PNG



Papua New Guinea- Land Of The Unexpected

Eleven intrepid travellers, representing our parish,
schools, St Vincent de Paul and Social Justice Group, ven-
tured to Aitape on the N.W. coast of PNG. last May. We
wanted to become familiar with life in this remote place,

to understand how best to work with people.there, espe-
: in their efforts to provide health care and education
milies.
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Vivid Images Of PNG

The level of poverty in the village is extreme and | honestly was-
n't prepared for it. There is poor and then there is really poor.,
Luxuries such as televisions and other electronic devices are not
part of the makeup of houses. In the village, health issues sur-
rounding Tuberculosis (TB), HIV and other diseases impact

There is a saying in PNG that “If
anything can go wrong - it WILL go
wrong” - and we were to learn the

truth of this very quickly. We had greatly on life expectancy, which is 62 at the moment and even
a long delay whilst they traced our lower in remote villages like Aitape. What struck us towards the
lost truck and driver — apparently end was that we never met any elderly people. James Best

he was in trouble with the police -
but after a few hours our truck and
a replacement driver appeared.
Margaret Fox & Sheila Howell What became blatantly obvious was that Sister Felicity was

Papua New Guinea’s Mary Mackillop. Everyone who met her
and saw the tireless work she did felt privileged, humbled and
committed to helping her with the work. James Best




After rising at 1am to start the long journey
back to Wewak, through the dark jungle and
the 50 rivers, we held our breath when ten
bandits (opportunists!) with machetes held up
our vehicles and demanded money. More ne-
gotiations and more time lost but eventually
we were allowed to continue our journey.
Margaret Fox & Sheila Howell

~Our whole group learnt of the culture of PNG people, the

‘ strength of their Catholic faith and the vibrancy and warmth of
“their communities. Our final farewell dinner was an outside
 affair with the whole community gathered for feasting, singing,
danéi‘ﬁg’ d speeches - even though we still had no power!!
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