
 
 

Art Making and Exhibiting  
Course Description 
VCE Art Making and Exhibiting introduces students to the methods used to make artworks and how artworks 
are presented and exhibited. 

Students use inquiry learning to explore, develop and refine the use of materials, techniques and processes 
and to develop their knowledge and understanding of the ways artworks are made. They learn how art 
elements and art principles are used to create aesthetic qualities in artworks and how ideas are 
communicated through the use of visual language. Their knowledge and skills evolve through the experience 
of making and presenting their own artworks and through the viewing and analysis of artworks by other artists. 

Visiting and viewing exhibitions and displays of artwork is a necessary part of this study. It helps students 
understand how artworks are displayed and exhibitions are curated. It also has an influence on the students’ 
own practice, and encourages them to broaden and develop their own ideas and thinking around their own 
art making.  

A strong focus on the way we respond to artworks in galleries, museums, other exhibition spaces and site-
specific spaces is integral to study and research in VCE Art Making and Exhibiting. The way institutions 
design exhibitions and present artworks, and also how they conserve and promote exhibitions, are key 
aspects of the study. 

Course Structure 
Unit 1: Explore, expand and investigate 
In this unit students explore materials, techniques and processes in a range of art forms. They expand their 
knowledge and understanding of the characteristics, properties and application of materials used in art 
making. They explore selected materials to understand how they relate to specific art forms and how they 
can be used in the making of artworks. Students also explore the historical development of specific art forms 
and investigate how the characteristics, properties and use of materials and techniques have changed over 
time. Throughout their investigation students become aware of and understand the safe handling of materials 
they use. 

Students explore the different ways artists use materials, techniques and processes. The students’ 
exploration and experimentation with materials and techniques stimulates ideas, inspires different ways of 
working and enables a broad understanding of the specific art forms. Their exploration and experimentation 
is documented in both visual and written form in a Visual Arts journal.  

Area of Study 

1. Explore – materials, techniques and art forms 
2. Expand – make, present and reflect 
3. Investigate – research and present 

Unit 2: Understand, develop and resolve 
In Unit 2 students continue to research how artworks are made by investigating how artists use aesthetic 
qualities to represent ideas in artworks. They broaden their investigation to understand how artworks are 
displayed to audiences, and how ideas are represented to communicate meaning.  

Students respond to a set theme and progressively develop their own ideas. Students learn how to develop 
their ideas using materials, techniques and processes, and art elements and art principles. They consolidate 
these ideas to plan and make finished artworks, reflecting on their knowledge and understanding of the 
aesthetic qualities of artworks. The planning and development of at least one finished artwork are 
documented in their Visual Arts journal. 

Students investigate how artists use art elements and art principles to develop aesthetic qualities and style 
in an artwork. Working in their Visual Arts journal they begin to discover and understand how each of the art 



 
 

elements and art principles can be combined to convey different emotions and expression in their own and 
others’ artworks. They also explore how art elements and art principles create visual language in artworks.  

Students begin to understand how exhibitions are planned and designed and how spaces are organised for 
exhibitions. They also investigate the roles associated with the planning of exhibitions and how artworks are 
selected and displayed in specific spaces. This offers students the opportunity to engage with exhibitions, 
whether they are in galleries, museums, other exhibition spaces or site-specific spaces. 

Area of Study 
1. Understand – ideas, artworks and exhibition 
2. Develop – theme, aesthetic qualities and style 
3. Resolve - ideas, subject matter and style 

Unit 3: Collect, extend and connect 
In this unit students are actively engaged in art making using materials, techniques and processes. They 
explore contexts, subject matter and ideas to develop artworks in imaginative and creative ways. They also 
investigate how artists use visual language to represent ideas and meaning in artworks. The materials, 
techniques and processes of the art form the students work with are fundamental to the artworks they make.  

Students use their Visual Arts journal to record their art making. They record their research of artists, artworks 
and collected ideas and also document the iterative and interrelated aspects of art making to connect the 
inspirations and influences they have researched. The Visual Arts journal demonstrates the students’ 
exploration of contexts, ideas and subject matter and their understanding of visual language. They also 
document their exploration of and experimentation with materials, techniques and processes. From the ideas 
documented in their Visual Arts journal, students plan and develop artworks. These artworks may be made 
at any stage during this unit, reflecting the students’ own ideas and their developing style.  

Area of Study 

1. Collect – inspirations, influences and images 
2. Extend – make, critique and reflect 
3. Connect – curate, design and propose 

Unit 4: Consolidate, present and conserve 
In Unit 4 students make connections to the artworks they have made in Unit 3, consolidating and extending 
their ideas and art making to further refine and resolve artworks in -specific art forms. The progressive 
resolution of these artworks is documented in the student’s Visual Arts journal, demonstrating their 
developing technical skills in a specific art form as well as their refinement and resolution of subject matter, 
ideas, visual language, aesthetic qualities and style. Students also reflect on their selected finished artworks 
and evaluate the materials, techniques and processes used to make them.  

The Visual Arts journal in Unit 4 includes: 

• the continued development of the student’s own art making in a specific art form 
• evaluation of art making in a specific art form 
• the visual documentation of the processes used for finalising artworks 
• annotations to support visual documentation 
• research into the connections between specific artists and artworks and the student’s own artworks 
• research about the presentation of artworks in exhibitions 
• research undertaken for conservation and care of artworks 
• research about the selection of artworks for display and the planning of exhibitions  
• written and visual research to make connections with specific artists and artwork. 

Area of Study 
1. Consolidate – refine and resolve 
2. Present, plan and critique 
3. Conserve – present and care 



 
 

Entry and Recommendations 
There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 prior to undertaking 
Unit 4. 

Assessment 
Satisfactory Completion 
Demonstration of achievement of outcomes and satisfactory completion of a unit are determined by evidence 
gained through the assessment of a range of learning activities and tasks. 

Level of Achievement 

Unit 1  

• Visual Arts Journal 
• Finished Artworks 
• Information for an exhibition 
• Thematic exhibition 
• Experimental artworks and documentation 

Unit 2  

• Thematic exhibition 
• Experimental artworks and documentation 
• Finished artworks 

Unit 3 and 4 

• School-assessed coursework – Unit 3 (5%)  
o Annotated visual report 
o Annotated poster or display 
o Oral presentation with visual and written imagery 

• School-assessed coursework – Unit 4 (5%)  
o Annotated visual report 
o Annotated poster or display 
o Oral presentation with visual and written imagery 

• School-assessed task (60%) 
• Examination (30%) 
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