Room.  Please RSVP 
to the Chancery Office for catering purposes chancery@armidale.catholic.org.au 
or 6771 8700 by Friday 17th June 

The Plenary Council Prayer 

Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost. 

Come, Holy Spirit of the great South Land. 

O God, bless and unite all your people in Australia 

and guide us on the pilgrim way of the Plenary Council. 

Give us the grace to see your face in one another and to recognise Jesus, our companion on the road. 

Give us the courage to tell our stories and to speak boldly of your truth. 

Give us ears to listen humbly to each other 

and a discerning heart to hear what you are saying. 

Lead your Church into a hope-filled future, that we may live the joy of the Gospel. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

bread for the journey from age to age. Amen. 

Our Lady Help of Christians, pray for us. 

St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, pray for us. Amen. 
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