WORLD SCHOLAR’S CUP (in a nutshell) [image: C:\Users\Tanya\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\2F600C29.tmp]
Yes – that is how lame the humour is!
The really important info first:
• STUDENTS COMPETE IN TEAMS OF 3
• DATE OF COMPETITION: Friday 2 and Saturday 3 June
• VENUES: AQUINAS COLLEGE (Friday) and SACRED HEART RNDM THEATRE (Saturday)
• COST: $60 - includes lunch and snacks each day
• EXPECTATIONS: You will have the opportunity to come to after school study sessions on Mondays from 3:15pm - 4:15pm in the GATE room. These sessions run from Week 9, until the event in Week 6, Term 2. No obligation if you just wish to study the curriculum yourself – up to you!
• PRIZES: Unbelievable amounts of trophies, medals and EVERYONE gets a ‘Jerry’! (Part of the lame joke stuff!)
If your team is in the Top 10 in the State you get a chance to go to Bangkok for the GLOBAL ROUND (Yay!). * Families will need to pay for this opportunity themselves.
• THE (UN)TALENT QUEST: If you are quirky you will LOVE this. A great example was when Jack and Cameron made and ate a Vegemite sandwich with one hand tied behind their back, whilst Tyler solved 5 Rubik’s Cubes. Guess who won!
Team Events: Theme: RECONSTRUCTING THE PAST
· Here We Go Again: History Redux
· Re-creation as Recreation
· Once More, With New Feelings | Historical Distortion
· ChatGenePT: Reconstruction as Resurrection
· Archaeology: The Telltale Art
· Breaking World Records
· All the Czar's Horses: The Politics of Putting the Past Together Again
· The Past Has a Version Control Problem
· Out of CSIght, Out of Mind
· Making Them Sing Again: Opera's Second Act
· On a Nostalgic Note
· One Track Forward, Two Tracks Back: Old Music, New Musicking
· Revisiting the Prologue: Reconstruction in Poetry and Prose
· Journalism: An Exposé
[image: Scholar's Bowl]Scholar's Bowl
Every team in the theater. Every team with a clicker. Every question harder than the one before. Your team will work together to solve analytic questions and multimedia challenges. Click your answers before time runs out, and don’t be surprised if you’re asked to connect a poem you studied to a clip from Brooklyn Nine-Nine.
It’s loud. You might even hear a team shout the wrong answer— hoping you’ll click it.
It's strategic. What will you and your teammates do when you disagree?
Remember, it's not the first team to answer correctly that gets all the credit. You’re all racing the clock. But, the clock is fast and the stakes are high. 
[image: Collaborative Writing]Collaborative Writing
Speak with the power of your pen (or pencil!) You’ll be given six prompts, from each of the six subject areas, ranging from creative scenarios to explore to persuasive arguments to make. Two easy rules to remember: as a team you only need to write three of the six, and each of you needs to answer a different prompt. You’ll first have time to prepare together, then time by yourself to write the most compelling piece possible, then one last chance to review one another's work at the end. Whether you craft a poem or compose a five-paragraph essay, make sure your work excites and challenges you, because that means it'll excite and challenge your reader too.

[image: Scholar's Challenge]Scholar's Challenge
It’s multiple choice, so make multiple choices. The Challenge looks like any other test, but with an alpaca-powered twist: you can mark more than one answer per question. The fewer you mark, the more points you can earn if you’re right. (Yes, that means you can finally guess C and D... and also A, B, and E.) Apply your knowledge of the six subjects successfully and you can win medals in one, two, or all of them.
You’ll soon discover what all World Scholars do: that even if you think you’re an expert in science, you might win a medal in the arts, and that the best way to prepare for a test that touches on everything is to talk through it all with your team, day by day.
Play your cards right, and you could earn enough medals to warrant a neck brace.
[image: Team Debate]Team Debate
Each team debates three times, on motions across all the subjects, from policy to poetry. You may be arguing whether parents should have access to surveillance cameras at schools—or whether women make better superheroes. Debate is your chance to apply all that you’ve learned to make the most persuasive case you can. And, win or not, after each debate, you’ll give the other team feedback on how to improve.
Each of you will speak up to 4 minutes. But first, you’ll have 15 minutes to research your argument, with full access to the Internet. Use your time—and choose your sources—wisely!
Two-thirds of our students have never debated before; over half are ESL learners. The rest sign up because they’re debaters. For new debaters, it’s a great introduction; for experienced debaters, it’s a challenging new style.
Sample motions from 2014:
  Resolved: That parents should have the right to implant GPS trackers in their children.
  Resolved: That the prefect system is good for students.
  Resolved: That the world needs more ninjas.
  Resolved: That Pi would make a good spy.

After each round, each team gives constructive feedback to the other team on how to improve. Winning teams then face other winners—and non-winners other non-winners. The result: the teams with the least experience have the opportunity to gain more, and everyone becomes a better debater by the end of the day.
So, will you sign up to the most unusual competition you will ever attend?
PWAAAAAAAAAA SCHOLARS!!!!!
For more details, watch the videos on www.scholarscup.org
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