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What is firestick farming and why is it important to Aboriginal people?

Fire stick burning is a method of controlling vegetation by burning, used by some 
Australian Aboriginal peoples. Fire stick farming is a way of managing the 
environment Aboriginal communities have practiced for tens of thousands of 
years. It improves the health of the land and wildlife by setting cool burns, 
generally spot fires with smaller, more controlled flames during the early, cool dry 
season.

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1051&q=vegetation&si=AMnBZoFY6cJe4EcBOpcoqxHCe-IfZ4qlDhlIWQBd87ce-vLPVGdT5De7fdhAE2gQlwrjVdIvaslNoIMs7h4i4LSX7M079o4njg%3D%3D&expnd=1


How has your native plant adapted to fire?

If a fire breaks out, the grass tree has a special physiological adaptation called 
thermal insulation that helps protect the plant. The grass tree holds its thick, 
dead leaves around its stem which serves as insulation, and helps to protect the 
plant against the heat of the fire.



Is that adaptation structural or behavioural?
If a fire breaks out, the grass tree has a special physiological adaptation called 
thermal insulation that helps protect the plant. The grass tree holds its thick, 
dead leaves around its stem which serves as insulation, and helps to protect the 
plant against the heat of the fire. So it is a structural adaptation. 



Why is it important that Grass Tree has this adaptation?
Flowering is not dependent on fire, but it stimulates the process. The ability of 
grass trees to resprout after fire and quickly produce flowers makes them a vital 
life-line for fauna living in recently-burnt landscapes.


